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* nun AND NEIGHBOURS, | | of Wee wet 


OR Na you, as from ons bo the "arch | 
T% to the other; I am * to ſay, here is a freſh invi- 
tation from God to you, ** Come unto me, all ye ends | 
e of the earth, and be ye ſayed,” © . 
12 We are all fellow-travellers through this wilderneſt, Js i 
le of tears, and there is no other in whom we can r 

do convey us ſafely over the river Jordan, and ke, Fu 
Ter the promiſed land, or heaven of heavens, but our dear 
nd” e Tong Jeſus Chriſt. _ I was early convinced 
of . ee 11 birth amongſt the people in ſcorn 

Quakers An 


that there was no other way for me 
to ko rote. this: 5 5 bu by labouring in filence before the 
Jiviog God, who 8 « Be ſtill, and know that I am 
« God.” And 1 can tell you, theſe ſilent meetings, as 
people term them, for {p they outwardly appear to be, 
vere the happieſt moments I ever enjoyed in fallen nature; 
for this is Gait at Jeruſalem for the Holy Ghoſt to con- 
"3 us of our fins, 102 labouring in the vineyard of our 
; for I found it great labour, with tears and ſuppli- 


* * n | 


tn). 
as I really was before him, and forgive me: and I can ſay, 
I often his living preſence ; and this light increaſed 
many Rrong trokds, and a work 
ſeemed to ſet forth, at the age of ſeventeen or eighteen : 
a great ſight of the miniſtry was brought to my view, and 
ſtrong cites were raiſed in me to the Lord, that I might 
never be permitted to (peak, unleſs he always ſpoke in me, 
and convinced me my inward-work was done, and that I 
might ever be preſerved from falling again ; for I thought 
this ought to be the ſtate of the miniſters who preach as 
the oracle. At this time I had thoughts of learning to 
be a r I then 8 I 72400 have firſt 


a to in, which ſeemed my greateſt liap- 
— = aving wn ſmall-pox very fall fight was 
weakened; ſo concluded to take a place, and accordingly 
ot one in a friend's family. At that time I thought my- 
felt fortunate, and much favoured in meeting with people 
L loved; but L am forry e , chere was a deficiency in 
them towards their ſervants; for we ought to look on our 
ſervants as our children, teachi them to read the Scrip- 
tures; making ſome allowance for youth : for I can fax, 
they often — two people's 8 of me, without pay- 
ing me extraord} monde this they will find to be no 
. when they = A their deeds to the 
ht. Oh is Ning 


india gh ini 1 os x5 
t ini t. t t en- 
Tighten others Says FA it has cauſed my 
tht al might- confider, © How have 
ZE the ting God at Jeruſalem ? Was this the caſe 
By Hh an ns there would not be ſo man 


ö and miſtreſſes: chen, I believe, we ſhou 
r- e — Oh! look at the example, for here 
every one looking vyer their book of 
| mm bringing ng your deeds to the Light, which is 
85 iſt, and 25 till he ſhews you your deficiencies : 
not doing thi 3 darkneſs hath covered the earth, and 
Wir darkneſs the people.” This will be ſeen in he 

A e 
5 o were Written not 


33 chat you might have heard of, and 
ve ound me. 
it * — to giveyou this ſhort Rn of 


t ſee how I came by this know- 
Ds not "Hide 1 am about to fin 


as melt. 


all the world, and excuſe 4 My no: for, l Gaids. w 
e all fellow - travellers in 8 1 * 3 
ve ſeen my own mis- N as eye e 
this is my ju t, we accord ing 19 
the talents given us. It — 4. * 17 2 what name to re- 
ligion we are called, ſo we do but 1 75 live 
t we are convinced of; and when We 1.0 gur 5 
— the light, our Maſter will ſhew. us what we — * cone 
vinced of: by ſinning we become darkened, and for 
what we have been once convinced of, One inflancs £ 
myſelf: I did nat only think it wrong to marry out 
the ſociety, but ſaid, they who did could not expect a 
: for I had refuſed ſeveral offers out of the 7 
the diſadvantage friends 2 labour under in 
this particular : they have ſet up ang * aud fold 
doves. Though a friend's . 22 1 * 
ſervants are not friends; which 8 . 
—— like you to go ont, except to meeting, 
oftener than they can help. 1 do not te it is 
general, 22 too much ſo, in that ſociety. 
+ things make ſervants weary of ſeryice, and 45 o be 
lives : and this is eating things ſtran 
it makes them lo ny thing 20 n. n that bap- 
e; fo they fall into worle errors ome 
mothers in Iſrael! Do you wonder * the lover 
of people, when thoſe of education and fo 5 
their eireumſtances? Oh! I feel a heavy 1 
der os, (Now for GE my gun gong againſt 


[thy 2 


acquaiotance with the footman, mats 
2 ep | 
moment he ſaw me, Bleſs ry . 
like our bwin! the mul y de my wife 1 by bs his 
obliging behaviour 
he never could Þ be 7. . time 1 


have cried ready to b m —_ — Lord pre- 
vent it, and moch wiſhed to break it *. even tl we ; 
we were married. 

I ſhould have ſaid I had left m7 place, 5d ben er 
ſuaded Le in che þ 
daſhery and milliner w Shoreditch, ma= ſuitor 
did not like, but ll about it till we were married. 
D cuſtom: 6 hy Hs je * 


* mare W J 132 ** 


2 1 

ſoon as they fat down, they told me of my error. 1 faid, 
I knew a fo againſt hf 1," we and ied very much, 
for my heart was ſo broken down before God, looking to 
him for forgiveneſs, that I could not utter words; and I 
was brought to a low ftate of body. They came to viſit 
me again, and I was ill in bed. After ſome time I grew 
better, and received a note from them to meet them at 
the week-day meeting: accordingly I did. I never can 


forget that meeting, for I can ſay my ſoul was broke down 


fo 

before God: I intreated him, on the bended knees of my 
Heart, with bitter cries and groans that I cannot utter, to 
forgive me, and . to ſpeak in me, that they 
might not diſowCn me, as I believed they were his choſen 
people: and when we met after meeting, we had no ſooner 
fat down, than they repeated how wrong I had done; and 
T as ſoon anſwered, without knowing what I was going to 
Tay, that paſſage in Scripture, <* He that is without fault, 
let him caſt the firſt tone.” - They ſoon told me it was 
vain for me to ſay ſo. I cried very much, and could make 
no further confeffion, © The friends let me know-I might 


write, if I had any thing further to ſay. I ſtill wiſhed a 


full anſwer from God, that he had forgiven me: I thought 
what ſignifies man's forgiveneſs ; as I had done wrong, I 

deſerved to ſuffer. -I intreated the Almighty to give me 
a ſenſe that he had forgiven me, that I might aſk to be a 
member: and I can ſay, glory be to the Name of my God, 
who condeſcended to give me a ſenſe, ©* That the time is 
c not yet come, but it will come, and when it is come, 
I will give thee a writing they ſhall not refuſe;” but 
like poor impatient mortals, I intreated him for this writ- 

ing: but O the great condeſcenſion of God that bore with 


my weakneſs! how ſhall I find words to ſpeak of his 


Name, for his condeſcenſion to me, a poor worm! I was 
put off with a view that my buſineſs was not conſiſtent 
with a plain friend, but comforted : ©* The time ſhall come 


„ which thou haſt once had a view of.“ At this time I 


went into many deeps, and often for my huſband ; for as 
his life was not conſiſtent. with friends principles altoge- 
ther, I often cried to the Lord, Are not theſe people 
thy people? thou canſt convince theſe as eaſy as thou haſt 
me; but it was often ſhewed me, The time of the har- 
veſt is not yet come:” ſo my mouth was ſhut from 


relating theſe circumftances to him, for I found him not a 


5 dhe temper l expected, which I often thought was a ene 
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1 | 
ment on me; ſo I kept theſe things to myſelf, for he. 
proved an Egyptian maſter : I found no other way than 
to ſubmit, and to ſhut my mouth; doing the beſt I could, 
which was to work night and day, and which I did to the 
admiration of thoſe hs knew me. My mind was much 
retired to God to enable me to pay every one their own, 
and I can magnify his Name that abled me to do it, 1 
muſt ſay, that my huſband was 4 very ſober man, and 
ſpent very few hours out of his own heuſe, nor never ſuf- 
— me; that I can ſay, during the ſixteen years we were 
married, we were very few hours apart. | 2 

Now a circumſtance happened in the family which 1 
ſhall be glad never to mention, if it pleaſe God: it was 
of ſuch a nature, F could not extricate myſelf, from it, 
without expoſing to the world what I could wiſh had never 
happened; accordingly we concluded to leave that buſi- 
neſs, and go into the country ; but I ſaw many reafons 
againſt that. O at this time I was almoſt overwhelmed, 
or ſunk in the deeps. I had been ſo much tried with ap- 


prentices tempers, and my huſband's, that I often ſaid in 


my heart, Can there be a worſe hell than this? After 
being out of buſineſs ſome time, trying to collect our debts, 
found we muſt loſe many if we left that neighbourhood, 
and to live without buſineſs, might ſpend more; ſo we 
concluded to take a wine vault, or liquor ſhop. I. was 
rſuaded by a brother, who was a brewer, that that bu- 
neſs never would anſwer. Then I ſeemed bent on a 
public houſe, which . ſeemed to ſtagger moſt of our ac- 
quaintances; accordingly I applied to my brothers; the 
rſuaded me againſt it, laying before me the diſagreeab) 
lifeit would be, and propoſed many other buſineſſes, which 
I refuſed, without giving a reaſon why, for I knew. my 
huſband's deficiencies, which-I wiſhed always to hide from 
the world: accordingly we took a public houſe; the buſi- 
neſs laid, chiefly on me; it ſeemed no hardſhip, if we got 
a living. My huſband had in the other buſineſs often 
found fault with the women for not paying their debts; 
ſo now he experienced the men;. for we found but very 


few we truſted who paid, eſpecially. ſingle men; ſo that I 


muſt ſay, the men are much the worſt, who ought to ſet 
us an example. | A Wc f 
How ready is fallen man to find fault with others, and 
| we. 9 we all fall ſhort of the glory of God; therefore we 
ought to labour to have an aſſurance . that the beam is 
Hh y' e 


* 


1 

«© ont of our own: eye,” that is, the darkneſs, then we 
ſhould receive the Light, which is Chriſt, to ſpeak in us; 
who binds the ſtrong man, and ſpoils his goods, comes in 
and fups with you, and with him; this is the lion 
ing down with the lamb, and this has been fulfilled in 
me, ever ſince Chriſt was crucified ; no doubt, to me; 
but the evil ſpirit has perſecuted them; and what is this 
but crucifying their Saviour afreſh? ſo it is well to eon- 
fider what ſpirit we are of, for if we are of Chriſt's Spirit, 
we ſhall do as Chriſt did; we ſhonld be meek, bumble, 
charitable, and when we fee a perſon commit evil, we 
mould not condemn them, but ſay, Q Lord, forgive 
them, becauſe 27 day not what they do: at the ſame 
time be thankful that you were preſerved from falling fo 
far.—Qh ! 1 feel a heavy rod againſt thoſe who paſs judg- 
ment upon one another, without looking at themſelves : 
O chat is a very great darkneſs. + | 
. But to go forward: my buſband was taken ill in the 
firſt month in the year 1785, and kept his room till the 
latter end of the fifth month; PRAIRIE, GOIERs 


— — 


bear it; which at different times 
it very thankfully, and acknowledge 
traths, and favours beſtowed upon bim (though through 
me.) About an hour before he died, I aſked him how 
found himfelf; be ſaid, < cannot find words to tell, or fi 
in * place of 
as wit TEjOIC! . 
y are at death, for — 
Foul ſ. taken up, or looking to God for à more beau- 
tiſul ſituation than 1 had found in carnal man; and now I 
can ſay I kave found . | 
I ſhould have mentioned, that when we had taken this 
Houſe, I ſeemed very much diſtreſſed in meetings, and 
faid, © Surely I ſhall loſe this light; but the — s 
many things to my mind, which me on: there 
appeared in my view two walls, as if they genched to hea- 
ven, and ] — c Surcly I am going 55 
5 eri | 


* 
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1 
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. 1138 1 
eried very much; it then appeared very light, and had 
as 


many promiſes, and that I might do. as much 


many public friends who were brought to my view. | 
can by, often had ſweet ptayers paſs through my mind, 
as I went about my buſineſs ; and when the Lord's prayer 
was repeated in my mind, where it ſays, ©* Lead us not 
« into temptation,” I ſaid, Suffer me no more to go into 
temptation :' then I thought I did not ſay it right, and 
ſtrove to ſay it right, but ſtill the ſame words preſented to 


would condeſcend-to thew me the meaning of that altera- 
tion; then 1 had a ſenſe given that I muit ſay, Suffer 
<< me not to go inte temptation;” which often paſſed 
through my mind, and I ſaw in many remarkable aß 
the hand of God to preſerve me; for after my huſband's 
death I had many made me to marry again, to alt 
which I gave — — m—_ — [ 2 think of 
marrying. I petitio to ve me from matry- 
ing 2 unleſs God had full poſſeſſion in body 2 
ſoul, and that I might be put into ſuch a ſituation as that 
might ſerve him night and day: ſo 1 wiſhed to let my 
houſe as ſoon as e, though to a difadvantage.. | 

At that time I had a fiſter who lived at Tottenham« 
high · croſs, who was in u decline; we had little hopes of 


her recovery: and I believe never two ſiſters loved each 


other more than we did; aud being apparently releaſed 
from the world, and knowing ſhe ſought her Matter, 
and being _ — _ room, wiſhed me to come 
to her as ſoon as I accordi let houſe, 
and fold all my furniture: hm rem 0 Prov 
denee for ſo many — I beheld he beſtowed on me, 
for I often thought I had digged a pit, and fallen into it 
by that marriage; for I can ſay, I lived a life of mourn» 
ing, or had ſold my birth- right for a meſs of pottage 
but now I Was c I id return again, and this 
appeared to be the time: then 1 cried unto the Lord once 
more to accept of an unworthy prodigal, and bring me to 
chat beautiſul ſpot I had had many — e 
- Jr appeared there was a great inſide work to be do 
before I could alter the ws. 77 dreſs : when onal G48 
% me of my dreſs, theſe words were always preſented to 
wy mind, When the inſide is clean, the filth will 
Arxop off:“ ſo T often ſaid I could not find 22 to 


;alker my dreſs as yet; which 1 beliove ſome thought to 
. Y ; ö be a 


5 


my view; then I ſtopped, and was defirous that the Lord 


nkful to Provi- 


* 


[87 
be 2 whim; but the whitened ſepulchres were often founded 
in my ears, in this time of mourning : I ſay ſixteen years. 


When I went to meeting I durſt nat hold up my head, nor 


look to fee who was in the gallery ; for if I did not hang 


down my head like a bulruſh, I was ſure not to find the 


© preſence of God to my comfort; and when that was the 


o 


caſe,” O the horror I felt! I may ſay a rod of correction 
was held over me. I abhorred myſelf, and for days I cried 
to the Lord to forgive me that neglect, and condeſcend to 
meet me the next time; and 1 ſaid, I never wiſhed to hear 
a preacher, but what belongs to me: O Lord, water that 
Teed, that it may grow. I cannot find words to ſet 
forth God's praiſe! for ſometimes I was ſo deeply en- 
gaged, or ſo low in the deeps, that I ſcarce heard more 
than two or three ſentences, though by the ſound of my 
outward ear there had been much ſaid; but what 1 di 

Hear ſeemed to riſe often in a day, and I can never forget 
them; and now I find it my duty to mention them here, 
and my prayer is, may God water it in your hearts as he 
did in mine, for the work is his, and the fulneſs thereof; 
ſo beſure you look not at the creature, for I am bold to 
fay, the creaturely part in me is as dirt and clay, and 1 
ſaw myſelf as a bare bone in the valley; and my Maſter, 
who ſays, © Call no man maſter, for I am thy Matter which 
am in heaven,” ſaid; ** I will breathe a new breath into 


| © thee, and put life in thee.” And this will be the caſe 


when the Bridegroom comes to his temple, that is, our 
own hearts, and likewiſe our bodies; for he will take ſelf · 


« Will away, aad lead and guide us himſelf. You will find 


but one power in your body, (working at one time) that 
muſt. be either the light Spirit, or the dark one: now if 
your lamps are light, when the Bridegroom comes, he will 
cauſe you to ſing, God and the Lamb for ever.“ I ſay, 
he will give you a power and words, as the angels-in hea- 
ven, without taking any thought what you. ſhall ſay; for 
this is becoming as the lilies in the valley; © they toil-not, 
<< neither do they ſpin; yet Solomon in all his glory was 
tc not arrayed like one = theſe.” The firſt text brought 


| wor was that of Jacob's wreſtling with the Angel 
till t 


day light appeared: this was oſten brought to my 


mind; for as I was no ſcholar, and ſcarce ever got time 


to read, and till that time I do not remember ng that 
paſſage, it begun to work in me as leaven, and 


ſaid, 


Or that I was as Jacob, who wreſtled till the day-light 


appeared; 
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appeared; and this went through as with ſighs and groans, 
0 © that I may wreſtle till the day-light- appears: and 
this continued for a long ſeaſon. Then the -woman of 
Samaria was brought to my mind, and I conſidered Chriſt 
as 'the ſame he was when in that earthly-body, and was 
enabled to cry as with a mighty power to him, to give 
me the living Water, that 1 might not thirſt again. I 
cried in this manner, at meetings and at home, for a long 
ſeaſon; and at the ſame time that he would mend my 
eiſtern to hold that living Water, and that I might be in 
his hand as clay in the hands of the potter, that he would- 
prepare me on the wheel a veſſel to his honour. I often 
cried, © Let not thine hand ſpare, nor thine eye pity, until 
thou haſt made me what thou wouldſt have me to be, for 
of myſelf I can do no good thing.“ I can make no pro- 
miſe, for remember /e{f-will is the devil, and he was a2 
liar from the beginning ; ſo we ought to ſhut our mouths, 


and confider what nature we are of. O man, bring thy 


deeds to the light, and know thy/ef; for in love I tell thee, 
it is time to be up, and be doing thy day's work, left the 
night come in which no man can work. Your ſouPs wel- 
fare lays as near me as my own, and my egg are night 
and day for you, as they were for myſ elt. 
I have told you that I had the world to fight with, in 
which I was helped by this conſideration, Theſe are the 
crowds we muſt paſs through to get hold of our Saviour's 
garment? then I prayed: that I might paſs through theſe 
crowds, making no excuſe : then I cried, O that I might 


get hold of the hem of thy garment as with my right and 
Tek hand, and hold thee faſt till thou haſt healed me; 


O that I may be thine in deed and in truth.“ Theſe cries 
continued, and I ſeemed to gain much ſtrength, for I had 

defired to be like Mary, who laid at Jeſus feet. I cannot 
omit to mention how I received this ſeed : two women 
friends had a concern to viſit the Peel Quarter, that is, 
the families and the outcaſts who belonged to that meet- 
ing; and that being the meeting I belonged to when I 


married, I received that favour, which was the only viſit 


I had from that ſociety, though my huſband and I always 
went to meeting when health and buſineſs would permit. 
* did not obſerve that ſaying of our dear Saviour, 
“% Who, having an hundred ſheep, and lofing one, will 
4 not leave the ninety and nine, and ſeek the one?“ O 
not the caſe with 15 Men may well ſay, God 
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is not like man; and I with ſerrow of heart and tremb- 
ling ſay, that the golden calf has been ſet up in that ſo- 
eiety. I wiſh a thorough examination may paſs through 
their camp, “ Is it 1; for 1 feel a heavy rod as an earth- 
| | got that is coming to ſhake their earthen veſſels, for 
F where much is given, there much is required,” I can» 
not help ſaying; I thought this viſit ſo great a favour from 
God, that I was oftep br inta tears, and a thankful 
heart to God, in begging him to bleſs them. I ſeldom 
went to meeting but that paſſed through my mind, and 
though ſo far apart, my foul ſeemed to ſalute them. 
One thing I eannet omit here: when friends viſited me 
for marrying out, thoy ſaid what a ſad thing it was to 
marry a footman, Muſt not that be a darkneſs, far peo- 
ple to deſpiſe feryants, when they have had the beſt of 
heir days? Do not you think God meant them to marry? 
Js this the wiſdom of God or man? Now if you think 
me hard on you, wait on your great Maſter, and deſire 
bim to lay falf-will in you, as in the duſt, and then 1 
believe you will ſee where I get theſe orders from, for 
I aſſure you it is net a pleaſure to me.—l now addreſs 
wyſelt to ſervants: in whatſoever ſituation you may be 
placed, conſider how you have ſerved your maſters; has 
it been with locking up to Gad ta enable you to do his 
will, and not with eye-ſervice? for you will be judged 
according to we hearts; for God judges the heart, but 
men judge the autſide : ſuch as you ſaw, fuch ſhall 
% you rap; and if you have watted you maſters time, 
or. ſubſtanee, you muſt be accountable to God for it, 
Af you do not labour to fee yourſelves, and get your lamp 
light, remember you will be “ bound hand are faqt, — 
4 caſt into outer darkneſs, where there will be weeping, 
«©. and wailing, and gnaſhting of teeth.” May I adviſe you 
to leave all Judgment ta God, and petition on the bended 
knees of your hearts, that God would accept of a poor 
unworthy prodigal, and take the felf-nature from you. 
Say as little as poſbble about other people's affairs; ſpeak 
as little as poſſible after __ but deſire God to forgive 
you for your paſt follies, and. ftrepgthen you to do juſtly 
to your neighbours, and ſerve him in word, „ and 
thought, that you — bis in the great day, wherein 
muſt ſtand before naked, or without excuſe: and 
ou find prayers given you as you paſs along, be thank- 
ful, for that is to the building of the temple. Be very 
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obſerving that you do not fall: this is having the ſtrong 
man — — his goods ſpoiled, Do not murmur, 
though you may live in Egypt, for God will ſurely bring 
yau into the promiſed land, if you will but lie at his feet. 
15. tell you, he is a good Maſter, and ybu will never 
repent of your labour: aſk for ing but for his will to 
be done in you, for God has heard the afflictions of the 
oppreſſed, and knows what you want before you aſk; he 
only waits for your ſubmiſſion, before his coming down. 
Oh l the goodneſs of God is not to be expreſſed, for it 
can only be felt, I have often thought one was made to 
croſs another; now I ſee reaſons for it: the more you 
believe the Scriptures, and hear the Goſpel preached, and 
become convinced, and acknowledge the truth in our 
hearts, then the devil comes like a roaring lion, and =_ 
all our weak fides, to get the advantage of us; then 
— others to aggravate you, or gets you to judge ſome- 


y, or ſomething to vex you, that you may murmur 3 
and —_— over your mind again. He makes ; 
„and judge one another in their -heartss . 


people — | 
makes ants do wrong,” or maſters find fault without 
occaſion. This is cracking one another's ciſterns, ſo that 
they do not hoid living water, and the work goes not on 
to the building the houſe for God to dwell in; for Chrift 
declared be will not dwell in a polluted temple. If we 
confider rightly, and wiſh'to be happy, or come to the 
promiſed land, we muſt all ſhut our mouths, and pray to 
God to do this work for us t we maſt look upon 
nature as nothing but the fallen who: were turned 
out of heaven ; the good Son is pat in our bodies, 
and bears all afflictions of body, forrows of mind, and 
_— which the evil may be permitted to m_ 3 _ 
| vi power given with the on: a 
— fubtrieſt ag, yahoo field. 
Now do you think you do this willingly for a brother 2 | 
Oh! let us look at ourſelves, and abhor that ſeli- nature * 
in duſt and aſhes before the living God, who haus ſo long 
No as the Scriptures were acted, or ful lled out ward 
in the fleſhiy body, as Chriſt was in a fleſhly body, and 
ve therm as a command; fo is he now in the _ Wh 
ry at the door of our hearts, ready to full them 
in our bodies, if our proud ſtomachs would condeſcend 
to come down, and lay 52 feet, intreating * | 
ingo: : 2 . 8 
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that I could perſuade every one to retire into an inward 
ſilence, as. from the world, as much as their outward 
buſineſs will allow for. There was ſilence in heaven 
cc the ſpace of half an hour.” And this is the only way 
to hear and know the voice of the true Shepherd; for it 

Is a ſenſe, or ſmall voice, but increaſes as you grow ſtron 
in faith, and ſelf-nature dies, and that muſt be daily, ti 
it is fully filenced ; then Chriſt will ariſe and. take full 
poſſeſſion of your bodies. (This is my experience; for I 
do not declare a work that is not done in me.) Though 
many external religions, and many profeſſors, in crying up 

their forms and their opinions, ſay, Lo ! here is Chriſt; 
<<. or, Lo! there;”. Chriſt ſays,” Go not after them ;” 
for he is even at the door of your;hearty, and if you will 
open the door by prayer, he will open the windows, and 
let in the light, that your work might be done in the day; 
for this hab been a ay, 7 ſeaſon, yea, a night of apoſtacy, 
for the labourers in Zion; yea, the family of God have 
turned aſide, and have ſorely wounded the ſhepherds ; 
their heads have been hung down like the drooping wil- 
low, yea, they have drank the waters of affliction, and 
_ gg He bread, — 2 diſobedience of —— 

children, for they have gone after e gods, yea, t 
have hewn «to, — broken ci — which 4 
not hold living water. Oh! the horror I feel againſt ſelf- 
aul and covetouſneſs : it might well be ſaid, that ©* money 
6 is the root of all evil.” plead: to God to make you 
willing, and give you ſtrength to part with the laſt ſhil- 
Iing, as good ſtewards, when your Lord comes and re- 

uires this at your hands: this would be a beginning to 
_ the houſe, that his glory might come 'in and fur- 

it, 47 464 Wh + FY hens $4.2) * 

Oh! I cannot expreſs the joy that I feel, and earneſtly 
Jong for your coming into the ſame. Here is great en- 
couragement : this is what I never expected in the fleſhly 
22 nor ever received the leaſt idea of from men or 
books, until the work was fully done in me, and I de- 
clared it openly; then I was brought. to the letter, and a 
full light was given me, as a teſtimony of my work. | 
As I ſaid my ſiſter wanted me to come ſoon, ſo I left 
town without collecting my : debts, or properly ſettling 
my buſineſs, which cauſed me frequent journies to town. 
| _ times coming, though many debts in the 


former bu 1 ſeldom got more than paid expences. I 
| EE 3, RS. thought 
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thought if I could not pay my debts unleſs theſe paid 


me, how it. would have hurt me. O how I feel for the 
honeſt-hearted who experjence this, and much more for 
thoſe who are the cauſe of it, when they come to ſee their 
error, for all muſt come to judgment. Take a view of 
Chriſt's baptiſm ; when he comes to his temple, '** he will 
<< ſit as a refiner with fire, and as a fuller with ſoap :? 
and Chriſt's command was, Render unto Caeſar the 
* things that are Cæſar's, even to the penny, and to 
«© God the things that are God's,” (that is, the glory) 
who enables you to pay it: but the great deficiency in 
the people is, they are not content with the humble ſitua- 
tion God may place them in, who ſtys, ©* Aſk, and ye 
<< ſhall receive;” but how have ye aſked? ye have aſked 


- amiſs, to ſpend it on your luſts, therefore you muſt drink 


the bitter cup firſt, before you can receive this joy, OQ_ 
I cannot expreſs the thankfulneſs of heart I feel to God, 
that he enabled me to pay even the penny, though many 
who borrowed money out of my huſband's pocket, (for 
he was of a tender, charitable diſpoſition, and could not 
ſee, people fink under burthens, whilſt he had it of his 
own) which made us haye more debts than otherwiſe we 
ſhould, and even thoſe who borrowed would not pay me, 
unleſs I croubled them, which I believe I was not per- 
mitted to do for a wiſe end; and many laughed at me who 
were able to have paid, and had promiſed on their word; 
but what is their tree, when this is the fruit? © for ever 
«© tree is known by its fruit.” I was held up to think 
that I would not fret at what I could not get, and that I 
had ſufficient, as I had no incumbrance, and had my health, 
which I was thankful to God for, as one of the greate(t 
bleſſings he could beſtow on us; and I never defired riches, 
though thought it my duty to ſeek after my own, be- 
cauſe if I had more, that I could ſpare. I was always 
made willing to impart, and I can ſay, to the glory of 
God, that,my morſel has been increaſed like the widow's 
cruſe of oil. | | WT, 
Now my prayers and petitions were continually held 
up to God to carry on this inward work, to. the building 
up of the temple, and that I might ſee clear I ated up- 
right in word, deed, and thought. I ſaw it a nice point 


to act between maſters and miſtreſſes, and ſervants, and | 


eſpecially where miſtreſſes are particular to have their 


work done their own way, as if their life laid in the out- 


ward 
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11 
ward dufinefs of their houſes, and . a fervant, 
though ever ſo willing to oblige, may forget, or by havin 
a great deal to do, negleQ things till another time, or thin 
another way better. | 
Now maders and miſtreſſes think very hard if ſervants 
do not obſerve their orders to a point, and forget at the 
ſame time that they are but ſervants; and if they did their 


duty in a morning, they would wait to receive orders from 


their gteat Maſter : that would be gathering their manna 
for the day : but not doing their duty, theſe things are 
rmitted as croſſes; and if darkneſs had not covered the 
rt, and /e/f-w1ill. taken root in =_—_— we ſhould 
enquire of God the reaſon of theſe croffes ; then he would 
open ſcenes which the proud would not like, for inſtead 


of eating and drinking, and riſmg up to dance, as round 


the golden calf, there would be a humble ſpirit, to viſit 
the poor, and clothe the naked, faying, © Be thankful to 
God for this.” O then we ſhould not fet ourſelves up, or 
value ourſelves of out families; for if we really ſee, this 


pride has no connection with the family of - Theſe 


things would draw people's hearts to God mort than ſer- 
mons ; for of what uſe would a ſermon be to a poor hotteſt 


woman, with a family of children crying round her for 


bread, and almoſt naked. Do not you think that heart 


is humbled before God? and how much more would it 


be, if ſhe ſaw you, as Providence, brought to feed and 


clothe them, and would accept of no homage, but ſay, 


Give the glory to God? O vain men and women, who 
accept homage one of another, and ſtray from the living 
God! are you not ſheep without the true Shepherd ? are 


you not wanderers in the wilderneſs ? bave not you loft 


the right path? can you ſay, Chrift, the Light, is your 
Guide? whb- ns e to gv beſore you 262 Wight tivd 
ſhining __ O ſtand ſtill and obſer ve where you are, 
and beg of your Saviour to pull your feet out of the mire 


and clay, and bring you once more into the right road, 


by the way of the croſs, for we cannot come in _ other 
way than by command, and this is becoming as little chil- 
dren, deſiring the milk of the word, that is, the Hoh 
Ghyfl, the Tree of Life, whoſe leaves are for the . 
of the nations: that, and that only, can convince us of 
our ſins, and do this work for us. This is my Maſtet's 


command, as with a rod held oyer me. Ce TIS 
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half what I ſaw againſt that ſpirit of darkneſs, it would 


fill many volumes. | | 0; 

As we have all fallen ſhort, it would be abſurd in. us 
to ſay, 1 have not done ſo bad as another: make na 
excule, but give God the glory for preſerving you, and 


"Be willing to take hands, and ſay, Come, brother and 


fiſter, (for ſo we are in fallen nature) let us go up to the 
building of the houſe to God, that his glory may fill it; 
and that he might make us all veſſels to his honaur, that 
every one may ſeek to him to teach them their part; for 
as there are many people, there are many different work · 
men required to the building and beautifying of this houſe, 
as there was to Solomon's temple, which temple was an 


outward type of this inward work or building; taking 


Chriſt for the corner · ſtone, for the Builder and our Maker 
is God; therefore we. muſt lie at his feet, as with our 


mouths ſhut, tilt he makes us what he would have us to 


de; then he will bring us forth, and we ſhall ſhow by aur 
works, or by the works God -has done in us, what part 
of the building our labour brings forth, till the houſe is 
tiled over, then the beautifying work will go forwards; 
for Chriſt [the widow's Son) will beautify and ſtrengthen 
= pillars in Zion with branches of curious workman- 
F | „ 1s 
Now if you believe the Scriptures, do not ſay, The 
time cannot be yet, fo put it off till the night comes, 
when no man can work; then you will not have the ho- 


nour conferred on you as a workman to help build this 


beautiful temple, this houſe to God. We poor narrow- 


minded mortals think if we had what we imagine, all 


would be well. 1 thought I knew my ſiſter's temper, and 
always believed it better than my own, for we had lived 
fix years together before ſhe came to town, and I do-not 
remember ever hearing an angry word from her; and I 


thought my temper brought r ſuch ſubjection that 


I could put up with all tempers; in which I much prayed 
to be preſerved. My fiſter's illneſs altered her very much; 
ſhe expected me to contrive every thing ſhe could like, 
without giving herſelf any trouble even to tell me what 
ſhe liked, As ſhe had no doctor, ſhe read books, an 
took receipts from people, and preſcribed for herſelf; 
in ſuch a caſe, I was loth to adviſe, for if it had net 
_ with her, I ſhould ever have blamed myſelf; for 
the love I had for her, made me often pray for her reeo - 
= ; very; 


* 


| . 
very; which I found a /e}f-will and darkneſs. I thought 
we ſhould be happy if, pleaſe God, ſhe was well again. 
I wiſhed her to tell me in a morning what ſhe would like 
for that day : ſhe ſeldom liked what I propoſed; and ſeemed 
ſo poorly, or too weak to tell me, though if another per- 
ſon ſpoke to her, ſhe would anſwer them chearfully. O 
this ſeemed a very great croſs, as I was ſo defirous to 
pleaſe, and to do every thing for the beſt ; and the more 
I ſtrove, the more things ſeemed wrong. I did not men- 
tion this to my brother, nor to the maid, but kept it to 
myſelf, and thought it was her diſorder; ſo uſed when 1 
went to bed at night, to cry as though my heart would 
break, and pour out my ſoul to God to give me a ſenſe to 
pleaſe her: then perhaps I have been encouraged for two 
or three days; often trembling for fear I ſhould do an 
thing that might diſturb her, as I found her diffaticfied, 
though I was ſo deſirous to pleaſe. I met with many rods 
for this: it was ſaid,” ©. Fear not men, but me, the living 
44 God. Is not thy deſire and prayer to give GriafaQtion$ 
«© do not thee ſtand ready and deſirous to do what the 
ce requires?“ O this will be found a great darkneſs in 
maſters and miſtreſſes, or people who might have com- 
mand over others, and wait not on God for their com- 

5 mands; and theſe things make a great croſs, and brin 
© » difficulties one on another for our diſobedience. —T houg 
theſe things happened, we had no diſpute, for if ever 1 
ned my mouth to ſay I did all things for the beſt, and 
could wiſh-to do right, my ſiſter, with an angry tone of 
voice, and ſharp, not her natural diſpoſition, but as if a 
power e her * often to my aſtoniſhment, 
ſaid, If thee do not ſhut thy mouth, thee wilt never 
cc be good for any thing.” Then I cried to the Lord, 
ſometimes thinking I would return to town, and go into 
buſinets. I had many reaſons given me againft that, as 
trade was bad, and I muſt — other people, and I had 
: ſuffered much by tliat formerly, and I might loſe what I 
had got. Then 1 was defirous to have e given me 
to put up with all difficnlties; but on freſh ſtorms ariſing, 
freſh diſtreſs came over my mind, and I thought I would 
go into the fields, and pour out my ſoul where none 
could hear me: but the rod as a voice ſaid, © Where can 
T «© thee go that I am not?“ and that being two or three 
times repeated, it truck my heart as with a hammer, ta 
the further awakening me, and that it was the 3 will 
11 Ithen 
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I then perceived my ſiſter had a work to ſhut. my monthy; | 
that I might not mention my work to her; for at this 
time I ſaw great things, though under a vail. I went 
down into great deeps and ſupplications to God, eſpecially 
at meetings; for this work ſeemed to be carrying on, as 


every day bringing its work: it was often repeated, ** As 


<< the world was made in fix days, ſo will J build my 
c houſe again to dwell in, and I will do this work my- 
6 ſelt,” = remarkable day at meeting I cannot omit 
to mention: if I was to relate the many I had, it would 
carry this work to a great length; but I am permitted to 
make it ſhort, becauſe by your labouring in the vineyard, . 
you will receive this work done in you. I no ſooner ſat. 
down in the meeting but I was brought near to my great 
Maſter : I ſaw myſelf as laying at the Beautiful-gate, full 
of ſores qr wounds: it ſeemed a ſpacious building: it ap- 
peared to me I could not riſe till Chriſt came and healed 
wo: I had great power given me to beg to be healed. 

er ſome time, it ſeemed as if a great light (to the view. 
of my mind) came out at the gate, and raiſed me up on 
my feet. I ſaw quite another ſcene, 2s an army of ſol- 
diers, clean and neat, with their fire-arms ready to march. 
A votce within me ſaid, © Theſe are my ſoldiers ; they are 
<< ready to march when I give the word of command.” 
Then I ſaid in my heart, O that I was thy ſoldier !— 


Then I had another view, as a ſheep fold, with ſheep in 


it, and a voice ſaid, ©* Come and ſee where I make my. 
<< ſheep to lie down, as at noon day.” That moment the 
light came in: I cannot expreſs the joy I felt; my heart 
was quite warmed, and my ſoul ſeemed to run over with 
joy: I never felt any joy like it before. I can ſay, I had. 
ſome conception of what the Lord has in ſtore for us: my 

ul runs over at this time with love to invite you to come 
and taſte how good God is. Do not fear the rod, for there 
is even a 2 in that; for I always found happineſs 
even in tears in this work. I ſaw many things ſimilar to 
theſe continually ; for this work never ſtood ſtill. 

Now about this time two friends had a concern to viſit 
the families belonging to Tottenham : 'the morning they 
were to fit with us. When I dreſſed myſelf, I received a 


' ſenſe, * Make thy head rather larger, and put ſuch a gown 


on, that thou mayeſt ſhew no deception: I did ſo, and 


all that morning I ſeemed very much tendered before the 


Lord. We had no ſooner ſat down than my heart was 
35 broke 
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broke into tears and fighs that earinot be uttered. ' Aſter 
ſome time of outward ſilence, one of the ſtrangers m_ 
I, as uſual, was fo deeply pleading, as on the bended knees 
of my heart before the livi „ who _ « Me, arid 
* me only, ſhall you worſhip.” She ſpake of that paſ- 
ſage in Scripture, A ceftain man went down from je- 
ruſalem to Jericho, and fell amongft thieves : and three 
paſſing by—Which was his neighbour? Though much 
more was faid, this was all 1 heard, or could remember, 
Then the other ſtranyer ſpake. outward ears feemed 
more opened. She repeated the third chapter of Malachi : 
«© Behold, 1 will ſend my meſſenger :” and as ſhe repeated 
theſe words, and the baptiſt, and that the lofty trees of 
Zioh would be brought low, this feemed to ſtrike me as 
with a hammer; it was à ſeed ſown never to be rooted 
out: and before their departure, one of the ſtrangers, (an 
American) Rebecca Wright, (I mention her name, as I 
mall have occaſion to mention it again) looked to 
my head, and then to the length of my gown, which f 
pened to be one of the longeſt $ I had. She ſaid, 
Why don't thee pull this drefs off?” I anſwered, without 
knowimg what I was going to fay, I cannot find freedom 
tin the infids is clean /She looked very ftern at me, and 
 faid, © If thee do not pull off that dreſs, thee will never 

have a teſtimony for the truth,” and left the room. Then 
I ſaid, Lord, why ſhould ſhe ſay fo? am not I ready and 
defirous for to alter my dreſs” Then I received rather a 
ſhatp anſwet: When the infide is clean, then the way 
„ rags will drop off.” I now fee that was for a great end; 
it brought me much to query with the Almighty what 
could be the reaſon that ſhe ſhould ſay fo. Then 1 wiſhed 
this work to go on, Then it was ſharply faid, Look 
„ver thy vineyard; fee if there are no more weeds.” — 
I was then very defirous that he might condeſcend to 
ſnew me; and I cannot expreſs the great condefeenfion of 
Ged to me, a poor impatierit worm, in a night of dark- 
neſa, or day of apoſtacy; for the Lord's work is a great 
myſtery, and we cannot fee but as we ſubmit to our dear 
Saviour, and lay at his feet, and let him bind the ſtrong 
man, and ſpoil his goods : that is cutting down the tree of 
ſm: that is laying the axe to the root of the tree. For- 
merly 1 had been much enabled to cry to have this done in 
me; and as this can only be done by degrees, as our bödies 
are able to ab ed wa for our paſt follies, which 
Nö — 
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are the weeds that grow up and choke the gogd feed I 
then ſaw myſelf as before God, and my cry was, © Iam 
but as a worm, O Lord, and duſt and aſhes, before thee.? 
This continued for ſome days. Then 1 ſaw, as with my 
ſpiritual eye, as a bare bone ſtood before me, and a lan- 
guage ſaid, © 1 have waſhed it clean, inſide and opp: I 1 
c will put ſinews and fleſh upon this dry bone, and breathe 
<& a new breath into the dry bones in tl valley ; for male 
«« and female created I them.” This language, ar pro- 
miſe, paſſed through my mind, as without ceaſing, for 
many days. This was dying daily, as the apoſtle laid 3 
2 [ live, for Chriſt liveth in me. And this might bave 
een the experience ever ſince Chriſt was crucified, if 
' ſelf-nature would have ſubmitted to an invitation to have 
waited at 122 for the falling of the Holy Gheſt, 
which would have convinced us of our fins, that we might 
have been a bright and ſhining light, that others mighe 
have ſeen their way through the wilderneſs. But as goth- 
ing but Egyptian maſters, and ſorrow, which God ba 
inflicted us with, can awaken us to give vp that ſelf-will, 
to fulfil that command which our dear Saviour gave to the 
= man who had great poſſeſſions, who was ordered to 
ell — and give to the poor. Oh! be went ſorrowful 
away, inſtead of e God to give him ſtrength to 
do his will. That was the time of command. And now 
can you plead to God to give you ſtrength to enable you 
to give up all, to feed and clothe the poor, and make you 
ready againſt your great Maſter's coming, when all will 
be given into the hands of our dear Saviour, to let you ſee 
how God meant that all ſhould have been in communion, 
if we had been obedient children, and had come to the 
ſchool of Chriſt > But not doing « have to tell you, 
as from God, in whom I truſt, (who is able to bring us 
into the promiſed land) that this is the Midnight Cry, 
«© Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet 
« him;” that is, awake and trim. your lamps; that is, 
lay at bis fest, and beg gf God to heal you, and give % 
ſtrength to be ready. O that there might not he one fou 
with no oil! O let us plead, as on the hended knees of our 
hearts, for ourſelves, and for one another, that we may 
receive that bleſſed ſentence, Come, ye bleſſed of my 
Father, enter into this joy that was prepared before 


© this world was made.” 
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That we may all with one accord 
Walk with his holy train, 
As in the Paradiſe again : 


That we all as in his living preſence may ſtand, 


As with the ſcepter in our hand, 
To glorify that God who a new life can give, 
That in his body we may live: 
That all may be done in his own time. 
O then he will give us bread and wine: 
Then we his praiſes all ſhall ſing, 
To e heavenly King, 
That theſe good tidings unto us doth bring. 
Then we no more ſhall mourn, „ 
When the harveſt work is done; 

The race of . Fern will be run, 

And we ſhall be as the good Son. 


At this time the trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall 
be raiſed, even out of their graves. That was a type of 
this when Chriſt was crucified; but as Chriſt is in a ſpi⸗ 
ritual body, and we have crucified him afreſh, by denying 
and refuſing his power to accept him for our King to rule 
and reign in our hearts; for remember he ſays, ** Son, 


4c give me thine heart ;” but as we have not done this 


fully, we have crucified him afreſh, and put him to open 
ſhame. Let us ſee what is left upon record, and believe 
thoſe records are true, that he aroſe from the dead after 
men crucified him, and walked in the fame body; which 
was a repreſentation, or to let all men ſee, though man had 
Power, to ctucify their God, that he has power given by 


his Father, in ſpite of the ſpirit of darknels, to walk again 


in thoſe bodies as his own, (who are willing to ſubmit and 
become his footſtool) and ſpeak in them, though they may 
not be to our underſtandings glorified to be his; for re- 
member, after he aroſe, he walked, and ſpake to the men 
by the way, before their eyes were opened; who ſaid, 
% Did not our hearts burn within us, while he ſpake, and 
<« opened the Scriptures to us, by the way?” This is to 
Few us, that until our ſpiritual eye is opened, we are not 
able to ſee God, or his works, not till we are baptiſed 
with his baptiſm, and drink of the fountain of living wa- 
ters, which Chrift, the Fountain, can only give; and 


5 his is the way I have found it, by becoming as 5 lie 
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According to what I have mentioned of the dry bone, 
Twas awakened in a morning about one or two o'clock, 
(as near as I can remember) and received as a new breath 
paſſing through my body: 1t gave me a ſtrength in all — 
limbs, and enlightened my underſtanding. And this will 
be having that Scripture fulfilled; ©* Be ye perfect, even 
c ag your Father which is in heaven is perfect:“ which 
muſt be the —_ and power of God, and the light of 
Chriſt, that can lead us and guide us into all truth, for 
without him we can do no good thing; though our bodies 
in fallen nature did then become Chriſt's, or his temple to 
ſpeak in; as his ſealing of us with his blood, ingrafting us 
into the vine, receiving the ſap from the vine to feed and 
nouriſh us, as new-born babes receive the milk from the 
breaſt. But O how difficult it has been to walk in this 
narrow way; for it may. well be ſaid, the ſerpent has clung 
round the body of the tree. Though I ſeemed to have 
quite given up the world, yet the curioſity of the curious 
part of men could not give me up; that is, aſking un- 
neceſfary queſtions, or blaming me for what they might 
think was wrong. This is to ſhew how little people 
mind their own buſineſs, when they like to be meddling 
with others, which I Hall give you reaſons for as 1 
on. 0 . EIFS 
I am going to relate a long ſtory of a young man 'to 
whom the following letters were directed, ſo I here men- 
tion his CO Murray. A neighbour recommended 
him to me. He had been abroad in the navy and army. 
After many difficulties and impriſonments, and cruel uſage, 
he returned to this city with a few pounds. Being a 
ſtranger, they were ſoon ſpent. He received from his 
filter, who was then in Scotland, (the place of their birth) 
a power, which was a younger brother's, who was in the 
navy, and died in that ſervice: he being a twin to the 
fiſter, and ſeemingly much attached to one another; their 
father and mother dying when they were young. At that 
time he came to our houſe. He was recommended to an 
agent by a ſchool-fellow, to get this money, who ſupplied 
him with a couple of guineas at a time, till proof from the 
ſhip could be made. So his board and lodging ran on with 
us till thig could be ſettled. In the mean time he met 
with ſeveral of his acquaintance” who had known him 
abroad in the character of a gentleman, and not liking to 
appear much worſe here, often cauſed him to ſpend more 
I" | money 


„„ 
money than otherwiſe he might; and the money he re- 
ceived from time to time ſer ved him only for pocket money; 
but the long time the agent og him off, ſaying, it con 
not be ſettled yet, that at laſt he had not enough to de- 
fray his expences, finding it much ſhorter then what he 
expected ; and though a ſtranger to us, was of too honeft 
a principle to leave the town without ſettling our account. 

He gave orders in Edinburgh to fell ſome houſes which 
belonged to him, though much to a loſs, not being able 
to look after it himſelf, but dallied his time, and brought 
2 — greater expences, that the money he firſt ordered 
ort. 0 . 

At this time I had left my houſe, and had been ſome 
time in Tottenham ; but as I ſaid before, frequently came 
to town to collect my debts; accordingly called at the 
houſe, and found him diſtreſſed, expecting further ac- 
counts from Scotland. He had invented a ſmall camera. 
His ingenuity ſeemed to be ſo given up in the philoſophical 
line, that he appeared fit for no other b 3. This 
ſeemed only as a makeſhift for a bit of bread, till he could 
get further relief, as to ſet him free from debt. He had 
agreed with a poor man who was out of bread, to ſhew 
this, as he thought it might aſſiſt him too: for he is only 
of too charitable a diſpoſition, when he ſees another want 
bread, Now this being winter, and the weatber — 
bim, the expences outrun the value of the camera; ſo the 
landlord made him give it up to him. At this time I called 
on him, thinking he might have received further accounts 
from Scotland, He ſeemed affected to tell me he believed 
be ſhould receive no more money from Scotland till he was 
able to fee further' about it. He gave reaſons, which 1 
ſhall omit at this time, as I know all hidden deceptions 
mult come to the true light: I ſay, God will make them 
confeſs theſe openly, if not leave them upon record. 
Murray then related how he was obliged to give vp the 
camera, and then ſhould have been ſtarving, had it not 
been for a friend He ſaid he had invented one on a larger 
ſcale, and by accident met with a gentleman, a ſtranger, 
who proffered to aſſiſt with money, and was to have Falk 
the profit. He ſaid, he hoped then to be able to pay me. 
Then a language, as a ſmall voice, ſaid, ll not 
4 get what he expects for ſome time, and they have no 
„ patience with bim; ſo he will be never the better for 

his invention.” Then a full view ſhewed r 
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that Thad by me, and that if I lent it him, inſtead of let 
ting them have half, he would be able to pay me the whole, 
— have it clear to himſelf. It was Lad, «© But do as. 
ce thee like; for if thou lend it him, I require it at thy 
ce hands.“ And this was repeated ſeveral times.—l pauſed 
on it ſome time, and prayed that I might be directed, ac- 
cording to the will of the Lord. I ſeemed encouraged to 
mention it to him that night: then I ſaid, « Murray, if 
thee will be careful, I will ler thee have the money, and 
thee make it over to me till the money is paid, then thee 
ſhall have it as thy own.” He ſeemed rather ſtruck, as if 
he could not have aſked ſuch a favour of me, or hardl 
expected it. I then ſaid, I will conſider of it, and call 
in the morning, and let thee know further about it” I 
much wiſhed to have a further view, or ſee my way more 
clear, that it was the will of God; for at that time I much - 
deſired to have a full ſenſe it was his will, before I ſpoke, 
—[ flept in town: I kept my mind much retired and ſtill, 
that I might feel the right motion, and much defired the 
Lord would condeſeend to ſhew me. I had many things 
brought to my mind; as the great troubles he had gone 
through in the wars, and now caſt out to want a bit of 
bread. He told me at that time he had met with ſome 
ſwindlers, who would have drawn him in to have done 
ſomething like forgery, to have obtained money wrong- 
fully, had he been fo ignorant, or villain enough. He 
ſeemed thankful he had eſcaped that ſcrape, though he 
fignified he could not be worſe off in priſon, for there he 
could only ſtarve, Theſe things were brought before my 
view, which melted my heart fo, that I ſaid, If I ſhould 
loſe the money, if thee give me ſtrength not to fret, 1 
am willing.” at was as far as I was permitted to ſee 
into the meaning, at that time, of I require it at thy 
& hands.” | | . 

I called on Murray in the morning, and gave him my 
propoſals how I would have the agreement made betwixt 
us; that he ſhould make it over to me as mine; that he 
mould write to me once a week, and give me an account 
of what he received,” and not ſpend more than a guinea a 
week; and give me the reſt, till my debt was paid, and 
then it ſfiould become his property; and that he was not 
to move without an order from my hand. You muſt ob- 
ſerve, this man was a ſtt to me, and 1 had no other 


view than to ſerve him, and thought it neceſſary to ſe- 
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eure my property: though (to ſpeak of his qualities) as. 
Lam going to ſpeak of his difficulties; I likewiſe find it 
my duty to mention the bleflnigs God has beſtowed on 
him; for remember, thoſe are not our own ſtrength. —- 
This man lodged in my houſe, as near as I can remember, 
half a year, and I believe him to be an honeſt and a ſober 
man, if it was not for company; and when with men of 
his own ſcience, or ingenious men, he quite forgets who 
is to pay the ſcore—there were many ſo mean when he 
entertained them—as they often expreſſed it, time well 
fpent. That for his age he is a ſurpriſing man, and moſt 


gentlemen are fond of his company, when once — 
at 


uainted. But I have to ſay, they will be aſhamed t 
— have not rewarded what they have accepted and ad- 
mired, after having ventured his life in the wars, and be- 


ing willing to be a flave, to entertain the vain curioſity of 


men, who, after all, do not know what they ſaw, or it 


might have proved better, or opened their underſtandings 


more than a ſermon. He moſtly beſtows his labours on 
ſuch as pleaſe to call themſelves gentlemen—I call them 
wild Iſhmaelites: their hearts repreſent the camera, and 
this young man what you teach, ye ſcholars ! who pride 
yourſelves in your claſſical education, &c. Remember, 

ou have made game of Quakers, and the ſpiritual wor- 
— who wait upon God in ſilence. Let me aſk you 
from whence comes the Spirit that quickens, and left the 


- Scriptures on record? can you deny that to be the Spirit 


of God? then do you think that God changes? No; I 
can tell you it is man, who is become more darkened and 
ſelf-willed. They may well ſay, God does not ſpeak to 
people now, becauſe they, like Iſhmael, make game of 
thoſe who were baptiſed with Chriſt's baptiſm, and ſuf- 
fered impriſonment ; ſo you are (till caſt out with the out- 
ward bread and water. That is the letter doctrine, and 


that bread ſeems to fail ; for there ſeems a famine in the 


heart, though God ſends a plenty, through the ſtony ſelf- 
willed hearts. If God ſuffers it to go on much longer, 
you will ſtarve one another, and break one another's hearts, 
and murder one another; for there are many who are 
murdering one another : and this is eating things ſtrangled 
in blood. You are really in a pit of darkneſs, which Mur- 


ray's camera repreſents. 


. I took him to a carpenter of my acquaintance. Murray 
found him to be an ingenious man, and they CITY 
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one another. I told the carpenter I would ſee him paid, 
a 


and then left town. I then wrote to the carpenter, a 

defired him to call on me the firſt day, at twelve o'clock, 
as my brother would be at meeting. I was rather unwell; 
my exerciſe was very great at that time, and when I gave 
the carpenter the money, I trembled, and a darkneſs over- 
madowed me, ſo that I cried, © O Lord, what am I going 
to do! and ſeemed very much affected: at that time 

could ſee no reaſon for it. The reaſon why I defired the 
carpenter to call that day was, I plainly faw if my brother 


and ſiſter knew, they would blame me, and aſk queſtions 


* 


that might bring me into difficulties, as it was hid from me. 


The day being hot, and the carpenter much heated in walk- 


ing, caught cold 14 in his wet cloaths, which cauſed 
a fever; and after he got well, cut his finger. This ſeemed 
to put the work back, and Murray had nothing to ſupport 
him the while. This ſeemed a great croſs=They let me 


know when the work was done. I called and paid the 


carpenter, and when the bills were produced, a great dark- 
neſs came over me, ſo that I was obliged to lay my head 
on the table: I then pleaded to God, What am I goin 
to do? I have no view to the man, nor profit: I ha 


done this thing out of mere charity, or pity, and if he is 


wicked as well 


not a good man, doſt not thou give to t 
him good, if it pleaſe 


as the good ? and thou canſt m 
thee: t 
and if he ſhould ſpend it, thee canſt give me ſtrength to 
give it up.“ I paid the — and we applied to a lawyer 
to make the agreement, which, after ſome time, was made, 
and Murray was to pay the lawyer the firſt money he took. 
After this was ſettled, I went into many deeps. Oh! the 
baptiſms I went into. O I often wiſhed never to ſee him 
more. Then it was ſaid, „He ſhews it on a firſt day.“ 


T felt an horror for that, fo that I then came to town and - 


mentioned my diflike to his ſhewing it on a firſt day, which 
he readily gave up; and then it was faid to me, © Now 
<< thou halt told him, thou art clear: fay to him, he may 
&« do as he likes,” He ſaid, firſt days were his beſt days. 
T ſaid, Thee may do it, if thee find freedom.“ I found 
a degree of happineſs to follow that fmall command; for 
remember, | 
He then took money, and gave me no account of it. 

At this time many thin 


the Scriptures.” As the ſolar microſcope enlargeth the 
* 8 a, 
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gaveſt him life, and why ſhould he be ſtarved? 


ience is better than the fat of rams. 


in a morning were opened in - 
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Jican. Now if you have 
tains, (thoſe things which I may mention may appear as 
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ſmalleſt mite, ſo this light enlarged the Scriptures, as from 
the fall of Adam, the promiſe to Abraham, and the bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt. Theſe things appeared as a ſcene, and a 
voice, as, plain as if the book laid before me, as I had 
ſtrength to receive them; for it ſeemed an entire new 


work, and ſometimes it was more than my body could 


bear. I found my ſtrength decay, but was enabled to cry 
to the Lord for ſtrength, and a more clear light, that I 
might not be deceived. Then it was ſaid, How long 
5 ſhall my people not know whether it is God, or the 
cc devil, that ſpeaks to them?” Now as the all-wiſe God 
made theſe bodies for our puniſhment, for our further re- 
finement; for remember God ſaid, Sit thou on m 
<< right hand, until 1 make thine enemies thy footſtool. 
Now this appears clear to me, by the work done in me, 
that we mult lay at his feet, and become nothing, that is, 
Telf-will in us becoming dead; and this will let us ſee what 
we are in fallen nature. God gave us free will, and we 
have uſed it againſt his command : for as Chriſt came on 
the earth, whom we believe to. be the Son of God, he 
left many commands on record; and as we are convinced 
thoſe are the commands of God, and go againſt them, we 
die, or become darkened ; that is going into a fit of dark- 
neſs, as into the mire and clay: — it is only by ſub- 
mitting, and petitioning God to caſt out that ſpirit of 
darkneſs: and this can only be done by faith and prayer. 


Remember when Chriſt ſent out the apoſtles, he gave 
them orders and power to caſt out deyils, which is the 


L 5 of darkneſs, who ſhews himſelf in many ſhapes. 
ere are many degrees of madneſs: that which has gone 
againſt the command of God, is all degrees of madneſs: 
and this darkneſs can only be diſperſed by acknowledging 
ourſelves before the e Lage as prodigals, or the pub- 

ith that God can remove moun- 


mountains to you, in this pit of darkneſs) unleſs we are 


baptiſed with Chriſt's baptiſm, and born again of the 


. we can in no wiſe enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Lo fay we believe Chriſt died for us, and we are not bap- 
tiſed with his baptiſm, it would be only faith without 


works, which is dead. Then let us conſider what that 


baptiſm means. Do we know Chriſt to fit in us as a 


Refiner with fire, and as a Fuller with ſoap ? have we 
ſeen our misſteps, our w 


eakneſſes? have we pleaded _ 
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him for ſtrength to keep us from doing thoſe things we 
abhor in ourſelves? do we ſee that all ſtrength comes from 
God, that we can do no good thing of ourſelves? does 
the light go before us, and ſhew us all our aCtions ? are 
we kept ſo near to him as not to murmur, whatſoever: 
difficulties we _y meet with? do we ſee in every action 
0 


that we ſin not? for if we were baptiſed, and born again, 


this would be the caſe, for Chriſt would be born in us: 


we then ſhould become heirs with him: for he has faid, 
© Thoſe are my brothers and ſiſters, who do the will of 
e my Father which is in heaven.“ Is not the command 
of Chriſt, “ Be ye perfect, even as your Father which is 
cc in heaven is perfect?“ and whofoever doeth his com- 
c mandments, and teacheth them, ſhall be called great in 
c the kingdom of heaven.“ Who can do theſe things 
but the power of God, which is Chriſt, or the good Son? 
for when we are baptiſed and born again, then the ſtrong 
man is bound, and his goods ſpoiled: then the temple is 
furniſhed with the ſtrength and power of God: that is 
the prodigal's coming home, and the Father accepting him 
again, he“ will bring us. into the n houſe, 
and his banner over us will be love.“ This is the good 
treading the wicked under feet as ſtubble,” yea, as aſhes: 
then you cannot ſin; and when you find that ſtrength 
given you, be aſſured yu are going on in the right road 
to gain the crown; and that muſt be by keeping near to 
God, and looking up continually for ſtrength, and follow 
ing his directions. Keep your minds very much retired, 
to find the right motion which leads you into all truth; 
for that is the Light, that is Chriſt, who goes before us; 
the Holy Ghoſt, that convinces us of our fins, and can 
preſerve us from all evil. This would be lighting your 
lamps, which cannot be done without becoming a new 
creature; this is putting off the old man with his deeds, 
and putting on the new man, Chriſt Jefus, Now if this 
is not the caſe, you will find yourſelves not heirs with 
God's Son, or the fon of promiſe :>no, ye will be as 
Iſhmael's ſeed, an outcaſt afttr. the fleſh, which wars 
gainſt the Spirit, and crucifies their Saviour afreſh. —* 

riſt promiſed to ſend a Comforter, the Holy Ghoſt z 


and when this fell on them, as they waited at Jeruſalem, 


as many as received this Comforter, ſold their eſtates, and 
lived in common. O remember Ananias, and his wife 
Sapphira, who lyed to 257 Holy Ghoſt. Was not * 


* 


the ſame lying ſpirit with the firſt, that tempted, Eve? 
I fay, can you petition to God to enable you to give the 
ſon of ſin up? to deſire him to heal you of this . 
and to accept of you once again? are you — to give 
up all, and let Chriſt, the good Son, take poſſeſſion of 
your body, and come and live, and dwell in you, and lead 
and guide you into all truth, and have the full power of 
ur hearts, and do as he pleaſeth with your money and 
dv and give up ſelf-will and free-will, that you may 
be heirs with Chtiſt, and become children of God? This 
is being ingrafted into the Vine, that you, may eat with 
him in his kingdom of bread and wine. Now if you. 
haye faith that God can do theſe things, and pray in ſecret, 
as in the cloſet of your hearts, as ſhutting the door againſt 
the things in this world, do not doubt but God will re- 
ward you ope A 8 
Now to go. forward with Murray's.— He bad taken 


money for ſeveral weeks, and given me no account of it. 


One night, about twelve o'clock, as near as I can recol- 
left, I was awaked with a great noiſe, as the roaring of 
many waters, and a voice ſaid, «« Ariſe up to the door 
6 and pray.” I was lifted up in bed, as with a mighty 
power. I ſaw with my ſpiritual eye a viſion come iu at 
a back door in a paſſage; the ſhape every way as the devil 
is painted : I ſaw the lower part firſt, and as if many 
moving creatures by the ſide where it appeared gloomy- 
L then was directed to the face, He then ſtood ill at the 
foot of the ſtairs, and there appeared as a moon paſſing 
over his face three times, and as it paſſed it wavered every, 
time. Then an. inward voice ſaid, ** Ariſe up and be 
_ <6. affured thou art awake: art thou ſure thou knoweſt the 
< features?” And that was repeated ſeveral times, and I 
ſaw them as plain as if a candle had been held to bis face. 
I trembled much, and prayers were given me, as with a 
mighty power: and then he marched; forwards, as on his 
toes, I ſaw him go out at the front door : then it was 
ſaid, “As ſure as thee ſee this man go through this entry, 
“ and thee pray for him, ſo ſure ſhall the devil go out of 
© man, and become dead.“ O the horror I felt, and 
prayed W pc for I could not conceive the meauing. 
of this. The noiſe continued for ſome time after. I then 
received my ſtre as uſual, and great promiſes were 
made: I his is the gathering of the harveſt, this is the 
4 chaffy nature that muſt be burnt up as with firs. " 
| „the 


OE 
| 1 2.1 
cc the globe turns on the axis, ſo will I gather my people, 
« both great and ſmall : yea, I will tread the wick] down '* 


& as. aſhes under my feet.” Then my eye was carried 
over the world, as from one end to the other. Then God 
aſked me if 1 would accept all people to be my friend and 
neighbour. 1 was happy at that found. O what a joy L 
felt, to have all unit Þ As; ingraſted in the vine. I ö 
ſaw the ſtate of the people: then [ began to pray that the 
Lord would make your work light, and that he would din 
me ſeven times ſeven in the river Jordan for you. I offered 
my life, if he would, beſtow this blefling on you. I was 
much enabled to pray for all people, but my ſtrength 
ſeemed to decreaſe. About noon I went into great deeps 
and darkneſs, Oh! the burthen was great. In a morn- 
ing I, was as uſual; received greater ſtrength every day, 
and. 


c dead drum {hall ſound.“ I faw many deeper things than 
I could comprebend-; and if ever I began to fear that I 
Was, miſled, it was ſaid, “ How long ſhall my people not 
« know whether it is God or the devil that ſpeaks to 
% them?” Then it was ſaid, I am the God of heaven, 


e the Lord of hoſts; I will ſurely. do theſe things to the 


« fulfilling of the Scriptures :” and the promiſe was with 

1 oath, as the Lord ſpake to Moſes. That ſeemed. to 
Anrels my mind, becauſe Chriſt ſaid, Swear-not at all; 
dut let your Yea be yea, and your Nay be nay.” oi 


aid, © O Lord, give me nende and thy word is ſuffi- 


cient; only ſuffer me not to fall, or the enemy to tempt 
me any more; for thou, O Lord, knoweſt all things, and 
my whole truſt is in thee, to lead me right.“ The voice 
ſpake to me, calling me by my name: it was as if he 
walked by my fide, and we talked together. It was often 
repeated, (as my work went on fo regular) In fix days 


. 


66 the Lord e the heavens and the earth; ſo thy work 


6 is carried on, and as the building of the temple.” And 
as I got ſtrength, I was much enabled to pray for the peo- 
ple; for when I came to town, it was ſaid, Look, the 
t people full in the face, and pray for them: which was 
not uſual with me, (for I had been uſed to hang my head 
down like a bulruſh. As I looked at the people, and 
prayed for them, my ſtrength decreaſed. Before | returned 
home it was ſaid, ** Look down, thy ſtrength is ſo ex- 
& hauſted, for much virtue is gone out of thee I am not, 
fully come—thee mighteſt continue it till thee drop 


& down.“ 


the darkneſs decreafed, It was often repeated, The | 


8 8 
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& down.“ Theſe things were not only repeated once, 


but my mind was continually being ſhewn reaſons, thoug 
under a cloud, and the promiſe frequently renewed of this 
great building being raifed, as Solomon's temple, for God 
to dwell in, I had many views that there would be a 
time that the Lord would require me for a work; It was 
often" repeated, . will give thee hinds feet; I will carry 
& thee over the mountains: when 1 have prepared thee 
44 for this work, I will ſend thee a companion; yea, I 
« will prepare thee one myſelf, that will ſtrengthen thee.” 
This was often repeated, —One day as I fat at work, (for 
I was always happieſt when. I was out of company, for 
en my work went clearer on) I was ſhewn many great 
things, which cannot now be mentioned. It ſeemed as if 
I was. lifted out of the body, though my outward faculties 
remained as uſual, as to my work, or if any perſon ſpoke 
to me: for then my ſiſter ſaid, © Had not thee better fit 
with us, than fit alone in that room ?* which was a room 
adjoining. I ſaid, * I fit here for the benefit of the fun ? 
which ſeemed ſtrange to like the fun to ſhine on me in a 
hot day, and in the month called June. It appeared to 
me, by my ſiſter's auſwer, as if ſhe thought it was out of 
contradiction. She faid, © Perhaps thou doſt not like our 
company. I mention this to ſhew what poor dark mortals 
we are, whilſt in the wilderneſs. My ſiſter forgot how 
often ſhe had deſired ta be alone and ſtill in berfelf + for 
ſometimes ſhe would fcatce ſo much as ſpeak, or ſuffer to 


be aſked to take nouriſhment. Theſe things were as great 


croſſes, to bring me down to this work. At this time it 
was repeated, 1 will bring thee a companion, and they 
«& are even at the door; yea, I will bring them myfelt, 
% and they are even at the door, and that will convince 
« thee it is my work.” It was ſpoke as with a quick 
voice, which ſtartled me, for I underſtood it as the door 
of the houſe : and then again, „I am he; and as the fun 
e© ſhines on thy head, ſo will I ſhine in thy face; Iwill 
„ be thy ſtrength, ſhield, and rock, and none ſhall pull 
ic thee out of my hands, nor make thee afraid : but I am 
4 not yet fully come, and by prayer thee loſe thy ſtrength, 
« and at night I can ſpeak but low, which cauſes that 
% darkneſs as a cloud: this is occaſioned by the ſelf-will 
in people; which has brought down this darkneſs, which 
bas cauſed them to miſs their way in the wilderneſs : 
« it is their diſobedience, or 1 ſhould have brought —— 
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ſeeks to worſhip him. Chriſt promiſed to ſend you a 


give up the god o 


F 


= 2 
te before to the promiſed land. This has been a night of 


tc apgſtacy; they have robbed me, yea, all that nation. 
1 7 — and come quickly, ſays the God of heaven, 


« leſt I remove your candleſtick out of its place, a 


cc leave you in utter darkneſs, where there ſhall be weep- 


« ing, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth. O ye backſliders, 
ce how lon "hal my people carry your burthen? how 


“ long will S back ? can you ſay that you know 
to 


ce the living G ave led you through the wilderneſs? 
& have you followed my light? have you waited for the 
c voice of the true Shepherd? Oh! I have been weary of 
ic hearing the lowing of the oxen, and bleating of the 


cc ſheep. Now conſider what py have to offer; ate you 


cc willing to part with all, to be led and guided into all 
c truth, that I may dwell in you, and you in me? for 


cc this work. will be done quickly, faith the Lord, the 


God of heaven! and according to your ſubmiſſion, you 
c ſhall receive; for he that hideth his talent as in the 
cc earth, it ſhall be taken from him, and given to another. 
cc Remember the call of the eleventh hour.” Oy 


Now to explain, according to the promiſe, and bring | 


to this age, (or the ſtate we now ſtand in) according to 
my views, God ſaid he would always have a people who 
ſhould worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, for ſuch God 


Comforter, - and as he cannot lye, that is now offering to 


all them that wait at Jeruſalem ; and as that falls and con- 


vinces the ſervants of their fins, and baptizes them as into 
his body, they ſpeak as the oracle, or the good ſon ; but, 


like Iſhmael, they have laughed them to ſcorn; and as 


long as that ſpirit remains, they. will be no leſs than the 
outcaſt that was caſt out into darkneſs, living upon the 
outward bread and, water, which has cauſed a famine as in 


the heart, yea, and has crucified the Saviour afteſn. For 
„. ye have withholden the outward bread from my fer- 
e yants, yea, from my little ones; ye have even ſtrangled 
„ them as in their blood, for want.” How will you 


ſtand when the God of heaven appears, as with a book 


and rod? for he has promiſed. throughly to purge his. 
floor. Remember my woes againſt them that turned 
4 the ſtranger from his right.” God invited you by 
Peter's viſion, but ＋ have made excuſes; you could not 

this world, and lay at Chriſt's feet; 


you are not yet ſo humbled. Take this into a deep con- 
LH ads : ; ; Y ſideration, 


* 


* 
2 | ( 32 ] 
Fideration, fre you willing to become a child of God, and 
de born again? then — as Iſhmael did: and will yqu ac- 
cept me for your mother, to cry for you, that God may 
open your eyes to ſee the well of living water, (that is 
this work which I declare done in me) that God may give, 
u living water, that you may not thirſt again? are you 
willing to labour in the vineyard of your heart ? are you 
willing to wait at Jeruſalem for the Comforter? are you 
willing to ſay, Come, brother and fiſter, let us go up to 
the houfe of the Lord, and fee What God has in ftore 
can you leave all, and follow God ? 1 mean, the fading 
vanities of this world, as God may convince you. Con- 
fider this, God will not be mocked, for ſuch as you ſow, 
A fach ſhall == reap. And now I declate a work done, 
and am made willing to declare it to the world, that in 
this manner God will come to you. Now conſider whe- 
ther you have the wedding garment- on, leſt he ſhould 
bind you hand and foot, and caft you into outer darkneſs. 
OI have many ſecrets to unfold to you, if you will but 
labour in the vineyard of your heart; for God knows how 
you can bear them: according to your faith and Jabours 
you will receive: for why ſhould God do ſuch a work in 
me, if his coming was not nigh ? = e 
Now to go on with Murray.— And as Chrift is m 
Maſter, and has carried me into the promiſed land, 
which 1 bring you theſe good tidings, the Lord being beau- 
tiful; for I can fay, here is finer fruit on the tree than TI 
could ever have conceived. I invite you to come and taſte 
for yourſelves ; for now I eat of the tree of life :=this is 
eating and drinking with Chriſt in his kingdom; that is, 
of his body; and he is my beloved, whom 1 have found; 
for his love is better than wine. For though I have 
changed the laſt guinea, yet I neither toil nor ſpin; for 
we muſt become as the lilies in the valley. Solomon, in 
all his glory, was not arrayed like one of them. Sol 
can ſay, God is ſufficient to give you ſtrength to part with 
all, and follow him; for my truſt is in God, who pro- 
miſed to feed and clothe the poor; for God ſhews me, as 
with trembling, there has been a famine in this land, and 
he has ſent a Ren Now, ſteward, give up thy ſtew- 
ardſhip, for thou ſhalt be no longer ſteward; fo get your 
accounts ready, for I feel a rod held out to you: I do 
not declare a work that has not been done in me; I can 
glorify my God that has firſt required it at my _ 
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- acknowledge to God for that favour. His work repreſents 


| ſider what that ſpirit is that 


38 ) 


then ve mefiren h to give up all to feed and clothe tb 


eutcaft of men, you have made uſe of them for your 
brutiſh purpoſes, and taught them as at the ſchool of the 
devil; for the army and navy are no better works, faith 
the God of heaven, and he is coming with a rod to let 
u know it. Are you prepared to meet the Bridegroom 
our hearts? Oh! I tremble for you. 


5 the ſtory that 1 relate of this Murray, take it to 


elves, for 1 wiſh half of you had as many good qua- 
ies as he has, to weigh againſt lb ee, We f | 


the ſpirit of darkneſs : by * have valued the wiſdom of 
this world, and pride of life, and ſet bad examples, and 
refuſed becoming as fools for Chriſt's. ſake, and choſen 
thoſe things which God has forbid, God has thrown me 
into the deeps, like Jonah, till I was willing to br 


ing yon 
his meſſage of the day that will burn as an oyen. Though 
W 


it red I ſhould have a work in the miniſtry, "I 
I took that work in hand of Mutray's, notwi ding I 
knew it was required of me from God, I lamented — 
becauſe I was a bad ſpeller, and had often heard him take 
people off for that. God made me ſenſible that he could 
take that talent away, and give it to another; for he often 
ſhewed me that he could make me ſpell my own name 
wrong, which made me tremble at our folly; and a voice 
ſaid, ** O vain man, and vain woman, that value them- 
« ſelves on the abilities that God gives.” Gad-gives y 
abilities, but man robs him of their improvement. —— 
is a thief; for God offered 
when be gave his Son, as a lamb of the flock without ſpot 
or wrinkle, for 15 fins, and afterwards ſent the Comforter, 
which was the Holy Ghoſt z then, remember, all thi 
were in common: but as man. was not willing to part with 
felf-will, for he bas many ſtrong holds, the ſerpent be- 
ing a ſubtle beaſt, and „ cops round the tree; but when 
you pray to God to cut that tree of fin down, and graft 
the good branches into the vine, then they, will bear goo! 
fruit; then you will have the beft wine, which will be a 
continual bappineſs, having nothing to fear. As you muſt 
come by the way of the river Jordan, the delightful things 
muſt be locked up for a time. And now we ſhall ſon whe 
ther the men's or the women's ſecret will prove the wiſeſt; 


„ 


for I believe there will be no hidden ſecrets when this 
work is done; for S The free-maſons ſecret, 
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„ 1 

ce br their Wages, is the devibs penny,“ becauſe they ob- 

ferve the building of the outward bs 

fought Chriſt to make them good workmen, to do their 

part to the building of this bodily houſe, for his glory to 

come down and dwell with us. No, you rejected the 

Corner-ftone; ſo inſtead of pillars, you are but rotten 
ſts : but ſince you think the women are not worthy of 


nowing your ſecrets, which are built on a ſandy founda- - 


tion, and are that houſe which will fall, when the floods 
beat; I ſay, Chriſt's wages is a ſilver penny; but the de- 
vil's is horror and confuſion. Oh! how have you ſpent 


our time, and your Maſter's money, that might have 


the poor: though you may do charity, but not ſeek- 
ing God firſt, to give you a principle to know whether it 
is your own money you give; for there are many that 
may have a curioſity to know this blind ſecret, that do 
not pay their debts; and*here is an evil, and if you are 
partakers of their evils,” you muſt partake of their plagues. 
And I ſay from God, you that lead people into ſuch er- 
Tors, or partake with t yr your money will be required 
to pay their debts. Oh! If 


or I am right. 

After Murray had had this work' for ſome conſiderable 
time, and I underſtood that he took money, and gave me 
no account, (what made me leave it ſo long was, I knew 
he was bare of cloaths, and gave him leave to make him- 
ſelf decent) 1 found it my duty to call on him. At that 
time he was at the Cumberland-gardens. He gave me no 
account, but faid he ſcarce made both ends meet, and 


| could like to do more, but had not ſufficient. I told bim if 
he would call on me at Tottenham, I would let him have 


a gninea—— This was the firſt time 1 ſaw the temple, 
though I had had many views of the . of that 
work. The firſt ſcene was as the devil's dark Janthorn, 
which was often repeated. The next, the people's dark 
hearts. Again, people walking in darkneſs. ! 
About a week after J was in town, Murray called on 


me, and when I ſaw him, I trembled to think what I 


ſhould ſay to my ſiſter. I felt a great anger againſt him 


from God. I ſaid, Surely, Murray, thou art not care- 
ful, or thou wouldeſt not want money of me: fure thee 


do not take me for thy friend.” He ſaid, I am ſure 1 do. 


At chat time I gave him a guinea. Now it was ſaid 10 


* 


ſe, and have not 


eel a great earthquake againſt 
is building. Now pray to God to know whether you 


= ado.” oooh r 
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me, as calling me by my name, before I gave the guin 
5 Now theo lend = this guinea, or lend it him pine 
for at that time my money had not been given up. I un- 
derſtood that I added that to the other. I was glad to get 
him out of the houſe : yet I felt a pity for him, that he 
had to come ſo far for it. Somehow my heart ached for 
him, and I could not think what could be the reaſon of 
it, for 1 thought he ated imprudently. His failing is, 
he invites all he knows ſo heartily to come and ſee him, 
then treats as generouſly, Thoſe places are "oy expen- 
ſive; yet I believe he thinks he does it for the beſt, as by 
many acquaintance he ſhall get a living. 
At this time I was under much trouble to know how £ 
ſhould come off with my ſiſter, as ſhe expected Murray 
to bring me money. I was much exerciſed. *© Lord, di- 
re& me; Lord, give me ſtrength; for I muſt ſooner tell 
than ſpeak. an untruth.“ Know by this, if you would 
have people act uprightly, you ſhould not alk queſtions. 
1 found great trials, and much labour, to keep preciſely to 
the truth. This is the difficulty of ſeryants, or people 
obligated to give anſwers, where they are loth to offend, 
or their bread depends. Since, I ſee this was for a trial 
for me; for as I prayed, it paſſed through my mind, 
« Man, cannot live by read alone.” And às we were at 
dinner, my mind was much exerciſed for fear I ſhould be 
obliged to tell that which would bring me, into more ex- 
pe; after, and they would blaine me, My fiſter aſked 
how Murray did : © Has he brought thee a good deal of 
money I ſaid, No. — What! did he bring thee 
none . No, ſiſter, I do not care about money now.“ 
Then ſhe . ake ſharp, That is fooliſh; we cannot do 
without food to ſupport the body, no more than without 
ſpiritual food,” I ſaid, Man cannot live by bread alone; 
and my faith is, that God can ſupport the outward body 
without food, if he pleaſe “ ſo there was no more ſaid. 
OI cannot expreſs the thankfulneſs of heart I had given 
me to God, that had been my ſtrength in that combat. 
This ſhews how near we ought to keep to God, to fight 
_ the battle for us. O we need to ſhut our, mouths, and 
lay in the duſt ;, that is, becoming dead in ſelf- nature; 
this is ſubmitting to God, and lying at his feet: this is 
for a puniſhment, to come in by obedience, for whatever 
we haye offended him in, when he turned us out of hea- 
ven. Now our proud ** muſt come down, 8 89 
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into darkneſs on the ith; for it is ſald, « 
<c-weeping, wailing, and 
not ph #56 a poor foul in ſorrow, hen I am happy. 
may be enabled to cry t 
0 > bend your houſe on the rock: then this work will 
T al rae for I believe the day is ſet for his com- 
P ger 4 reafly, is the e 


t to go ar nad rage (rd Yo 
vaptiſin ſeemed to be in 

a * orders, he 
of it. As uſual, I carried my fiſter milk in the morning. 
28 ppt to me, As there has been a croſs between 
„I now will return her the 
fiſter 'a kifs before thee 
ed an exerciſe, as it was 


afhing of teeth. 


. Friend and 


= the . 


Ws if thy fiſter's willi 
: thee muſt offer 
60 e her the milk.” That 
I ſaid, ©O Lord, give me ft 
ou knoweſt "the meaning | 
Ochar thy will may be done in me“ OT mach cried for 
ftairs, and as I entered the rob; 
- but —. 5 ſteadily looking 


thy will; for 


I 
ſeetned much ec. wen iſ 


oy row n n Ae $0 


then Rooped down to kiſs her. She drew her head 
and ſpake with reat ve- 
n by wanting to kifs me? 
was it love, or was it not? Then «groan 1 fat wy 
acht. I faw the had much 
nd her natural tr 

t' thee mean by it? what 1 the 1 chee 4 ? thee 
Ros thee tell me? an ma 
MAN 


Hig often told 2 he | 
is not content. I fat ſtill 
of the 7 
en from me; and 
betray ed me with 
frrengh to hrs | 


I then a br 
hat a night ſhe had 


as if ſhe was 
1 What 


ha ths we 


Fus her to 


diflatisfied ; Wh 
| hem things : but 1 fo 
* no power ta (| 


t be ſhut, *ad now the i 
10 he tag Jour, then roſe up and went o 
ſenfible that 
through my "wind, 6 

1735 and 1 would "hu 
ce returned it to chy ſiſter, byt, "maid, ' ſhe would not ac- 
& cept it.” By that perceived there was a further mean 
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this is open more clear 
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1 
the Lord requires to do things to tr 
ones, who think others are not fo „ | 
have no right to judge one another; — all 
| t to God. If we know the beam is out of our 
eye, and find it our duty, as a command of out Captain, 
to declare a meſſage to our fellow travellers, then we 5 
ſhould pity. them, knowing our own weakrneſles, 
ſecret 4 would be to the ord, to condeſcend to 
and let them ſte themſelves. O 


eff 


forry for it yy ind perhaps 
more criminal hid under their own Took. 


will righteouſneſs? O your deeds to G. 
Chriſt, 7 8 © Oh many would 
. be they will not warns Ao : 


to "the light, or to leave them an r- 
—5 . may think are hid from man, and have 
judged others. h! I feel a rod, as an earthquake, for 
many teachers, or forward ſpirits, who have not laboured 
to have their own vineyards cleanſed, but look at others 
for God judges the heart, _ 288 the outſide; and 1 
with ſorrow of heart ſay, ſhewa me: there are 
many whitened — 2 bak are more | 
in his fight : and he has permitted them 10 ſpeak, to cur- 
rect, as they think, others; though the ſun never ſhines 
in-their face : for] have ſeen many rocks that their ſhipe 
run foul 
F ceper, as ſeven times ſeven, in the river ; 
that I may be proved a found. veſſel, before thee en- 
7 leſt I ſhould ſplit agninſt a rock, . 
and others fuffer by me: and I oſten cried, Lord, 4 
would rather thou wouldeſt take me, than Jet me be hurt 
ful to others.” This was my cry for 3 long ſeaſon, for 1 
had many queries about friends; one being fo different 
from another ; that one ſhould ſpeak with ſuch great power 
as from God; which I ever obſerved from my youth as in 
ſame ſtrangers that ſpoke, which ſtruck me and wounded 
me to my foul, for things I thought none could tell me 
but God: then in querying, 28 mow things aroſe in my 
mind, I was plainly fhewn t ere baptiſed as with the 
Holy Ghoſt, to come with es: and theſe were 
favours from God : and rhooght I Said had many of theſe _ 
EEE EN 
| wh out 


; which made me cry, Lord, dip me 


83 3 
* = 


—— 
— — 


— — 


—— — — — — 
. ec 3g - 


— — 


er 


ag —— 
— 


= WY 
» 4 — — * — 
— — — —— 


—— — 


= * 4. - — * — „ — CA Aw — a 
— — r —& =o 3 — 4 A 
2 — 2 „ on 3 * — ip 2 . = 
Ps ng 0 — — " — — — — "TIE we 


— — 
— — 


mould have that ſtrength given me not to fall again: for I 


1 1980 | ; 


without having a full aſſurance from Gad to preſervè me 
never to fall again ;.for I thought, if they ſpake from God, 
they muſt converſe with God; which 1 was early favonred 
with, as with ſweet meetings—I can ſay, meeting with 


God, and his power. There always appeared as a bright 


heaven before me, after 1: had trod the narrow path; for 
many paſſages of the Scriptures - were, impreſſed on my 
— ag tat in filence. | | 

It often. paſſed through my mind, We come to worſhip 
God; and if we da not think of him, and pray to him to 
direct us right, we mock God, and crucify him afreſn.— 
That paſſage which ſays, Be ye perfect, even as your 


„ Father which is in heaven is perfect,“ was often 
brought to my mind: then another ſer in oppoſition againſt 


it; There- are none good, no, not one, but God.“ 
Now there was a long combat in my mind about theſe two 
paſſages; but I perſevered in filence, deſiring God to ſhew 


me their. meaning.—lt was:ſhewn me, that all in Adam 
fell, and muſt be reſtored by ſubmitting to become nothi 


in ſe//-nature—to lay at Chriſt's feet, and die daily, an 
receive Chriſt's love in us, and follow that Shepherd who 
fays, < My ſheep know my voice, and a ſtranger they 


will not follow.“ Theſe things being early ingrafted 
in my mind, without reading, I wiſhed to wait for that 


voice, which I can ſay, bleſſed be the name of my God 
for looking on ſo poor and unworthy a worm; for I al- 
ways ſaid, O Lord, when wilt thou accept of a poor 
unworthy prodigal ??; I was very jealous over my actions, 


and wiſhed to ſive with friends. I ſaw my great weak- 


neſſes, though ſtrong in defires to come to that ſtrength 
that I ſaw:was ſufficient, if I could once get hold of the 
hem: of his garment, and hold it faſt, I often queried 


- with God, © Are not thy ſervants kept without falling? I 


believe as thou haſt ſaid, Be perfect,“ that means thou 
wilt give them ſtrength, if they are willing to be directed 
22 never to fall again.“ I was clearly convinced as 

od gave us that command, it was our fault that we did 


not a It is ſaid, ** Aſk, and ye ſhall receive; knock, 


4 and it ſhall- be opened to you.” Theſe were my la- 


bours and cries to God, at meeting and at home, Shew 


me myſelf, what I really am in thy fight, and give me 


faith and ſtrength, and patience to wait thy full time: for 
I had a ſenſe given me, that I ſhould ſee that day, or 


often 
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often queried with God, If this is not the caſe; how can 
we be ready? and thou haſt ordered us to be ready, whe- 
ther it be at cock-crowing, or at midnight: and we have 
no other but thee that can give us ſtrength.“ As I'faid 
before, I cannot expreſs the goodneſs of God to ſo poor 
and unworthy a worm. O his great condeſcenſion, that 
aſſured me the time would come that the Comforter ſhould 
come, and tarry to my comfort, And in thus labouring, 
or ſubmittitig, | have found my beloved Comforter; and 
I can ſay, he is fully come; for he never leaves me. 

And this is my Captain's commaffd to you, that hs 
ſtands at the door of your hearts, and if any man open 
the door by prayer, he will come in, and make them ready, 
and build their temple; for the Builder and Maker is Gop. 
Now if you believe God can do this work, and-petition 
him on the bended knees of your hearts to do it for you, 
fay, * Not my will, but thine be done, O Lord, and do 
thy work in thy own time: only make me ready, and 
. whati thou wouldeſt have me to be.“ Aſk nothing but 
what the Lord pleaſe. O prodigal, look at thy lofty tree; 
that muſt be cut down, as the tree of fin. It is not 
£ he that willeth, nor he that runneth ; but him that 
cc doeth the will of my Father, that can enter in by the 
«© way of the ſheepfold. —God will not be mocked: if 
e you ſow to the fleſh, of the fleſh you muſt reap: cor- 
« ruption; if you ſow to the Spirit, you ſhall reap life 
cc everlaſting.” Conſider, it is an awful day, to meet 
God face to face. And this is my command from 
Captain, to you that have made game of the Spirit; for 
he knows your thoughts—you ſtand naked before him— , 
it is him you inſult, and he will reward you according to 
your works, when he comes, for he will ſurely pay you 
your wages, It will be, „Steward, give up thy ſtew- 
4c ardſhip, for thou ſhalt be no longer ſteward.“ Tou 
have the Scriptures, and have much valued yourſelves on 
your learning; and he will take full poſſeſſion of his 
eſtate, that is, our bodies; he will fe-d and clothe the 
poor, and let you ſee what his commands were, and where 
you ought to have ſought for the ſtrength to have done 
them; „For he that doeth theſe things, and teaches 
5 them, ſhall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.“ 
That certainly muſt be the power of God that can enable 
to do and teach them. Then we mutt learn to give — 
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mut e a falſe 
er work, and we muſt learn to pity 
- hem; or where is, our charity one for another ? Who 


- | 1 40 
8 remember what is ſaid of the ſpirit that 
But to go on. My ſtrength increaſed, and the darkneſs 
decreaſed. 1 had mighty things ſhewn me, relating to 


| how. this work would be done, by views and great pro- 
miſes; as, I am the Alpha a — 
Ing and the end:” and, If there is a God in heaven, 


and the Omega, the begin- 
& this work ſhall be done.” Surely there is no one that 
If there are any ſo deep in ſleep, my prayers. 
God would condeſcend to awaken them, for our 
fakes, that petition might and day for them as ourſelves. 
Nov — agreement was brought to my views 
was fajd, © This is thy ſervant ; now wilt thou give 
this agreement up to me?” This was required one ſe- 
vemh day morning. It was repeated often, Wilt thou 
, give it up intirely to me; and if he ſhould offer thee 
5 even a guinea, wilt thou refuſe it, that I may do as 1 
\<- pleaſe; or thee will do as 1 command thee, and his 
it agreement will declare thy work ?” At that time many 


deep ant hidden things were brought to my view, that 
will nat do to mention till you are ready to receive them 
de your own. hearts: for 
e myſelf.” If theſe things do not come to paſs, then I 


od ſays, I will tell them 


het. Chriſt ſaid, falſe propbets will 


mercies endura for 
forth; tongue can- 


n a Woe ae r EK 


ng- houſe, in which 


* 


« 


1 
hot utter, nor pen write; it is only the expetletiek can 
make us know thy gobdneſs. 
. 1 
C 


Now as this 4 was opened, and, as I 
into greater things than I can now declate; 

tc I ſhall come on the earth again, in a fleſhl J 12 
& thee believe it 1 Vea, Lord, I belleve all far 
thy 8 repeated, ” I will come 10 th 1 


ce od walk in t Now if I ſh6nld cominand th 
ie to meet me at 1 oſe and Crown, in Fort-ftreet ; 
«> I ſay, Go and meet me there, wouldeſt thou 
if thou deſire me, and enable me.— Suppoſe th 
e into the club-room, and a man ſhould come up to 
« and this ſpirit within thee ww fay, This 1s Chan 
e wouldeſt thou believe it, and accept of the?” If tha 
ge me ſtrength: I believe thee can do all thin 
poſe I meet thee in the parlour, and this ſpirit n- 

6 855 Erb is Chriſt in the body, wouldeſt thee belisye' 
O Lord, help my unbelief; do thy work as thou pleafeſt 3 
only do not let rf make myſelf look fooliſh before men. 
„ Suppoſe thee ſhould 89, — I ſhould not come, WR | 
« would thee think of this work ?” 1 muſt ut my tr u 
in thee, for I cannot doubt; for thou haft ſaid, a ſparts 
cannot fall without thy permiſfion; much more mah; f 
my whole truſt is in thee; and pray that thou wilr pre 
ſerve me, not to act as a'mad womar before man. 
About this time Murray had invented a ſcheme to 
on the water, and a perſon had f to go partners v 
him who Rad à ſpeaking figure. Maſter © ſaid, e 
c he go to walk on che water Sig the? y 9 8 
was very preſumpruvus for any to retend to 


water, for Peter, was finking ut do not thee rey 
* can Sins 7 the 7 0 lead Br . hel oi river !“ 
ea, Lot know all things if thou 
T will put my truſt in thee, nc fg 2 Wound te t 33 
4% me 2 Murray over? would 928 not Rays Kit 
« in t s? would thee have that one man Get, 6k 
cc ir" wer that the ſpirit 8 darknels' i is in, that has 9 
cc I with thee in one e 
rd, if it is thy will. — Then 1 
 & devil, that has taken thy motisy, and given thee no = 
t count, of that body that the ſpirit of darkneſs walks i 


« would not thee” have him drowngd 2 would thee hat 
— pens 4452 hin? 
in? W 
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4 that very body faved'? Then will 
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te thee ſhare the laſt ſhilling with him, to do my work 2 
& when I require it, will thee ſell * money out of the 


' £6 bank, and ſhare it where I direct t 


ee?” If thou wilt 


enable me, I am willing to do thy will. For now 1 un- 


this man repreſents the ſpirit of darkneſs, or the bodies 
that thoſe ſpirits dwell in. Murray is a type of the Iſh- 
mael ſeed, which fignifies the angels, or the powers of 


dience; and, according to my views, they had offers made 
them, but would not ſubmit: and now again I bring you 
this offer, as from God. Whether you hear or forbear, I 
Mall be clear: my work will not be forced on you. That 
is to fit with you—to petition night that God will con- 


deſcend to come down and enli 


ther, to ſhew you the fountain of living water, that you 
may drink, and not thirſt again; which I have found, 
Nov let us look how few have laid ↄt his feet. 


there are many Iſhmaelites, and there are but few who 
have ſubmitted to wait at Jeruſalem ; and many of thoſe 
Who have had' their birth in that ſociety, have ſold their 


birthright for a meſs of pottage, like me. Oh ! may they 


ſee their errors, and like me, a poor prodigal, return to 
tceir Father's houſe, humbled, and made willing to part 
with all; for I can ſay, he has brought me to the banquet- 


r and his banner is over me with love. His love 


ter than wine. I invite you to come and taſte for 


yourſelves, for there is bread in my Father's houſe enough, 
and to ſpare; and my cup is filled to the brim, and run- 
neth over, for thoſe who will accept of it. When this 
temple is built, and Chriſt comes in the body, in our bo- 


dies; 2 I had ſo many baptiſms, of ſo many ways, 


luded to the heart only, to ſhew that Chriſt 


would fully take poſſeſſion of our bodies : and this was to 
make it more clear, and the promiſe more ſtrong. Though 


at that time it was put to me, <* Do thee think I am come 
“ in the body? do thee think I can come in thy bed- 
c room this night? wilt thou wait naked for me?” I 
* Know all things are in thy power, O Lord,—** Then will 
e thee wait for me?“ l thou wilt give me ſtrength, I 
this was frongly imprefſed on my mind, a 

given me: and when I went to bed, and was undreſſe 


* © 
” 


— 


am willing: Lord help me, and give me ſtrength. Nowy 
reſolution 
d, 
it a 


derſtood it was a ſpiritual walking on the water, as over 
the river Jordan, into heaven, or the promiſed land. And 


datkneſs, that were turned out of heaven for their diſobe- 


ten you—as your mo- 
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it was ſaid, “ Open the cloſet door, and I will come in 
ce at the window.” —You may think what an agitation I 
was in, though much ftrengthened, and reſignation given 

to the will of God. —After waiting a conſiderable time, it 
was ſaid, The time is not yet come; but leave open 
„the door, and 1 will come in at the window, in the 
« night, even into thy bed.“ I went to bed, and was 
waked between one and two o'clock. Then it was ſaid, 


« Arife, and go to the window.” I arofe, and went to 


the window, My head was, as with a power not my own, 
turned to look each way, as far as I could ſee. en 1 
was directed to the cloſet, or dreſſing- room adjoining, the 
door of which I had left open when I went to bed. There 

was a box under the window. I was defired to fit down 


and face all the men that paſſed. I had no cloaths on but 


what I ſlept in. I had a handkerchief round my neck, 
which I thought a great fayour ; for it was often repeated, 
«© Naked ye came into the world, and naked ye muſt re- 


& turn: and this is going into Paradiſe by command.” I 


was commanded to fit there till the ſun roſe. So ſure 
« as thee ſit here till the ſun riſe, ſo ſure ſhall I come in 
the body, in the body of all men and women, as in 
& thee.” - 5 b ; 
I had many deep things brought to my view, and many 
which at that time I could not comprehend, which have 
been opened by degrees ever fince ; for ſometimes, when' 
Ido not think, or am in company where people refuſe my 
work, which ſeems a croſs to me, then I have immedi- 
ately ſome of theſe — things opened, to give me freſh. 
— as a great light, enlarging the meaning of them. 
The firſt object that came on the road, (as it was ſeventh 
day morning) was a ſmall gardener's cart, that ſeemed to 
be going to market, and the man riding hung down his 
dl as if afleep. Then it was repeated, The devil 
«© hangs down his head; he is aſleep: he is a packet cart 
« of lyes and deceit.” And as many came by, theſe 
words were repeated.—Then a blackfmith came by. Ir 
was ſaid, „ The devil is a blackſmith.” I faw many”. 
ſcenes of the blackſmith which I could not in the leaſt 
comprehend the meaning of, nor can ſay I have had an 
further view of ſince.— As the morning n advanced, 
many men came by. It ſeemed urged on my mind to look” * 
them fall in the face, which hurt my natural feelings. It 
was often repeated, rn does not like to ſ y 
5 2 0 


4 


[4J 
times there ſeemel a darkneſs to cover my mind; for 
p. ries ther how ſhould have appeared, N cloud 

e over, and ſeemed to gather like rain, which much 
F:/ me. My command was to ſit in that poſture, 
place, and dreſs, until the ſun ſhined. As the promiſe 
on that obedience, if 1 had failed of. my duty, 
t would have weakened my faith. My only confidence 
was in God that gave the commands, to giye the ſtrength 
to do them; and if I had failed, ſho ald b A thought I was 
left to my own ſtrength, which I knew could do no 
wor A |, therefore I cried, © Lord, help me to do 
y will, and let me not fall before man, or appear mad ; 
pros they will ſay, this work is of man, not of God. 
"As I faid, the morning appeared cloudy. Thig brought 


2 great exerciſe on my mind; and there ſeemed a reaſon- 


ES. 


ing : Suppoſe the ſun ſhould not ſhine till the time they 
both thee down they ſhould come and ſee thee in 
hed refule to move, a7 eh will a 

Its 


E hav 3 me out of hat work. Thes I ny 


ork: : Gough at all times 25 ſee it clear, yet t 
knoweſt my heart * nd integrity to v4 thy w 

ae no other truſt but in thee: hold 97 up, AS mu 
thy right hand and left, for vaio is the help of man.” And 
at. theſe cries, and many more, too numerous-to inſert, 
I Gol: nm . th and . to obey the command of 
I had ab 


. 


l is ** life and Th We 
us as neyer man oe 


off, ſays the mighty God of heaven,” Theſe things 


Tay 7 


Now conſider, have ye not rejected him, the Coryer- 


ſtone, to build you up a ſpiritual hoyſe for God to dwell 
in? did he not declare he would not dwell in a polluted 
temple? If you do not know that ſelf-will ſubdued by the 
power of God, that can lead you into all truth, and cut 
dawn the tree of fin, and ingraft you into the Vine, it is 
impoſſible we can be good, There are none good but 


God, | 
is I allow, there is no one good but God. Then 


conſider what we are when we are wicked: what is that 


ſpirit? can it be any thing but the devil, which is a fate 
of madneſs? There are many ſorts of fins; fo there are 
many degrees of madneſs: for to go againſt the command 
of God, in any reſpect, is ſo far a degree of madneſs : and 
N has many ſtrong holds, and cauſes many doubts, 
n who ſhould we petition to but God? and he will 


not hear us, unleſs we lie at his feet. And he has ſai 


« Vain is the help of man, that ſays, Lo, here is Chriſt! 
e and, Lo, there!” God complains of theſe: © O y 
«© that honour me with your lips, and your heart is a 


oppreſſed my mind, and I durſt not wiſh to hear preachers, 
but much begged that I might be preſerved from that de- 
fire, —Theſe are combats which the good Son, Chriſt, 
fights for us. This is the good ſeed ſown; and, if poſ- 
ſible, the enemy catches it up, and carries the mind cap» 
tive into a ſtrange land, —O, I ſay, how acceptable ſilent 
meetings are, where God condeſcends to come down and 
baptize us, O how many times 1 was enabled to ſay, as. - 
to God, © How good thou haſt been to me this fitting ? 
O that thou wouldeſt condeſcend to continue with me al- 
ways, though it were in tears: for I found a ſecret joy. 


even in tears—l can ſay, tears of joy. And this I allow, 


there is none good but God. 

As Chriſt died for us, he took our ſins on him, who 
neyer ſinned ; and by our ſubmitting to him, and ſelf-will 
becoming dead, that is letting him fight the battle for us. 
As the apoſtle ſaid, ** Behold, I die daily, yet 1 live: 
6 yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me.” Muſt not this be 
the ſtrength or power of God? This is the good Son, 
treading down the wicked as ſtubble, yea, as.aſhes. This 
is giving up the poſſeſſion of our hearts to God, who ſays, 
« My ſon, give me thy heart.” Whoever believes that 


God can do this for us, and cries. to him, an Wang, AK 
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3 3 bY 
his foot ſtool, and defires Chriſt to baptize them for their 
fins—that is, bind the ſtrong man, and ſpoil his goods 
then he has promiſed to come in and ſup with them, and 
they with him. Now do you know this work done? then 
you would be ſheep of Chriſt's flock; you would know 


the voice of the true Shepherd, and a ſtranger you would 


not follow. For this convinced me of my work to be 
God's work, by the baptiſm ; and then all my actions be- 
ing weighed in the balance, good and bad, I had to be 
thank ful that God preſerved me with fo many good ones, 
which I fully law could only be thankful to God for, 
that it was by his ſtrength and power alone: therefore it 
was his goodneſs; for I might have been as bad as the 
worſt; if God had not given me ſtrength to have prayed 
when the feed was fown. I ſay, great has the inward 
work been, to the cleanfing of the infide of the temple : 
and whenever the reaſoner preſented himfelf, as in other 
men, to deny my work, or paſs a judgment that it was 


not God's work. —1 was carried back to fee my work as a 


book opened in my full view; and a voice ſaid, Am not 
4 J come, and I am the teacher of God's work; for I can 
< teach you ſo as never man taught: for | am the Light 
« and the Way, and whoever climbeth up another way, 
*« the ſame is a thief and a robber.“ | 

As I received ſtrength, and was made willing to fit till 
the fun ſhone, let the confequence be what the Lord might 
permit; for I ſaw clearly this was coming in by the way 
of the crofs; for it was repeated, Naked you came, 
« and naked you muſt return: and this is going into 
4 Paradiſe again. And as the promiſe was double, fo. 
„ muſt the work be done double: it will be done in the 
4% body as well as ſpirit.” O | cannot expreſs the good- 
nefs ot God to fo poor a worm. | 

As I faid, the morning was cloudy, as if for rain, and 
continue till near fix o'clock, which was the uſval time, 


of my as, The clouds broke and diſperſed, and the 


fun appeared about a quarter after fix. O the joy I felt! 
my beart ſeemed warm with joy: for as the fun fhines, 
and warms and enlightens the earth, fo the Son of God 
warms and enlightens our hearts, and ripens the fruit, 
which is ſweet to our taſte, O there js no outward en- 


| Joyment comparable with this. I can ſay, with much joy, 


I am willing to leave all, and follow thee. —I cannot ex- 


preſs the bappinefs'I then felt, and the thankful heart that 
was 


1981 


was given me at that time, that I was enabled to overcome | 
the tempter, and ſo far favoured as not to be expoſed to 5 
man, who would naturally conclude and ſay I was out of 
my mind, for my mouth was then ſhut, - © _ * 
This day beiag a remarkable one, the eighth — of the 
ſeventh month, 1786. I went down ſtairs as uſual. O 
I cannot expreſs the thankful heart. It was put to me a 
ſecond time to give up that agreement of Murray's, men- 
tioned before, and reaſons propoſed. I received a full rea- 
ſon for it. Then the light ſeemed clearer, and the voice 
ſtronger, ſpeaking more free, and my mind enlarged when 
I converſed with God—yea, I fay converſed with God, 
as Adam and Eve before the fall. As they were turned 
out by their diſobedience, ſo we have had a favour or in- 
vitation through Chriſt, to go in again. But denying the 
power of God, or not labouring in the vineyard to have 
that tree of diſobedience cut down, and ingrafted good 
into the Vine, that is Chriſt, which is God: and where 
that was the cafe, they have been enabled to carry the croſs 
with patience—enabled by their dear Maſter. And that 
ſhews it was the power of God that preſerved them. And 
this has been permitted, to let us ſee what we would do 
when permitted by ſelf-nature,—Oh ! with horror I look 
over the book of our actions. As we have been fellow- 
travellers in fin, we muſt be willing to be fellow-travellers 
to the building this houſe, that God's power may come 2 
down and make us all happy. I can ſay, this garden is 
beautiful, and the fruit is beyond what you can conceive 
in fallen nature. O be willing to inliſt into this ſpiritual 
warfare, Take Chriſt for your Captain, and lie at his 
feet, till he gives you command. Say, O Lord, take 
me this night into thy arms, and hold me faſt, till thou 
haſt made me what thou wouldeſt have me to be, that I 
may ceaſe to do evil. O direct me to do well, according 
to thy will. Strengthen me to give up all, and follow | 
thee, O Lord; for we are but worms before thee. Q 
Lord, let ſelf-will in us be as dirt and clay, yea, dead, 
never to riſe again. O Lord, condeſcend to riſe in us, 
and take the full power of body and ſoul, and ingraft us 
into the vine, thy body, that we may be thine in deed and 
in truth,” I ſay, if you in this manner petition in your 
ſilent moments to God, according to his promiſe he will | 
teach you, ſo as never man taught. Then you will have | 
no need to ſubmit to men, for Ghrit ſaid, “ Oy Tot, after * a 
: | TE 9 "= em. | % 
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f (#} - 
« them.” Then by that ſpirit that is in y6v, or that 
ht, you will know the ſpirit in others, whether the 
pirit of Chrift, or antichtiſt. The true miniſters of 
yp lay at his feet till he ſpeaks in them; knowing not 
. what may be ſaid in them; being etmptied of ſelf, fo only 
inftraments for the oracle to ſpeak in :=thoſe who know 
what will feed his flock. And in thoſe miniſters I found 
* the widow's eraſe of oil, that kept my lamp continually 
butnirig, and give an everlaſting light. And 1 dare not 
_ Hide it under a büſhel, though many hate refuſed it: but | 
the Scriptures moft be fulfilled, Chriſt, the King of _ 
will fay unto them on his right hard, Come, ye bl ed 
of my Father :” and to thoſe on the left hand he will 
hay, „% Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.” O 
our to dre daily, that ye may go to the right hand, 
I ſaid the ciphth day of the ſeventh month, 1786, was 
4 remarkable, I had quite given up the agreement, and 
had nothing to do with Murray, but as my Maſter gave 
command. It was repeatedly faid, „This day I will heal 
4c ther. And as I went to a ſhop to buy à little coarſe 
cloth, to pack a box, it was faid, “ The ſpirit of dark- | 
e nefs now goes out of thee, and {hall have nv more | 
« power over thee.” This was near the Swan in Tot- 0 
tenham- high · croſs. Two men ſtood talking; and it was 
faid, It enters into them: and immiediat 27 
fighting, and one ſtruck the other When down. ere 
were only thoſe two there wher they ſtruck firſt, as Fre- 
member; but there ſoon garhere y, and a deſperate 
fight it was. Many fought wirkt ſficks, and even men on 
. horſeback ſtruck with their whips. They fought till they 
fell into a'pond' of vater. was very much affected, but 
reatly enabled to pray that there might be an end to 
ghting. I had many promiſes at that time, that the 
work F had ſeen ſhould go forward: but the Scriptures 
muſt be fulfilled. As they were declared in the body, fo 
muſt they be fulfilled in the ſpiritual body, that we ma 
fee our weakneſs, that we are but as Jews, who have 
denied the power of Chriſt, and crucified him afreſh: 
For if the falt have loſt its ſavor, wherewith ſhall ye 
« be ſalted?” if Chriſt have loſt his power, wherewith 
can we be ſaved'? 3 f 
I haye been long ſilent of my exerciſes in meeting, which 
Was very rapidly carried on from the firſt of my comir 
' to this place; which would take too much room in = 
| 2 * 
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work to mention: but find it my command to relate a 

eircumſtances. Near this time iy ſiſter being taken from 
me, (a croſs being put between us) to whom I thought 1 
could have poured out my foul. This ſnews we may 
make a god of our friends, which, made me cxy, I hays 
none but thee, O Lord; there. is no one. in compariſon 
like thee : my ſoul longs to be with thee: fox 1 had qwite 
given up the world. O that I could find reſt for the 
ſoles of my fret. It appeared I was like the doye, that 
was turned out of the ark, and could not return till I had 
found the olive branch; and I myſt tarry till the floode 
abated, or they would not accept me unleſs I brayght goof 


tidings. I ſeemed to hover as in the air, and non to f 
me but God. I then found a great calm in my mind.—It 
was oſten repeated, „There was filence in heaven the 
„ ſpace of half an hour;” which ſeemed to hring ſilence 
into my heart, as if 1 had ne motion, and my head was 
held down. 1 was ſenſihle I could not hold it up, * 
move and it was ſaid, ( Thee muſt have the faith 
Abraham, that gave up his ſon; ſe thee muſt give up 
the ſon of fin. Now if thee can baye faith zhat I can 
„da theſe things that I have ſhewn thee, thou muſt maß 
4% faith as — 2 n, that I ſhall provide thee an offering. 
And the appearance of Abraham and Iſaac going up to 
the altar, ſeemed full in my view; and à voice ſaping 
* Wait :” and this was repeated, as near as I can recal- 
| lect, once in five minutes, and continned an hour, My 
| —— was 7 2 thes time; but at the end of 
wait ing, I received a ſweet harmonious language, as 
« Praiſes to God and the Lamb :“ and then another lan- 
guage, No matter if I go; tarry thou till 1 come??? 
and the meeting broke up. This language continued for 
ſome time. I was defiroys to tarry the Lord's time. A 
ſeemed in a great calm, and this continued one hour. 
then my Comforter came, as with great joy, which words 
cannot expreſs, S0 do not take my word for it, but wait 
in awful ſilence before God, as at Jeruſalem; for remwem- 
ber it is faid, <* None ever ſeek his face in xain. T“ 
I cannot expreſs the happy moment: Chriſt horn ! and 
at the ſame time, not to leave me any more! and I can 
ſay, he never has: for when awake, we are always in 
, converſation ; giving reaſons and orders for the carrying 
on of this work, and the promiſe. I could give it more 
clear, when others 2 tho light. But remember, the 
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book and the rod muſt come firſt, ——As near as I can 
tell, the above happened on the ſecond of the ſeventh 
month, 1786. = * n 
I now come to the ninth of the ſeventh month, the 
day after I gave up the agreement. This day, at meet- 
ing, I ſeemed calm, and very happy. My Maſter ſpoke 
in a particular manner, which I at this time do not find 
freedom to relate. And this is my Maſter's meſſage to the 
curious, Draw nigh to me, and I will tell you myſelf; 
* for I long to walk with you in the garden of your 
£ hearts.” O cruel maid, that will not ſeek your Be- 
loved: for when this work is done, then you ſhall all be 
united in love and harmony together. Then a voice, as 
the former, only louder, ſaid, This is my beloved Son, 
« in whom I am well pleaſed. And J will give you the 
« dew of heaven, and it ſhall water the earth; yea, it 
4c ſhall fall as the honeycomb.” And many more great 
* which I ſhall omit, till you are more able to 
them, or you receive them in your own hearts. 
Though theſe may ſeem mountains, (for ſo they appeared 
to me) God can remove mountains, if you can believe, 
and will pray, It is by prayer and ſupplication to God 
for faith, that you can be healed, and made fit for the 
kingdom of heaven. And this work I was loth to accept. 
>—O the many tender loving-kindneſſes of God to forbear 
with me, and Jong forbearance to ſo rebellious: and ſtiff- 
necked a generation. O the. many good ſervants oy 
have deſtroyed, - who brought tidings or meſſages. 
theſe things meet—O theſe things meet us with horror in 
our faces; for God's work is a myſtery, yea, a greater 
myſtery than you can conceive in fallen nature, or ever 
will, till you bring your deeds to the light; and I cannot 
tell you clear what I can fee, O come and labour for 
yourſelves. I am much comforted that your work will 
made _ through the petitions of Chriſt. O his 
goodneſs is beyond expreffion : he ſtands as with open 
arms to receive you. Why will you backſlide for a few 
fading baubles in this world? Leave judgment to God: 
mut your mouth, that is the cloſet door, and pray in ſe- 
cret, then God will reward you openly; for ſuch as you 


- _ ſow, ſuch ſhall you reap. 


This was a remarkable day, and I can ſay, the firſt real 
happy day I ever enjoyed. It is impoſſiblè to expreſs my 
Joy —lt may be well ſaid, there is no true happineſs but 
#44 1 fk 45 2 * in 
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in God: and this cannot be ohtainèd witlidut a all oogp $ 
dience, which is more acceptable with God than the fat 
of rams. Son, give me thine heart.” Remember, you 
ſtand naked before God, and if you harbour a thought 
againſt another, as a judgment, God does not love you, 
or that ſpirit, ſo he hides his face from you, till you re- 
pent of thoſe evils, and bring yaur deeds to the light: 
for how dare you take God's power out of his hands, with= 
out coming to him to know his judgment ? becauſe ye are 
prodigals, and will-not lay at his feet, and have Chriſt to | 
be your King, to rule over you, Chriſt ſays, Ye cans 2 
not ſetve two maſters.“ Now look into your hearts, 2 
and aſk them which you ſerve. Chriſt's wages is joy, but 
the devil's is horror and confuſion. _ + | . 
_ my ſiſter ſeemed to get no better, it was thou 
change of air might be of ſervice. Brother having a ſon 
at Mattſall, a few miles beyond Norwich, he propoſed 
ſetting out to pay them a viſit the tenth of the ſeventh 
month, 1786; and all things being prepared for che jour- 
ney, I was to be left in care of the houſe, ſiſter taking a 
ſervant with her; for it ſeemed a great undertaking for a 
perſon apparently in ſo low a ſtate of body. Unexpectedly 
my ſiſter ſaid, We propoſe taking a coach for the day, 
and taking thee and Hannah (a niece, about thirteen years 
of age) with us. We will take the coach to Epping, and 
from thence a poſt-chaiſe, and you will return in tze 
coach. It will be a day's pleaſure for you. You may 
and ſee ſome friends at Epping, if you like.“ I e 
that would be very agreeable.— I aroſe early in the morn- 
ing to prepare for the journey. I then ſeemed in a full 
ſtate of happineſs, and ſaw every thing as with new eyes. 
We had all things ready, without any buſtle : I ſeemed 
quite in a calm. My ſiſter had her milk as uſual. I then 
aſked her what ſhe would like to her tea, whether toaſt 
or biſcuit ? She ſaid, * I ſhall leave that till I come down. 
When ſhe came down, I aſked her again. There bei 
ſome dry toaſt on a plate that we had left, ſhe ſaid, © I wi 
have this; for ſhe ſeemed loth to ſpeak.. Then we ſet of. 
We had not gone far, before my ſiſter ſaid, You 
might have got me ſome more toaſt than what you left. 
I found a wound from God. I ſaid, O ſiſter, thee haſt 
plwkuenty of bread in the bread- pan, and ſervants at thy com- 
mand: thee only need giye the word, and it is done : and 
how many cannot get it, Fegn if they work for it. This 


| '% MI 
Way che firſt time I found freedom to reprove my ſiſter. 
BDhe tock no further notice. Then it was — by my 
Maſter, © She has been thy miſtreſs; ſhe takes thee 
. * *623ht6al : but I will bring thee back, and thee ſhall have 
ce Ho more maſters and miſtreſſes; fot Jam thy Maſter 
„ which am in heaven.“ And that was often repeated. 
Brother and ſiſter were very obliging to ſnew me all- 
: gs they thought worth obſerving, as we went ; 
at the fame "tine it was ſpiritualized, 1 to 
promiſe, to the gathering of the harveſt. And it was 
fad, „ I will ſſtrengthen -many labourers to carry on this 
ec Work, kor the harveſt is nigh.” They ſhewed me 
Waltham-eroſs. Then it was ſaid, Waſtham-croſs is 
cc near down, and fo is the water "baptiſm nearly at an 
cc end. II cannot expreſs the happineſs I enjoyed, all 
things bearing a new aſpect. I was fo taken up with my 
great Maſter, who entertained me fo ably, that I 


1aid no more to them than I could help. They ſaid I was 
dull. I anfwered, I am very — 2 entertained with 


This journey; or words to that purpoſe. | 
| Epping, my brother ſaid, < When do you 
think of "returiding back ? 1 anſwered, We have not 
concluded: according as it ſeems agreeable to the friends. 
If they ſhould aſk us to ftay, very likely we may ſtop a 
e Watz, as we have the conch for the day.“ Then 
brother ſeemed angry, and ſaid, We are not going to a 
Friend's houſe; 'w breakfaſt at an inn.“ At this I 
àſked my Maſter to give me ſome what to ſay; and it was 
_repeitelly ſaid, Tell him, thee do not know any thing 
to the contrary but thee may return as ſoon as the: 
„ have breakfaſted :” which I repeated to my brother, 
and be ſeemed ſatisſied. Then my Maſter ſaid, Now 
e will thee give up all will to me, and no free - will of t 
1 —— that I may have full power of thy body, to fi 

cznPa&Xin as I pleaſe??? This, and many things of the 
kind, were often repeated,” that 1 might clearly-underftand 
that God t66k all power into bis hand; and he promiſed 
« I'Thould” have no fear. O, I faid,” that will be a 
"favour indeed; I ſhould like that᷑ much. Then he ſhewed 
me Fiſhibuld be like the lilies in the valley. I ſeemed happy 

under this" great condeſcenſion from God my Maſter, to 
o poor and unworthy a worm. #2 

' "Now we came to the inn, which I believe was 
Cock m Epping; (L mention the ſign, if any like to en- 
„ e | quire 
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aire there,) . As. ſoon as we came in, before we had ot- 

| = the breakfaſt, my brother ſeemed in a great hut 
to · know when. he ſhould order the chaiſe. My ſiſter ſaid, 
Let us. order breakfaſt, and then we can think about it, 
and not be in ſuch a hurry :* but, brother ſeemed defrous 
of an anſwer. 1 ſaid, © Siſter, never mind; ſay when 
thee like So the chaiſe was owdered. as well as the break - 
faſt. My eye was led round the room, Which was hung 
with, prints, repreſenting the prodigal ſon; and my Maſter 
Laid, ©©: Now: is the prodigal-daughter. come home. I had 
a good appetite, and ate a good breakfaſt: and it was ſaid, 
Now have thee not had a good breakfaſt ? Ves, and 
Lam thankful to thee: for the appetite, and for the break - 

Halt ; and I truſt; in thee to fulſl that promiſe accord 
to my views, to feed and clothe; the poor in thy time 
And then again the promiſe was fully confirmed in ſuch 2 
2 manner as to draw tears from my eyes of thank - 
falnels. Then A great weight paſſed through: my body, 
and then à light {cemed. to, paſs over that; and as 
the light came in, the voice ſaid, Feat not the Holy 
«© Ghoſt. Thee bears this burden this day for. ſelf- will in 
„ man.“ And immediately L was, lifted up on, gy feet, 
aud ſtept about the room; and a voice {aid in me, he 
<<, Bridegroom is come, and this is my bride. Mighty 
. were declared in me (or this body) by the power 
of the Spirit. And now I leave, you to, judge, if qu 
Aare, or to pray, if God will condeſcend to ſhew you; 
r ſhall. be like Saul. Oh! the burden L bote in 
my body: aud it was often repeated, Thou beareſt the 
burden this day for ſelf-will in man.“ I cannot ex- 
preſs the burden I carried: that day; and it Was often, re- 
peated, Thee carrieſt this burden for ſelf: will in man.“ 
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neſs. Sometimes I thought I could not 7 my breath. 

It was only by ſighs and bittet groans that I got 5.— : 

then ſpake, as Wdth a mighty power, things which they 
couſd not at all comprehede. x 

They aſked me to return home. My Maſter ſaid, <5 Y.gu 

% may go on your, journey, or return back, which you 

_ © pleaſe... I have a Maſter, ſo muſt do his will.“ L was 

made willing, if the Lord pleaſed, to declare. that work 

| in the ſtreet, or to go in the fields; for it was often re- 

We + peated, Did not 1 take Jacob, into the fields, and he 


Sm Bond, T ͤ bon rr ee ado 


5 had a ſtone pillow; and would not thee go.in the bells | 
2 : | WI 


It is the darkneſs: but the light ſhone through that-dark- 


JJ 
& with me?“ I was made quite willing to go wherever 
the Lord pleaſed : and 1 now ſay, if God permit man to 
ſetrve me as they ſerved Jane Shore, which I think the 
moſt cruel death thefe bodies can endure, F would rather 
have that puniſhment than enter into a ſtate of ſin, or 
into the ſtate of fallen nature. It may well be ſaid that 
ftate is deſperately wicked. I = there is not one good 
action belonging to it, for all good actions are the ſtrength 
of God, or empowered by him. The devil was a liar and 
a thief from the beginning, ſo he would rob God of the 
glory; for Old Self would ſay, * I did good, I ſpeak good; 
but I defy thee, Satan, for thou haſt robbed God. Doth 
not God fay, Le are curfed with a curſe, for ye have 
e robbed me, even this whole nation?“ But you even 
deny God would -ſpeak in the heatt; ſo you deny his 
power. Let me aſk you, if ſelf-will in you can do any 
good? now, will you rob God? now with horror be 
aſhamed before God; and if God preferves from being 
as bad as another, how dare you judge? Look it Peter; 
there is Old Self. Did not Chriſt ſay, „Get thee be- 
« hind me, Satan?” Lay at Chriſt's feet, I ſay,” Mr. Self, 
too proud, or ſtubborn : but Chriſt ſays, ** 1 will compel 
them to come in.” I ſay, here is an invitation: if you 
will ſubmit to pray on the bended knees of your hearts, 
God promiſes to give you this joy which I have expreſſed; 
bur it you deny the power, let me aſk you whether you 
or God ſhould fubmit? Then has not God offered ſttength? 
why do you live in a ftate of fin? becauſe there are m 
ſtrong holds in this felf-body. Do you think God always 
will be robbed ? Such as you ſow, ſach ſhall you reap.” 
And if you have not the wedding garment on, Chrift will 
not come in and give you this joy that I tell you of. 

This work that is done in me, is only to let you ſee; or 
the great condeſcenſion of God, or the Midnight Cry, 
that is coming, is nigh: and this is the way I found the 
bread of life; and I can ſay, I am fully ſatisfied. I truſt 
in God for the outward 2 I do not only declare a 
work, but God has enabled me to ſell all, and follow him: 
and Jam as willing to work as ever I was. And I can lay, 
bleſſed and praiſed be the holy name of my God, and the 
Lamb that was given up for our fin ; for God prepared me 
an offering to ſing, God and the Lamb for ever.” Arid 
when you find this heavenly ſpring, then God declares he 
will give you power, and you ſhall ſing, as the m_ in 

| | eaven. 
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heaven. And this is going into Paradiſe again.—-Oh | tha RG 
- exerciſe I went through that day; but bleſſed be the name RD 
of my God that — and to Chriſt I aſcribe the 
glory; not to poor vain /e/f, „5 Od” an Fer 
I now found freedom to lay my head on the table, and 
my Maſter then gave me leave to return home. Soon 
after brother came in, and aſked me if I would return. 
I ſaid, Ves: ſo the coach was ordered. —And I now ſay 
to the landlady of that inn, when her proud ſtomaclycomes 
down, I ſhould be glad to ſee her nevertheleſs : ** For 
4 God knows what you thought, and he is coming to 
tc judge you, not me; for I am only an inſtrument. in his 
„ hands, that hath been ſeven times ſeven dipped - as into 
ce the river Jordan, and made willing to do God's work, 
© as he enables me:“ for I never know my day's work 
till it is done; for the Scriptures are hid from the outward - 
knowledge till they are fulfilled : fo this day's work was 
hid; though it had often been ſaid, When the work is 
« done, they ſhall ſing and dance, and thou ſhalt go firſt 
c in the dance.” - So my Maſter got the better of ſelf- 
will that day, and brought him bs ——Do not think I 
ſpeak diſreſpectfully of my brother's behaviour to me na- 
turally,, No; I looked on him as a father. I ſay, I often 
was thankful to God for my brother's kindneſs in that day 
of trial, as going through the furnace, to temper me for 
this work. — „ | + x £55 
As ſoon as we got into the coach, brother offered me 
his hand, and I as thankfully received it. My ſiſter ſeemed 
- better than could have been imagined. O had not they 
the ſame ſtrength to ſupport them as me? yea, according 
to their work. Mine was in the light, * their's was in 
the dark. - Remember, fiſter refuſed the kiſs; and that is 
to ſhew us, all works are carried on, or ſuffered, by the 
zXower of God; that all work together for good; for the 
ſt, or moſt preſerved, have nothing to ateribe to ſelf: 
yea, he will find great deficiencies. So I can only glorify 
my God, who hath preſerved me wonderfully to his glory. 
I could only ſay, Lord have mercy on me, a mira 
ſinner ; none but thee can deliver me out of this pit of 
in: ſave me, or I periſh; keep me from ſin, or I die; 
for in ſelf-nature there is no help; but thou art all · ſuffi- 
cient.” And I now encourage you all to put your hands 
to the plough: never look back, but keep your mind fi xt 
on God, to deliver you. Wait in ſilence before God _ 


T 
fie falfing of the Holy Ghoſt, to enlighten your dumb 
hearts ; and there you will find the gentle Shepherd, who» 
Teads his flock by the ſtili waters, and lays them down to 
\, reſt as at noon day. O this is @ beautify} appearance, 
When we are favoured with the voice of the Shepherd. 
© how I long for you to experience this lovely united ſe- 
ty ; for your loving Saviour ſtands at the door of your 
| hearts, as with his head wet with the dew of the night : 
and I ſay his love is better tham wine. * 
Now as my brother ſeemed wilting to ſhake hands 
freely, and to put up with the crofs to return, with more 


corpore than he had in the morning about our return; 


hen people give their ſeryants a day's pleaſure, they muft 
even be fetyants in that. The wife God giveth — 
ſervipits 48 2 trial of our faith, or to ſhew what we are ip 
fillefr nature. In the firſt place, if we had waited gt Je- 


will in evety action, and ſuffered the tree of fin to lay on 
the ground, then the youth would all have been brought 
up to work, and all, according to their abilities, would 
put their hands to the plough ; and had this been the caſe; 
ople would all have lived in common; there would have 
n no withholding from one another. And I believe 
this was in a great meaſute amongſt friends in their early 
days; but like the rebellious children in the wilderneſs, 
when they got from under their taſk-maſters, inſtead of 
ene being a ſtrength to another, to help one another on 
their journey, to gather their manna by the day, they fell 
Into lexzuty, ptide and grandeur; keeping great tables, 
making gods of their houſes, flaves of their ſervants, 
| — loves, and ſett ing up the golden calf, Theſe thi 
Are ſelling your birth-rights, as for a meſs of pottage: 
Inſtead of this ſociety being a bright and ſhining light, 
that others may light their candle at, the poor travel- 
lers groan under their burdens, the tabourers are fo few, 
the darkneſs and the clouds fo thick, that it is hard to 
fer the ſun thine through the clouds, without cloſe atten- 
ard great labour; for theſe are the poor in ſpirit. 


O how have they hung down their heads like bulruſhes. 


O how hard has it been for the mourners in Zion. O 
Weir harps have been hong on the drooping willows.— 
Look at yourſelves, ye fluggards; do you know the ſtrong 
man bound, and his goods burnt? for if this is not the 
cafe, You mock God, for you profeſs God can do, 70 


5 
( 


fafalem fot the Holy Ghoft, and to have known Chrilt's © 


0 


he would do it, was it not your fault in lazineſs ; thetg- 


fote this is your talent. Look up to God, and abhor 
yourſelyes, as in duſt and aſhes, and beg for forgiveneſs, ' 


and for ſtrength, and think if you had done your duty, 
how many you might have helped on their journey; but 
now your Maſter will require all at your hands. 6 


up treaſure on earth? haſt thou firſt ſought God? 
this been the caſe, theſe things would have been done. 
Every ttee is known by its fruit. 


Now | ſpeak to thoſe who have erred from the right 
path, that have followed their vain imaginations, and are 


lind as with the gold duſt, or not laboured to bring your- 
deeds to the light : ſo darkneſs has covered your Ser, Þ in 


this wilderneſs, and bewildered your minds. O conſider 


when you are ſtript of all labour, and appear naked with- 


out excuſe, with your cap in hand. O how do you think 


2 will appear? O plead with God to forgive you, mi- 
rable ſinners. Make no excuſe for thoſe who ſin againſt 
the light or knowledge. O theſe are the foxes that ſpoil 
the tender grapes. Yea, the old fox, Nature, would ſpoil 
the fruit, for fear it ſhould feed others. O there Mr. Lion 
would paſs his judgment; but the lion muſt lay down with 
the lamb, yea; the Lamb of God. | rr 

The moment I ſet my foot to return, I received a full 


joy, and converſation as uſual, and a thankful heart that 
I ad been ſo enabled that day. I then ſaw reaſons that 


my friends ſhould refuſe my work. I was made ſenſible 
it was the Lord's will—that” gave me a full happineſs; 
When we returned back, I ſeemed a little fatigued in body 

and deſired to be out of the way of company; ſo I laid 
down, to paſs away time, till ſupper. There was nothing 
ſaid concerning what happened in the day. The next 
morning I went down to breakfaſt; I told fiſter I had 
ſomethitig to relate to them. We ſat together in the par- 


lour. I ſaid, © Brother and ſiſter, 1 have looked on my 


ſelf as your ſervant, but now I have a great Maſter, and 
muſt do his work, and I receive my orders only for the 
day: and this is my meſſage to you—my Mafter wants me 
one week up ſtairs, to get my cloaths put to rights : will 


you * me leave in your houſe ?* which they both agreed 
to. 


withdrew, and took ho further notice of the houſe+ 
hold affairs. I then ſhut my room door, and emptied my 
doxes and drawers of my 1 Ik, one by one. Then the 


what 
uſe have you made bf your talents? haſt thou bean laying : 
a 


„ 5 
promiſe was more and more confirmed, and my Maſter 
ſaid, © Canſt thou declare a work that thou haſt not done? 


Thou wert willing to give up all, and follow me. Then 


ſhewed me I could not open my hand, nor ſhut it, with- 
ont his poweft ; that I had but one power in my body, 
and that was bis power, for ſelf-will was dead; and that 
he ſhould divide my cloaths: for“ I am come, ſaid he, 
<<.and will da this myſelf.” I was. much. deſirous that he 
would give me command; for that is becoming as a little 
child. Oh I the great condeſeenſion of God. He then 
gave me | to part-them (for that ſtrengthened 
my weakneſs z) for he ſaid, ** I do this myſelf: ſo he 
condefcended-to give orders. He ſaid, © Theſe cloaths are 
for this family,” mentioning their names: ſo they were 
laid in different „ ſhewing | me the different articles 
what I ſhould give; for ſome had as cloathing throughout, 


the others but garments ; ſome to clothe their children 3 


ime not. To one 1 was ordered to give cloaths, that 
the might go to church; and that was often repeated: a 
family that owed me three pounds, that we paid for them 
for bread, and other neceſſaries, the winter before. Theſe 
people: had three children, and out of work: and this was 
my orders to give up the note for the none. and take the 
Eloaths; and fay; God hath ſent you theſe; look not to 
me for them, for this is a type, that God will feed and 
clothe the poor; ſo do not look; at me, nor thank me. 
They Fetned to underſtand my meaning, and looked up 
as to God. | I cannot help relating this circumſtance ; for 
this poor woman, though in her bloom, died in about three 
months after, as near as | can tell. I ſaw ber in ber illneſs, 
and was comforted in believing ſhe went happy. I ſay, 
© bleffed is my God that enabled het to go to church, I was 


vite fully emplayed, body and miad; all my writings 
my then looked over : the bills for money, — 5 to — | 


1 received orders which to forgive, and to keep others, as 
witneſs againſt them; who having it in their power to - 
have not done it (I believe for a wiſe end); and alſo Mur- 
'ray's ent, and letters, all that had paſſed between 
us, and a letter that was formerly ſent to my huſband, and 
a pack of cards, and a child's r dirty ſhirt; and with 
Horror it was often repeated, Put them together; oy 
are the fruits of darkneſs, and horror is the wages.“ 

never touched them, but I trembled; They called me to 
my meals; and when I had done, I returned without tak- 
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[ 59 1 
ing the leaſt notice of the houſehold. affairs. This rather 
hurt my feelings, as they did not underſtand my work, 
though I had no power to murmur. The Lord ſaid, “ Is 
« not all mine? Have 1 not given them plenty? Could 
cc not I take it from them? Cannot I cut their thread of 
« life when I pleaſe * Let them turn thee out if rhey 
« like, &c.“ It would take up too much time to relate 2 
quarter of the promifes giyen, or the diſobedience of man, 
that would have hindered this work: for all theſe reafons 


were bro to my view; and it was often repeated, 


«« When the inward work is done, and their houſes are 
« ready for my coming, in this manner 1 will ſer their 
« ontward houſes in order ; and as this work muft be de- 
cc clared by thee, thou canſt not declare a work before it is 
« done: for as | have given thee ftrength, ſo will I give 


„ them; for I do this work myſelf ; it is my ſtrength 


4e has done it in thee : fo fear not to declafe; for fo. wi 
&« ] do it in them.” | | | 
When fifter or brother mentioned any thing to me, I 


anſwered. * Do you think it is worth while ſtudying to. 
pleaſe vain man or woman! No, no, they are mad; 1 
they would have other people pleaſe their vain inclinati- 


- nh the whitened ſepulchres 


ing is taken away ; for Gad ſhews me there are many hid- 
den thin 18 2 2 plain roof. | 
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room looked more like. Rag-fair than a decent room, as 
it uſed, Oh! I met with many rods, for peoples laying 
up treaſure, 'where math and ruſt corrupt, and thieves 
break through and ſteal ; and this is the reaſon your houſes 
have been broke open: you have robbed God. Look at 
it; do not think that yon can take your own way, and 
rob your ſeryants of example, and time to ſerve God, and 
will not let them be heirs with you. No! thoſe ſlaves 
have not had the education we have had ! they are igno- 


rant! Now, what ſpirit do you think this is? Does not 


God give to the wicked as well as the good? Oh! vain 
man and vain woman; that goes on without ſeeking God. 
If that was the caſe, there would not be ſo much judg- 
ment. Take care thou art nat delivered to the officer, 
and the officer deliver thee to the judge, and thou art caſt 
into priſon ; thou ſhalt in no wiſe come out thence, till thou 
haſt paid the uttermoſt farthing ; and if thou ſhalt be in 
priſon till the night comes, in which no man can work, 
then horror and confuſion will be the wages of ſuch. 


© Fifth day morning, I received orders to ſweep out my 
room before I went to meeting. I was happy in that ſit- 


ting, and ſaw many great things, in regard to the promiſe. 
Sixth day, waſhed my cloaths. I mention theſe things 
to let you ſee that we muſt become as little children: for 


there was not one thing that I did, even to the lifting up of 


all mptjon was of God, and the lion nature quite dead. 
„ with rejoicing god a thankful heart ſay, 1 have found a 
true aſylum, a happy and deſirable ſtate worth giving up 
all for; and I giye and aſcribe all glory to God and the 
ſpotleſs Lamb that promiſed to do this for all that will 
hold up a petition to the God of heaven to do this for 
them, O pray for ſtrength to lahour in the vineyard of 
your hearts, to baye your lamps light: draw nigh to God 
and he will draw nigh to yoy; for this is meeting God 
face to face, Then it will be ſeen who has the wedding 
garment on. Oh ! dear people, excuſe me, a poor we 
that has felt like you, to entreat you to plead with God 
5 make you ready : ſay, give me a prayer tq pray gright, 
Lord; let not thine eye pity, nor thing — . till 


al finger, but what I received an order for, to ſhew me 


thou haſt made me what thou wouldeſt have me to be; 
puild me up a temple for thy glory, that we may ſing thy 


prayers, who art pver wortþy to be adored and 5 
NG 4 2 a P yay 
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O people, this is a delightful land, it flows with milk and 


honey, and the fruit is delicious; but you muſt eat the 


bitter firſt, ' Do not be afraid of God, for he is not like 
vain man: for he gives liberally, and upbraideth not. 
On ſeventh day, being the 15th day of the ſeventh 
month, 1786, I received orders to go to town, and take 
the cloaths to give to the people; to call and pay the law- - 
yer who made Murray's agreement, which he promiſed . 


to pay. I took his writings with me, all that ever I had 


on his account. It appeared, I was to take them to him 
at the Cumberland Gardens, where he then exhibited, and 
deliver them up to him, and to call on the carpenter, and 
take him with me; but I had been baptized to give them 
up many 2 Accordingly I came to town : the firſt 
place I called on was the lawyer ; his bill was one pound 
nine ſhillings. Now I had only two guineas, and my orders 
was to take no filyer there; and the lawyer could not get 
half a guinea—he had two crown pieces. This ſeemed a 
croſs—1 defired my Maſter to ſhew me what to do; 1 
was willing to give them up, if it pleaſed God -I pleaded 
for a clear order to do his will. My order was to leave 
them with the lawyer's wife, who I was well acquainted 
with. I then was permitted to ſay, As thou haſt no 
more change, I will give thee the three ſhillings, and 1 
will leave the crown pieces with thy wife: I cancall for them 
another time; and if I do not, ſhe ſhall be welcome to 
them. I was permitted to call for them another time. 1 
then delivered the cloaths with a meſſage, to look to God 
for them; for God was coming in his time to feed and 
clothe the poor himſelf ?—and this was my command; and 
this was only a type of what my Lord and Maſter would 
do in others. I then called on the broker, to ſell my mo- 
ney out. He adviſed me to ſtay till another day; for the 
fees were double. I ſaid, that was no object; I muſt do it 
that day. I then called on my ſiſter in Spitalfields : 1 
ſeemed much wore out in bodily ſtrength : 1 laid down, 
but could not reſt. I then underſtood, though the enemy 
had no power over the ſpirit, or the body of the ſpirit, he 
had on the fleſhly — as I was willing to ſtand in that 
body, to plead for the people till the gathering of the 
harveſt, ſo my outward body was affected, and is liable 
to illneſs till your work is done. As I am willing to la- 
bour for you till yours is done, if you will accept of it; 
and if you will not, it is no trouble to me: for God ſays, 


62 J | 
I will compel them to come in, for my table ſhall he 
full? every day brings its work, and therewith I am con- 
tent. I neither toil nor ſpin: I am willing to do as much 
outward works as God enables me, and of what kind he 
pleaſe ; therefore I am truly happy under God's ditection, 
if it were to black ſhoes—l am as happy to wait, as be 
waited on. 3 17 of, | 
met the broker, and fold out my money.—T received 
orders to take a coach to Drury-lane, where the carpen- 
ter lived. I ſeemed very poorly, as if not able to go to 
the gardens to Murray. I aſked the carpenter to go with 
me: he ſaid he had a jobb that would take him two hours. 
I faid, if you will let me lay down till then, 1 ſhall ſee if 
I am able. I happened to fay, Art thou t Free Maſon ? 
he faid, yes: I then laid down, and went into a ſweet ſleep; 
and when I awoke, 1 ſeemed new born! Oh! the ſtrength 
of body I cannot exprefs : I then faw very clear my work 
was at that houſe, to that man.,—1 drank tea, and then, as 
with a mighty power, I declared a meffage, that the bride- 
groom was come; that I had found the filver penny, which 
was Chriſt : joy and happineſs, and the Free-Maſon's 
work, was againſt the commands of God; their wages will 
be horror and confuſion; for they admire the outward 
building, which is Solomon's temple, but refuſe Chriſt to 
be their corner ſtone, to lead and guide them to build the 
iritual houſe, that his glory wich come in the bodies; 
en they would not cheat people out of their properties, 


if whey Frſt ſought God; and if you partake of their 


pleaſures, you my partake of their plagues. As Solomort's 
temple was built without the noife of a hammer; fo our 
fpirityal temple, without ſpeaking a word; if Chriſt was 
our Maſter, we ſhould not want a teacher to the outwa 


J left the writings with theſe people; and if any perſon 
- ghooſes to enquire about it, I make no doubt but 15 f 


ey W 

give them ſatisfaction; for they are very civil e. 
cannot expreſs the eſteem I have for them, for their civil 
behaviour to me: bis name is Jobn Elliot, carpenter, 
B uct, Drury-lane. | : | 
'T.. took a coach to return home.— received quite vew 


Feenes : I ſaw every thing with new eyes; all objects that 


came before my eyes, and inſcriptions on houſes, opened a 
freſh ſeene, « he 7 I had been in a new er can- 


wot expreſs ibe many different ſcenes, neither can 2 _ 
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derſtand it, till you ſee for yourſelves, l called at ſeveral 

laces and gave ſums of money, as my directions were. 

h! the happineſs I had in that return, and a thankful _ 
heart to God that my work had been made ſo eaſy; for [ 
had been ſo baptized about Murray, and giving up the 
writings, that ſometimes I thought if 1 ſaw that man 1 
could not be ſupported : for it was often put to me, I 
« Murray ſhould come, and I ſhould take that ſpirit of 
« Tas e him, yea, if 1 ſhould lay him dead on 
te the gtound ; if 1 ſhould cut him down as the graſs ; if 
cc he ſhould be as Annanias and Saphira, would thee breathe 

a new breath in him, if I order thee?” I anſwered, O 

Lord, do thy work thy own way, only enable me to act 
with prudence ; let all that is done in me be done to thy 
glory ; I am in thy hands, let none pull me out, or make 
me afraid; for I have no friend but thee, aud in thee I put 
my truſt I have given up all to follow thee—only pre- 
ſerve me to act prudently, and preſerve me in the hollow 
of thy hand, O my Lord and Maſter, in whom is all 
ſtrength, both in heaven and in earth; for thou canſt turn 
and overturn the tables of the money-changers, and thaſe 
that ſell doves. O come in thy temple, ande overturn all 
evil, and be our king: lead and. guide us into all truth; 
make us what thou wouldeſt have us to be. Ohl that the 
people may be thine indeed and in truth; to plead with 
thee for this blefling,. that we may ſing thy praiſes with 
thy mighty power, and glorify thy name. Ingraft us into 
thy body, and ſeal us as with thy blood, never to be 
broken; for the work is thine, and the fulneſs thereof: ſo 
let me aſcribe all glory to thee, O Lord, that haſt pro- 
mjled to accept us poor unworthy worms, who have ſo 
© 


rebelled againſt thy goodneſs, that has fo admirably - 
| borne with a perverſe generation. © Lord, lead the people 
over the river Jordan, as thou baſt promiſed me. O let 
them hear the voice of the true Shepherd. O give them 
ſtrength to wait at Jeruſalem for thy coming. O _ | 
lead them by the way of the ſheepfold, that they may fin 
reft for their ſouls ; ſhew them; where thou foedels th 
k, and fayeſt them down to reſt, as at noon day. 6 
2rd, condeſcend to be their guide; bind the ſtrong man 
and ſpoil his goods: O be the people's comforter; feed 


them as with thy bread and living water, that they ma 
not thirſt againlt ; Jet. them foe thy ſtrength is ſalbcient 
if they will lay at thy feet. 3 vl Os 


— 


7 
On firſt day, the 16th of the 5th month, 1786, my orders 
were to put a roſe and a rofe-bud in my boſom, which is 
uncommon with plain friends; and it was ſaid, Thou 


mult fit where pleaſe; thou wilt not know till I ſer thee. 


down.* This ſeemed an exerciſe, as all the people would 


notice me, as I changed my place, and ſat under the gal- 


lery where public friends ſometimes fit; though I had a 
full aſſurance from my great Maſter that I ſhould have no- 
thing ro ſay to them, for my work now muſt be firſt of- 
fered to the outcaſt (as they had refuſed me at Epping) if 
the outcaſt would accept it ; for they diſowned me, with- 


out the orders from God: for I ſtood pleading guilty be- 


fore God, and I can fay he is not a hard Maſter ; he hears 
the cries of his people: for if you are enabled to ſee your- 
ſelves, and beg of God to forgive you, and God gives you 
ftrength and enables you to do ſo no more, be affured you 
have no need to ſubmit to man. I ſay, with ſorrow of 
heart for that ſociety, that or? in a great degree, have 
loſt their guide ; man Ju 
their own ſelf-will, imagining that their lives and conver- 
ſations are not conſiſtent with the will of God. Inſtead of 
being ſhepherds, they are but ſtumbling blocks in the way; 
their lamps have burnt dull, ſo others could not follow af- 
ter their track, for want of light. Now let every one 
examine their hearts, and not judge. Oh! conſider, he- 
ther they can ſay they never move on buſineſs without di- 
rections from God ; or whether ſelf-· imagination led 
them? Doſt thou know the true Shepherd to lead thee in 
all thy action? haſt thou left judgment to God? haſt thou 
waited for God to give command in every thing? and if this 
is not the caſe, you mock God. Is not this what you 
profeſs ? look at thyſelf as naked before God, that kriows 
thy heart: for if this has not been the caſe, you have ſold 
your birth- right for a meſs of pottage. Now conſider, it 
ands betwixt God and thy never-dying ſoul. How haſt 


thou improved thy talent? for where much is given, much 
is required: take care left it ſhould be taken from thee 
and given to another that, that thou haſt. | * 


This day paſſed, and I cannot expreſs the happineſs I 
experienced, 1 ſhould have ſaid, 1 gave a meſſage on 5th 
day laſt to'my brother. Thou may ſay, there is a poor 
woman at thy houſe that ſays Chriſt is her Maſter; and 
if there is any friends Soong to this meeting or ſociety 
find freedom to fit with her, 


EE 


y outfide appearance, or 


e is willing, that they may 
e 
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feel if ber work is a work of God, according to the * 
of their ſociety; for as you cannot ſee my Vork, it 1 1 | 
be there are ſome amongſt them can. Search and fee; ay 
1 believe there is a ſtandard ; inſtead of ſearchingſthe ſo- 
ciety for thoſe who had been dipped, and their lamps 
lghted, that might have felt the meaſure, and ** 
them from their udgment by convincement. 
Accordingly this afternoon three friends came to 
and formed to fit together. We ſat a conſiderable time in 
Glence, I can ſay, it was a happy time ** me, for I felt 
much more than tongue of 8 can 2 8. And it was 
laid, „ The ways of God are paſt 1115 out 1 men.” 


Jews coming; and it was often regal 1 Thoſe ] ö 
7 who wear beards, I mean, they all come the ſecond 
4 day "Be this is the full ther ; of the harveſt; and 
cc tha” is a type that the lio 428 with the 
« lamb, This is Torenham-hi dr 85 and Tam h 

te on the croſs here.” This was often rep 7 vg 
ſecond day I receiyed a letter from Richard 


bad taken our ſhop in Shoreditch for his N and be | 


- had failed, * deſire m 


| God enables me? and I f 


LE. 
| 5 fl enable me to Ay * U ih Poole le” 
ai 


my work the New Jeruſalem, which I had never read 


14 not know were in 


25 5 


afhſtance, a3 I knew ſome of the 
ve $4 brother 18 he ied d 
to have pothing to do with Ng | | (hen applied ta 
aſter : » advice — cc "96, al . Ar - g 
5 every t as t accept ot t er 
4 him fire = to Ag through this buſinefs, Go, c 
| r, fi forthe bas een th brough Egypt.“ Ffaid 
in the morning, 1 ſind it oy duty 10 go. 0, 12 do what 
to == IF ww wb a 


creditors. I inform 


Maſter, and rec * my ordets For 1 
e to you, if 


Siſter 
o'clock coach. 


well. —I came to town 12 the nine 
© parted in, oy ch loye, gol they eo 


at d lock. I fon : 
back, x which gave ms much god og Fer chen 1 then ] I 1 my | 


ſtr a great pace. 
was taken to the Bible, and ſhewed Scri 


before to my. 19 7 e, or not 22 N nan, 
And words which I repeated at pping, wh before 
* Fg ifs the. 17 5 of the 

Laſt chapter « of the SO, it! Jen 
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me very much: I received great power to ſing, and mighty 
things opened in that, as it a book was opened, and great 
light, which enlarged the meaning according to the pro- 
miſe. - And this will be your experience; for as we have 
been in a pit of darkneſs, ſo by degrees we muſt come 
into the light, —Murray's camera repreſents the people 
walking in darkneſs, and the ſolar microſcope repreſents 
Chrift enlightening our dark hearts by freſh objects being 


brought to our view, as through a glaſs, hy the power of 


the ſun, That inſtrument cannot be uae" no more can 
our great Maſter's work; for God ſaid, Let it be,” and 
it was; and God ſaĩd, This ſhall be,” and no doubt 
but it will be ſoon; for why ſhould God raiſe ſervants to 
declare this work done in the body, or do the work before 
the time, unleſs the time was nigh And lam willing ta 


give all the ſatisfaction God enables me; but you muſt 


| look to God to give you the light to underſtand it, for it 
muſt be God that quickens your ſpirits. Then you muſt 
leave all judgment, and deg of God to condeſcend to ſhew 
you: but if you take Selt-will to be your guide, or his 
8 will lead you in the dark: ſo you muſt 
firſt labour to get him bound, and his goods ſpoiled ; then 
your Maſter will liglit your candle, and ſhew you, as 
— theſe pretty 


— 
. 


N Having a little bill to ſettle with my brother, and my 


orders were to give receipts to ſome who owed me money, 
I came to town and called on my brother: he was not at 


home. He lived in Crucifix-lane, Bermondſey-ſtreet. I 
dined, .and returning back, as I came to the bridge, then 


it was faid, ©* Take water here and go to Mill-bank, and 


et call on Murray; thou wilt have plenty of time.“ I 
cannot ſay but it rather affected me, for I was made will- 
ing to declare my work whenever I ſaw him. I did not 
know which way it would be done; 1 had been baptized 
to do it ſo many ways. I took water, and accordingly 
found him. He ſeemed rather ſurprized, as I thought; 
. but I found myſelf affected. He ſhewed me into a room. 
When the common ceremonies had paſſed, as, How do 
you do? &c. to my ſurprize, he aſked if I would accept 
:of him for a huſband! I immediately anfwered, © No; I 
am engaged to a'great Maſter for a work; then aſked for 
2 Bible, and related reaſons, and ſhewed him Scripture 
for my work, or my views of the Bridegroom's _— 

| | d 
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ings, ——I ſay, 1 got much 
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At that time I thought God had ſo ordered it, to make 
my work eaſy. I muſt ſay, he behaved very civil, be- 
cauſe he did not contradict me, whatever he thought; for 
as he could not ſee mine to be a work of God, he muſt. 
have had a ſtrange 3 of ſuch things he had not 
thought on : yet I took it kind of them that did not deny 
it, becauſe their darkneſs. returns upon me, as 1 ſtand 
pleading for that ſpirit. He then told me he ſcarce could 
make it anſwer. I deſired him to bring his ſiſter to ſee. 
me, and appointed the day. I cannot expreſs the thank 
ful heart I had given to God, who had made that work ſo. 
eaſy to me. 3 be 
Accordingly Murray brought his ſiſter to ſee me, in 
which I found great happineſs. I found her a good girl, 
according to her education, My heart ſeemed united to 
her, as if my own child. And this day I had ſome diſ- 
courſe, in regard to the money, with Murray. I then 
declared mine. to be a work of God, and I had quite 
iven the money up to God, and I could not receiye it; 
1 I would have him make the beſt he could of it, and 
aſſiſt his ſiſter. But I did not ſay I had given my com- 


mand up from God; for he did not underſtand that Chriſt 


was my Captain, and Thad enliſted him with my Captain's 
money, ſo he became his ſoldier, and ſhould Hhaye his 
orders from me: but he deſerted, and took the enemy's 
orders, fought againſt my Maſter, and fell; but his ten- 


der eye, when he was humbled, pitied him, and, accord - | 


ing to his promiſe, did not let him fink, though he often 
has gone down in the deeps, but God raiſed him up again; 
ted be the everlaſting hand that helped him up. -Ohi 
the trouble that that man has gone through. I am confl 
dent he meant well, and has an honeſt heart : but by the 
prejudice of education, they get bad habits, ſwearing, and 
company; perhaps drink more than does them ood, Theſs 
are fins that cannot be got the better of, without ſeei 


their errors, and praying to God to give them ſtrength ; * 
and in that line of life, 0 ſeems a thing impoſſible to - 


tempt to effect: ſo he is dark to God's power, as giving 
th 


me command, and is perſuaded by man to go again 


command, or even to aſk for that he made agreement tc 
do; ſo gets into trouble ——Poor ſouls ! how my hea 


pities thoſe who work in darkneſs; they get their breg 
N e 


with ſorrow of heart, 


4 
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But to £0 forward, My brother and Giter informed 
me of their coming home; A 1 fome weeks I had an 
order to to Bedlam ind d eclare my work, and from 
thetice to Bunhill- row, to ſee ths works of God in a man 
that is known by the name of Poor Help. This man 
had often been brought to my view, as the ſpirit of dark- 
rieſs ſent into the bo agalh. Self-will took his life, but 
under the rod, ſent to ſhew thoſe men themſelves, 
who come not in by * rayer, that God will bind them 
Hand and foot, and hold a rod over them, and make them 
faves to thoſe who fubmit to come in by prayer, or la- 
bour to haye heir lamps lighted. It was often repeated, 
„ This man declares yt Sctiptures' my coming, and 
« the end of the planetary influences, or ſelf-will; and 
if thou prayeſt for him, he ſhall go in when his work 
cc js finiſhed, fbr he is an outcaſt.” And God ſaid, „I 
c will meet thee there, I will give thee Scripture for the 
& work I have ſnhewn thee; and this will give thee 
4 ſtrength, as thou haſt it in fpirit, and then in the letter. 
1 meer thee there, but! Mall have a ſcarlet coat 
K on of feathers.” That ſhews, whoever does 
5 tal and have the wedding garment on, that their 
aſter will come to them as with anger; and that will 
ew a ſtate of madvefs, after ſo m Nas been faid. 1 
| know men in ſelf-nature are fo ſtron and their actions 
ſo linked to poder, that the * fo not fear the A e 

If this ho be your lot, will nor you be left 


| Wi: e? 
faid my renten were to go to Bedlam; accordingly 1 
gle to 1 Te a brother a keeper in 
5 50 was fer orders were to take 
ae the 25 t, my niece, * the perſon who pro- 
fel us the admitfance; for my fiſter went without the 
= the ſecond time. Near this time I expected my bro- 
ther and fſter home.——1 ſignified to the maid and m 
Week, or 8 would treat them with a day's pleaſure, an 


| the natne of 'Poor Help: 
TA e A * from God A 
7 1 a doable t Mutray was at this 
ve at Peckham Halt: 1found it my duty to give him bis 
a ths by word of tnodth : then toſd him he muſt put put up 
b wnb meet that day, which was the laſt day of the fai 


meet me at ten o'clock on the day er was 


often 
Oo 


Foxy and then to ſee this rematk- _ 
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+ often repeated, This will be a croſs.“ I gave him 

ſtrict command from God; and I muſt ſay, whatever his 
thoughts were, he never contradicted me, nor ſtrove to 
perſuade me againſt my orders; which certainly I thought 
a great favour from God, to prepare him with that diſpo- 
ſition; for | muſt ſay, he always behaved to me as a gen- 
tleman ; only he has his weakneſſes : fo he that is without 
fault, let him caſt the firſt Rone. 


On the third day | ſent the ne to order the coach to 


be ready in the morning, (one for the day) and I can 
ſay, this was the firſt day's pleaſhre I had on my own ac- 
count, after being a flave thirty years: and had not that 
been a command of God, I ſhould, like many other fla ves, 
fooner have left my money to others'to ſpend, than ſpent 
it'on myſelf, or pleaſure. | 

This evening brother and fiſter came home. My niece 
ſeemed in fear leſt we ſhould be diſappointed. - I ſaid, 
© Leave it to me, and I will order it.“ My ſiſter ſeemed 


better after her journey than it could be expected. Be- 


fore ſhe went to bed, I faid, As we were not certain 
— des would come home, I promiſed Maybold and 
an 


to give them a day's pleaſure, and the day ap- 

inted is to-morrow : we have beſpoke the coach, and it 
s'to be here at nine o'clock in the morning. Now May- . 

bold is thy ſervant, will thee give . ſhe has 


ſcarce been out ſince you have been gone. Davies is here 
to wait on you, fo do as thee pleaſe. Siſter gave leave, 
and all ſeemed happy with them. My orders were to give 
directions to the coachman where to ſtop. We came to 
towh, and Murray's orders were to meet us at ten o'clock 
in Shoreditch, but he made it eleven. I found I had a 
meſſage from God for him. I ordered him into a room, 
and with power (not knowing what I was going to ſay) 
ſaid, Thy orders were ten o'clock, and now it is eleven; 


and I have to tell thee, it is the eleventh hour of the day, 


ſo labour hard this hour, and thou wilt receive the penny. 
And what I faid to this man, I ſay to the whole world.; 
for he repreſents the ſpirit of darkneſs. As God knows 
all things, and knew the wiſe would fleep, as well as the 
fooliſn; and when he made me willing to declare this meſ- 

his people, they were ſo ſound afleep: that 


_— 
they would not receive this meſſage ; he prepared this per- 


ſon, that the work might not ſtand ſtill :—God's work 
-never ſtands ſtill. Now as I was enabled to ſay to this 


0 353 


> 


— 


f 


5 0 | 
young man and his ſiſter, if they would accept me as their 
mother, I was made willing to ſhare the laſt ſhilling, in 
common, as one family; which they agreed to: and they 
repreſent the whole world. —Now if you can give all up 
in your hearts, and of God to light your lamps, and 


| e you ready againſt his coming, that is, being willing 
that G 


od ſhall do as he pleaſes with all you have, as he 
may give command, when God takes ſelf-will power 
from your body, and free-will, Now remember, you 
have your choice to be healed. of this darkneſs, and the 
day is far ſpent; for there is a death, and if you do not 
labour this hour, horror and confuſion will be your 
wages. | my | 
When we came to Bedlam, I cannot ſay but an awe 
covered my body and mind, for I had been baptized to 
declare this work many ways. After they had ſhewed'us 
the wards, I aſked if they had not a bath, and deſired to 
ſee it. I knew not what [ ſhould have to ſay till I ſaw it. 
I had great power given me to declare the time was nigh 
for the end of water baptiſm, and Chriſt was coming to 
baptize them, whoſe fan is in his hand; and then he will 
put a new ſong in their mouths, and they ſhall fing, God 
and the Lamb for ever.—1 was told the doctor came out 
of his room, and aſked if they did not want a ſtrait 
waiſtcoat: but I could ſay, God had put me one on; 
and I truſt he will put you one on, then you cannot com- 
mit mad actions; for every degree of darkneſs is a degree + 
of madneſs. © A I | - 
We then went to Bunhill-row, and aſked for Poor 
Help. The maſter of the houſe ſaid we could not fee 
him: he ſaid we muſt come in a morning. I ſaid I myſt 
fee that man. He ſtill inſiſted I could not. I ſaid with 


a2 power, Self-will man, God has brought me here this 


day, and I muſt fee him.“ I had never been there before: 
then I was carried with a power up the yard to a pair of 
ſtairs. The man ſaid, And will you go, whether I will 


or not?” I repeated, God has brought me here, and I 
His wife came more tender, and- 


muſt ſee him this day.“ 


ſaid, There is a lady with him, and when ſhe is gone, 
you ſhall fee him.“ I cannot expreſs the horror 1 felt 
" againft that ſelf-will ſpirit in the man. After ſome time 
they brought me to. him. He faw m work, and ſaid, 
. You muſt keep your mouth ſhut till it is opened,” 1 
then ſpake of my work; with power I declared of Chriſt's - 
coming, 
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coming. He gave me texts of Scripture. I then ſaid, 
© | have ſeveral that are with me in this work ; will thee 
ſee them?” He ſeemed very happy; and they all ſeemed 
well ſatisfied with that treat. | 

I then received orders to dine at the hack of the*Change, . 
and drink tea at Hornſey-wood ; then returned to Tot- 
tenham. Brother and ſiſter went to London next morn- 
ing, ſo I got time to examine my texts, and my orders 
were to write them at full length. Accordingly I did 
that day. They ſeemed much to ſtrengthen my faith, 
for they declared the work God had ſhewn me; fo I can 
ſay, he gave me the letter, and I looked to God, and he 
quickened it in me. The letter of itſelf is a myſtety, 
but the Spirit, that enlightens : he that opens the {als of 
that book is the Lamb of God; he can open, and he can 
ſhut : there is no other way than lying at his feet, and 
deſiring him to do that work; for it is only God that can 
make the lion lie down with the lamb; Chriſt the lamb, 
that was given up without ſpot for our fins. But if you 
do not deſire Chriſt to baptize you, he has died in vain 
for you; for John ſays, ©* There is one coming after me, 
« whoſe ſhoes l am not worthy to unlooſe; whoſe fan is 
in his hand; and he will throughly purge his floor.“ 
Now conſider how far you have experienced this purging, 
or purifying, If that is done, there will be a new life : 
we ſhould become new creatures. Then we might with 
propriety ſay what God had done for us; for he that doth 
theſe things, ſhall be called great in the kingdom of hea- 

ven. Who can do theſe things but God? No, the crea- 
ture muſt be bound, yea, become dead as in the duſt, and 
God muſt do all that is done in us; ſo let us give 
God the glory: 2 God ſays, I hate robbery. V ou 
<< are curſed with a curſe, for you have robbed me, even - 
c this whole nation.“ That is the ſpirit of darkneſs and 
madneſs.—l ſay, O man, labour to know thyſelf, that 
thou mayeſt come in by way of the ſheepfold : then God 
will ſhew you where he lays down his ſheep to reſt, as at 
noon day. O think this is a great favour! © Stand no 
longer idle in the market-place, but inliſt into Chriſt's 
ſervice, that he may make you valiant ſoldiers under this 
King of kings. He will pay you your wages, a full hap- 
pineſs, the Bier penny. 1 can fay, © Neighbour, come 


and rejoice with me, for I have found the loſt piece of 
ſilver, and am willing to ſhare it with you,” I fay, _ 
a 2 A . an 


* 
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and I will tell you the way; yea, I will help you to ſ 

our houſe, if you will ſit with me. I cannot expreſs 
— near I am drawn. to you in love, It is no matter 
what denomination you are of, for the invitation from 
God is, Come unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and 
« be ye ſaved.” 3 | | 

Sixth day my ſiſter ſeemed better. I aſked her for 
ſome needle-work. She fajd, I cannot think of giving 
thee work, when thee had left me, and went up ſtairs. 
No, I ſhall get a ſervant that will mind me.“ Then 1 
ſaid, If thee will not let me work for thee, 1 cannot 
find freedom to eat wy victuals; ſo I ſhall leave thy 
houſe; and I do not doubt but my Maſter will find me a 
fituation :* ſo left the room. I cannot ſay but my heart 
was full ; for my. natural diſpoſition was rather to pleaſe 
other people than myſelf; but my will then was the will 
of God. I found I could not pleaſe God and man, fol 
prepared to leave the houſe, and accordingly I did the 
next day at three o'clock, S028 

I cannot expreſs the goodneſs of God at that time, for 
+ had I been in a natural ſtate, it might have broke my 
heart. I can ſay it to the glory of God, who has ever 
preſerved me with an uncommon ſhare of ſtrength to ga 
through my croſſes: for theſe things are for the further 


refining of us from this fallen nature, that we ay be 
to 


willing to ſubmit to the will of God, and deſire G | 
take ſelf-will from us, and accept us to be his children, 
that we may do his will in every thing; for Chriſt ſays, 
«« They are my „ brother, and ſiſter, who do the 
cc will of my Father.” And as we can do no good thin 
of ourſelves, we can only lay at Chriſt's feet, and beg 
him to give us ſtrength—to lead and guide us into all 


truth to let his light be our guide. In this manner we 


muſt leave the world: whatever God may require of us, 
even our neareſt friends; for Whoſoever will not leave 
4c father or mother, &c. for my ſake, is not worthy of 
«© me,” This means when we plead to God, and he con- 
deſcends/fo ingraſt us into the vine; that is, to unite us 
into his body, as a bridegroom marrieth a virgin. When 
we are born anew, and become a new creature, that is 
becoming as a virgin. This is coming to the marriage of 
the Lamb. O conſider, is this the caſe, or have you 
formed excuſes? have you hewn to yourſelyes broken 
ciſterns that will not hold living water? If N 
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* gat then there is no doubt in your hearts; you 
isfied, But if this is not the cafe, it is time (hour 
tition for it, left the Bridegroom ſhould come i 
when you do, not expect him, and there ſhou 
water in your earthen veſſels ; then your Saviour E 
turn it to wine, (that is, joy) then you will not have 
power to fing. O this requires a deep confider ation. 
God gave me much ſtrength to leave my ſiſter, and? 
was diretted to the ſhop 1 kept when 1 11 on firſt — 
We had left it near three years. The fa qi 
took it of us was a diſtant relation of my * 
his ſiſter kept his houſe: ſhe learnt the — of —— 
I-toved” her as my ſiſter. She had 3 Leype 
with her brother. I can fay, ſhe 1 leo's 
_ folly in being toe good to one — "We ſhould firſt 
ſeek God, and all things would be added. Then we 
ſhould do our proper duty to man, leaving the event to 
God. There is no doubt with me but — ay 
and clothe us as the lilies. Then we ſhould 
ſhoulder of our Beloved t then we Salt fag, ſay, 4 Ty — 
„ loved is mine, and I am his; för 
lovely; Lam fatisfied. I expect whey the wars — i 
Fe piriraal combats) my Caprain Chrift) will come in 2 
. (a . and then we ſhall | & age nas happy, x 
mak e no d 
As _ oung man failed, he an bis filter ſeemed g 
of my aſſiſtance, to ſell” off the goods, and let the Gag: 
O the horror I feel againſt that ſpirit” that would h. 
$ for lefs than they are manufactured for; and a 
he underſellers and ingraffers.. O whers are the nei 
bours and friends? what ſpitit are 4 who do not de 
a von would be done by ?/ I am af ue no exca 
like à rod for this darkneſs. There muſt 
before God; your mouths muſt be ſhur while you are 
weighed in the b balance: and wy advice is, 17 to — 
watch tower, and of God to accept 
worthy 'ptodigal; and be as the vein, who nos on 
n ; for no AN ” can __— 
heaven,— o m rength, is, 1 
fich grew ſtrong. I Gul it 2 Ry to 7 
work to all I had conyerfation wit ACC: 
to Scrjpture, moſt denied it: el 
dark bewildered ſtate they were in. My work 4 — 


o 
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to my view; explaining · or opening the Scriptures, &c. 
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It was often repeated, I cannot ſing in a ſtrange land, 


in. 2 5% eng, A #* 11 

Now I come to Murray. He had gone to fairs, &c. 
and never given bimſelf any trouble to aſk my advice, 
though the agreement expreſſed that he was not to move 
withaut orders from under my hand: though I had deſired 
him not to make himſelf uneaſy, if he could make a 
b for God had required it at my band, and at that 
time I could not take money, as I had been made willing 


68 ny Potter's Field was bought to bury ſtrangers 


ta give up the agreement, and command only as I re- 


ceived orders from my Captain ;. for in this manner I in- 


isarepreſentation af the wor darkneſs, and the work 
he: ſhews is an outward type of the inward, work; the 
people's dark hearts, and Chriſt coming to enlighten them. 
God by his power has given him that genius from a child. 
He cannot ſee for what reaſon he ſhews this work, and 
has had ſo many misſortunes; and I am convinced that 
be ever meant to act honeſtly, and has been kept up from 
ſinking to a miracle, 8 God 22 me: for 
it is hardly to be credited what diſtreſſes that man has 
gope through. And this is to ſhew you, that God will 
afflict that ſpirit of darkneſs till me ſubmit; for God 
fays, I do this work myſelf, I will compel them to 


rb come in; And this man hews how far the outward. 


learning, or claſſical education, can reach; being taught 
in the letter, not waiting for the Spirit to quicken; the 
letter without the Spirit being dead. The Spirit that 
quickens is the Holy Ghoſt, which you have made — 
of, or the people who have waited for it to baptize them. 
Remember Eſau ſold his birth- right for a meſs of pottage. 


By this we may ſee without afflictions what a rebellious 


ation we are. He who is without fault may caſt the 
& ſtone; and by no other way we can enter than by 
leaving all judgment to God; for you ſee that the out- 
ward bread and water fails, that the letter doctrine fails, 


aud if God ſuffers you to go on in this ſelf-will much 


er, he:ſhews me there; is a famine in the heart which 


_ leaking would eat up the fat ones (the induſtrious). O 
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the rod. feel. for this darkneſs! is not this oppoſing God's 


power t for is it not God's. power which preſerves people 


4 to 


liſted that power under the Kn e kings. This perſon 
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wonld farvertheigpgd and honeſt children; that Pharoah's 
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to 28 Now conſider how you can look GOd 


in the face. Commune with thy heart, and be ſtill, and 
hear what the Spirit ſays to the churches; for * there 
« was ſilence in heaven for the ſpace” of half ag hour.“ 
And this is the way to find the true Sbepherd and if 
ou have but faith as a grain of 'muſtard-ſeed, and pray, 
od can remove the mountains, and throw them down; 


for it is only by faith and prayer this ſpirit of darknefs' 


can be- removed, or we can be healed from the ſhape of 
the devil. / 6.0 | | | 
You may think this hard doctrine. Now can thee den 

it in thy heart? Remember, we ſtand naked before God. 
and we muſt give account for the deſire of our hearts: 
for when you come to judgment, God will ſhew you the 
deſire of your hearts from your youth; for God will talk 
with you as when on earth. This is my experience, even 
in the ſmalleſt matter. 1 cannot ſay but it was to my con - 
fuſion: for could man or friend tell you all your actions, 
or the deſires of your hearts, would not it confufe you? 
much more ſo great a Maſter, who has offered you ſtrength, 
and invited you ſo long. Yet | can much encourage you 
not to fear, for God is not like man, for be gives libe- 
N and upbraideth not. O that I could make you un- 
derſtand what God has in ſtore for us, when we are all 
come in. O how I long for you! I wifi to help you on 
your journey. Though I cannot expreſs the croſſes I car 
ried for the ſpirit of darkneſs. O I often am laid on the 
ground to pray for that ſpirit. Do not let us forget to 
give God the glory, for it is God, and God only, that 
can give us this ſtrength. Fallen nature certainly has no 


idea of the goodneſs of God, or they would ſhut their 


mouths, and abhor their ſelf- will actions. Its darkneſs 
hides us from the preſence of God, becauſe our deeds are 
evil. O do not you ſee how the love of God is loſt even 
amongſt the beſt of people. They judge by the outſide 
pearance; but remember, God will judge thy heart. 
O how ſelf has taken God's ſeat, and ſits as judge, de- 
ſtroying the fruit on the tender vine. Have not 
miſſed their way in the wilderneſs? or they by this time 
would have got into the promiſed land, and by their light 
or example have led many forward on their journey. 0 
the God of this world has blinded your eyes: as with the 
gold duſt, or all things would have been in common in 
that ſociety, But as the Scriptures / teſtify, the wiſe as 
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well as the fooliſh ſlept. And now I have to tell yon, it 


is time to awake and trim your lamps, for this is my meſ- 
ſage, or orders from. my Captain to you, Prepare to 


* meet the Bridegroom, for the day draws nigh when 
„ you Ruſt know your deom, whether wiſe or fooliſh,” 
Aud I ſhall be clear, for God promiſes to do this work 

himſelf; and he will not force my labour upon you, but 

leave you to your choice, and I ſhall be clear. 
When I was firſt drought to this city, I was made will- 
ing to offer my work to the outcaſt, and the people called 
ethodiſts. I applied to the women's claſs meeting, I 

Jet them know I had a great work to the gathering of the 

harveſt, and found it my duty to offer my work in their 

ſociety, if they would appoint meetings, and ſubmit to 
ſit in filence to wait for the power of God. Accordingly 
they took me to one, and after fitting a conſiderable time 
in ontward filence, (for 1 found much labour) there 
ſeemed bur little Rong, for many-aroſe and went out, 
and moſtly women; which rather grieved me. O remem- 
der what our dear Saviour ſaid to his diſciples, who could 


not watch one hour, ** people forget that command, 


« Shut the cloſet door, and pray in ſecret, and I will re- 
* ward you y.” What is that but in filence ? And 
Again, Be ſtill, and know that 1 am God.“ I wiſh you 
may take theſe things into conſideration, and think if you 
had a ſervant that came into your preſence, and was al- 


ways aſking the ſame'thing, and never waited for an an- 


ſwer, (or their Maſter's commands) how ſhould that 
ſervant know what be had to do? would you not think 
that ſervant rude? would you not be apt to ſay ſuch a 
fervant was faucy, or ignorant of their duty, and eſpeoi- 
-— 44 you bad given them their orders to the contrary? 
© have many orders in the Scriptures, and if we do not 
vnderſtand them, does not (God ſay, Call unto me, and 
e I will anſwer thee, and ſhew thee 2 and mighty 
bc things which thou knoweſt not.” And this | can 
I have experienced by waiting in awful ſilence, as 
God to ſhut out the world, that I might hear that 
voice af the Shepherd to give me my orders. 


| And now 1. een ding 40/glorify him 
That promiſed to come and be your King. 


10 
= 


He'll igive'you: todrink of the heavenly ſpring, i; 
And bring you into Paradiſe again; Where 


* 
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I in filence you will walt for him, 8 1 on 


3 | 1 
Where you ſhal} ſpiritually eat of bread and wine, 
And adheres Yeh rs b ry 3 ah 
That your branch good fruit may bear, 
And you way dine with Chriſt the heir. 


After the meeting was done, they ſeemed not contented 
without prayer in their uſual form. They ſaid I — 
to the ſame place the next week; and then there wo 
{A a woman that ſpoke in their way. As I found they 
could not receive my work, to wait in ſilence as at Jeru- 
ſalem, I could not find freedom to go the next week, for - 
my work will not be forced on any; but by the petitions 

Chriſt you are brought into Paradiſe again: and for 
this reaſon Chriſt has ſeryed two apprenticeſhips to be our 
king, and give us a proof of his love. . 

Now if the Jews will not labour to find this freſh ſtone 


which their forefathers rejected, they muſt take the con- 


ſequence, I am made willing to give them any ſatisfac- 
tion they can deſire, according to the will of God; as 1 
am not afraid to ſay, 1 have no other power than ts 
power of God, neither in body nor mind. And when this 
work is done in you, no doubt with me you will never 
repent your labour: for I am fully ſatisfied with the will 
of God, and cannot expreſs the many beautiful fruits 
this land produces. I hope you. will not take my word 
for it, but come and ſee for yourſelves, O come to the 
fountain of living water, Ohriſt, and drink freely, that 
you may not thirſt again. Stand no longer making game 
of the Spirit, (of the power of the good Son) 1 — 
did ſo, and was caſt out, ſo became a wild man. And are 
not you ſtill wild, to tarry in the letter, and not wait for 
Chriſt to ſpeak in you, or to teach you? for he ſays, [ 
t teach as never man taught.” O come to this Teacher, 


who cannot be removed into a corner. I ſay, if you are 


deſirous of being taught by him, it is no matter hat 
your ſituation is, for Chriſt ſtands even at the door of 
your hearts; he ſtands knocking until his head is wet ag 
with the dew of the night. | 8 1 
And now I give this advice to ſervants, and people un- 
ger the bonds of — and thoſe who may have wanted 
outward food leave all judgment to God, and think, had 
your ſituation been as theirs whom yon may think ha-we 
not done their duty to you, had you been in their men, 
von might have been worſe; for all have fallen * ä 


| * 
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the glory of God; ſo we muſt have no ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
for all the good we ever did was the immediate power of 
God, ſo we muſt give God the glory; for we have robbed 
bim, all this whole nation, the ſpirit of darkneſs. They 
would receive honour one of another, and no honour is 
due to man. O vain men and women who rob God of 
his honour, and receive honour from man, who ought to 
be as the duſt of the earth, but in fallen nature mnch 
worſe; for they are but corruption and wounds from the 
crown of the head to the ſoles of the feet: fo you had 
need to lay at the feet of Jeſus to be healed :—and this is 
the way of the ſheepfold. 

As God has dipped me thus in the deeps, and prepared 
me, I do not declare a work not done; and for this reafon 
God has given me ſo much time ſince I faw this work in 
the light, that 1 might get ſtrength; for by prayers, and 
ſinging, and writing to this Murray, — work has been 
oped a great pace. You may think what ſtrength en- 
abled me to drink this bitter cup, which James and John 
faid they could: that is to give up the ſon of fin, the de- 
*vil, our ſhape in fallen nature, aa Sa 
© Theſe letters I ordered this John Murray to hand to 
gentlemen, which if he had had ſtrength enough to do, 


might have awakened you ſooner. He wrote that he was 


at Spilby, and ill. Then my Maſter ſhewed me that he 
had aflited him there, and would not releaſe him, on! 

as he falfilled that command, unleſs 1 would fetch him 
nome (that is the ſpirit of darkneſs). It was faid, . Thee 
% have much wiſhed to make their work eaſy.” And 1 
was to go and come back on the ' outſide of the coach, 
which broke down a few miles out of town.—I ſaw mi- 
racles in that journey; for maſters and ſervants are no leſs 


than mad. I ſaw many circumſtances in that journey that 


opened many ſelſ- will ſcenes, for which my Maſter ſays, 
« {will reckon with them when I come and bring them 
to judgment.” —I brought Murray home, and then told 


him what money I could ſpare him to bring him to town, 


and to make the beft of it for a living; which he laid out 
in inſtruments. - 1 did not tell him it was all I had, for I 
believe he would not have bad power to have taken it. T 
found it not ſufficient to {ay we ſhare the laſt ſhilling with 
the outcaſt, or to clothe and feed the poor; but 1 found 
it muſt really be done; for 1 was not permitted to begin 
this writing till 1 had given up the laſt ſhilling, except 
> | money 
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money that I had lent, and lately, with promiſe to pay 
me ſoon; and 1 might have ſtarved for them, had not 
God raiſed other Fiends. Theſe make people hard- 
hearted, after they have ſuffered, 8 | | 
No this is living in common, and truſting in God for 
ſtrength and food. Can you plead to God to enable you 
to do this when he requires it at your hands, and makes 
ou ſenſible it is his will; and take ſelf-will from you, and 
3 that you may have but one power in the body? 
and that you are willing to give up all, and be led and 
guided by God, if he will condeſcend to do this work for ; 
vou, and give you a full happineſs, and give you this 
rength, and light your lamps for you. Now when you 
read this, God will know the deſire of your hearts, and 
if you have faith, and pray, God will remove theſe moun- 
tains that may appear, and then you will ſee the meaning 
of all God has done in me, to help you forward on your 
journey to the promiſed land. ail 
11 And 2 6 ready to go in, | 
Shall with mighty power fing, 
0% 2 their God, their Ling, * 
And King of kings. | 


For it is by his power alone we can come in. So confider 
whether you in this manner can ſubmit to him; for he 
knows, your hearts, yea, your defires; and ſuch as thou = 
ſoweſt, ſuch ſhalt thou reap. And here is an offer whe-. 
ther thou wilt be a ſheep or a goat. I am made willing 
to give all the ſatisfaction you can wiſh, according to the 
will of God, who knows your hearts, and will anſwer 
you as you ſubmit to him: for as I have but one power in 
me, ,you know God can ſhut my door when he pleaſes. 
And this I am not afraid to declare, to the glory of God, 
and our comfort. I cannot expreſs my happineſs, it is 
more than pen can write, * 30 2 * f 
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LETTERS To MURRAY. 


5 LETTER I. 19 b. 


3 
| FaritxD Menn Ar, oy 


J Received thy two letters, and truſt in the Lord to ſee 
that day thee will not be ſuch aflave to man; and re- 
ceive ſo little benefit thyſelf. But ſtill put thy truſt in 
thy Maſter and my Maſter, praying tim to make thy 

work lighter. = forget to ſay, Not my will, but | 
thy will, O Lord,, on earth as in heaven.” That he would | 
forgive thee. thy treſpaſſes, as thee haſt treſpaſſtd againſt | 
him; and enable thee to forgive them that offend thee :—, 8 
for thy temple is a repreſentation of thine and other peo- 
3 ple's hearts; and the figures thou ſeeſt moving on the 
= . table, are no leſs than a repreſentation of the Almighty 
on the table of your hearts : and if you would ſubmit 
_-Yourſelves to be defrou that he would condeſcend to an- 
vou, as if thofe figures could ſpeak as a man, tell- 
ing you all things neceffary. O then your peace of mind 
would be paſt your underſtanding in fallen nature: for 
Chriſt is coming a ſecond time to glory, and will enlighten 
Four dark hearts, even as the ſolar microſcope enlarges 
the ſmalleſt mite, as thee obſerved, if thee had but room 
enough, as large as St. Paul's: for as your eye becomes 
| Lagis to God, ſo ſhall your whole body became full of 
18 
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t. One inſtance of thy darknefs, when the Lord 4 

| raiſed me for thy friend, that nobody ſhould impoſe on t 
= thee; and thee could ſpend my money, or other people t 
| | that would eat thy bread out of thy mouth : inſtance the Pp 
x man with the ſhew. I am not going to condemn thee ; * 
but this is r will, to convince thee of thy er- h 
* g6r, againſt the day that haſtens on apace: that all people b 
if . may . 


— 
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1 871 
may become of a good mind. There the poor will be fed 
and Eloathed. And my faith is in the Lord, according t6 
my views, as he hath brought thy ſiſter and thee to me, 
and you have experienced through mie to be fed atifl 
cloathed : this is a type that my Lord and Maſter will 
clothe others; and the favour is to thy country; though 
I do not underſtand ftate affairs: but the Scripture de- 
clares, „The firſt ſhall be laſt, and the laſt firſt;” ot 
otherwiſe he is no reſpecter of perſons in this day, I en- 


perience a true ſtate of happineſs, and only can put my 
truſt in the Lord to do this work in others; as I am ſen- 


ſible it will be done to our comfort; for he will take ſelf- 


will and free-will away, and lead and guide you himſelf 


into all truth. This is Paradiſe regained in this earthl 
body. I could fay much more on this head, but time wi 
not permit, for I am ſtill in the buſy world, I hope thee 
will improve this talent, —lf any perſon ſhould be defirous 
of knowing where I live, do not fail to give them a di- 
tection. r am, through mercy, in good health, and hope 
thee will not fail to write every e , for I and 
thy ſiſter ſhall be glad to hear of thee. John Garth left a 


letter from his brother, and I hope thee will excuſe my 


opening it, for it is a ſatisfaction to me to hear even of m 
enemies doing well, I now conclude with putting my 1 
in the Lord, to do this work in his own time. I am thy 


friend, | | 
on | J D. GOTT. s 
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LETTER I. eh 
London, 21ſt of the 12th month, 1780. 
DP. RIEND MuRRAY, „ | 


A® my time has been much taken up, liad not o 
tunit 


oppar- . 
of anſwering thy letter; nevertheleſs 1 expected 


thee would have wrote. I have much to communicate'to 
thee from thy great Maſter, but was not certain a letter 
would come to hand. This is my Maſter's conimand, 
that, thee give me a quick anſwer, and how far thy Maſter 
12 


has enabled thee to explain thy work., Do not forget to 
de thankful to him that pur i in thy power, und jon 


364 } io 4 * 
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| | „ 
by men; for I cannot find fault with thee without a com- 
mand from thy and my Maſter ; in which I am petitioning 
_ for thy welfare, and ah other perſons as myſelt. 
- - Pleaſe to direct for me, at No. 30, Featherſtone · ret, 
City- road. We have leſt the ſhop, and thy ſiſter is well, 


—— ed d. — — 1 . nn ä 
e . | 
London, 16th of the 1ſt month, 1587. 


4 3 4 
„ Farexp Murray, 


x Received ty letter, and ſympathize with thee in thy 
1 troubles; for the Lord has made me ſenſible that we 


are fo ſelf-willed in fallen nature, that it is only by want 


and affliction we 'can ſubmit to acknowledge that it is a 
2 hand that feeds and clothes us; for when we 
ave more than will ſuffice our nature, which is a talent 
given us to occupy, then we ſhould ſeck God to ſhew us 
w to make uſe of it, to gain another talent; that when 
our Maſter comes, he may ſay, Well done, thou good 
<< and faithful ſervant; I will make thee ruler over much.” 
I feel a godly jealouſy that thee did not ſee my work, that 
| It was a great work of the Lord's, to ſupply thee with 
money, and then declare that I had quite given it up to 
. the Lord, and could not receive-it again. If thee had 
rightly conſidered this, it muſt have awakened thee to 
trink God Had not forgot thee; and had this been the caſe, 
thee ſurely would always have had the goodneſs of God fo 


much before thy eyes, that thee could not have ſpent one 


Hallpen penny of it without aſking thy great Maſter leave. 
But this uy Ts the dark neſs of Lo which thy tem- 
ple repreſents; and the ſolar microſcope repreſents Chriſt's 
coming, which will enlighten. your dark hearts, and ſhew 
ou yourſelves as you really are; how you by fin have 
; [= dead in fin, and da 4 in e, 2 for the 
outward learning and. poliſhed compliments are fooliſhne 
with God: and this work that I am made ſenſible of, done 
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2 am made willing to declare to the world; = — 
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Chriſt coming a ſecond time unto glory ; for he will come 
with a fan in his hand, that is, a © 25 through! urge 
his floor, that is, your hearts; for he fays, I will firſt 


bind the ſtrong man, then ſpail his goofs; that N 
i 


ſcourge you for your fins: t en Chriſt declares, 1 w 


% come in and ſup with you, and yon with me,” O I. 
cannot exprefs the happineſs [ feel ; for God is nat. like- 
| 


7, 


man, for he gives liberally, and upbraiderh not, 

Paradiſe indeed; this is beyond what I ever expected in 
is body: and I am not afraid to tell yau, that if yo 

will not ſeek him, he will come in an hour when yon do 


not expect him, and well will it be for that man who is 


found waiting when he comes; for as I told thee it was 
the dorenth hans of the day, that was the Lord's com- 
mand to thee. And now this is the ſame; which I think 


This is 


a great favour to thee, whatſoever thee may think of it: 5 


for this is the gathering of the harveſt, chat is, all peo- 
ple. ©* As the globe turns on its axis, fo the Lord fays, 
% I will gather my people, both great and ſmall.” Now 
I am under ſome apprehenſion that thee thought what 1 
id, for thee was with-a view of a huſband, by the offer 
thee made me at Milbank. I hope thee will give me 
full account what was thy motive. Do not for . 


get thee 
ſtands naked before God, and when he comes, thee muſt 
be accountable for every idle word, and much more for 
an untruth. 

This was my experience and confuſion when my friends 
ſaid I was ill; for as Solomon's temple was built without 
the noiſe of a hammer, ſo was my work done without 
ſpeaking a word of it to any perſon, or reading, or hav- 
ing the leaſt ſenſe from man, that God wauld favour us 
with his living preſence continually; as in heaven, and as 
Adam and Eve before their fall. And now I praiſe G 
with finging, as the angels do in heayen. And this will 
be your joy; for God will take felf-wilf and free-will from 
you, and lead and guide you himſelf: he. will be yo 
N and ſhield, and rock, and ſhew you how be gav 

ou command by the 1 to ſeek bim to be your 

iritual Captain: but not doing this, fin, which darke! 
has hid men from the preſence of God, But now I re- 
joice in the Lord that this work will be done ſoon i 
others, as in myſelf; and to convince thee of his work 
to be God's work, and of his loye to thee: though thee 


have carried the croſs, * in it, for the greater the 
« ; * FTE | | 


croſt, 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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erofs, the greater the crown. I feel God's love extended 
much to thee and thy ſiſter, for I am made to believe God 
will open all dark hidden things; for the Lord ſhews me 
when he comes, he will make kings tremble, for keeping 
you out af yqur eſtates, I ſay, great is the Lord's pro- 
miſe to thee and thy ſiſter; 2 if you will but ſubmit 
yourſelves, in ſecret petitioning God to be your friend 
and protector, he promiſes me to be your friend indeed: 
which I petition for you, as your mother, at the throne 

f heaven : and I am made las believe thou haſt ſubmitted 
Ife in ſome degree to the Lord; for I am now made 
willing to ſay, if a few pounds more will make thy work 
eaſier, let me know how to convey them to thee, for my 
ficen h is in the Lord, I ſhall never want; for as he has 
in this manner made me willing, I know he can make 
others do the ſame, and enable thee to return all obliga- 
tions, which I believe will be thy greateſt joy, I hope 
thou wilt excuſe me to ſay, Labour hard this hour, and 
thee will receive the penny as well as me, that can ſay, I 
have laboured all my life. Beg of the Lord to give thee 
Grange ap nix is 12 25 whom I put my truſt to 

reſerv incere friend | 
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LETTER lV. 


1 London, 12th of the 2d month, 1787, 
Faievp MunzAY, | 


I Received thy parcel, and can be only thankful to the 
Lord for ſo many favours he has beſtowed on thee ; 
for I think thee may ſay with me, the Lord is good unto 
thee: and I hope 15 will petition him to give the wiſ- 
dom and reſplution for to take care of his property, if he 
once more puts it in thy power: for without we ſeek 
him in this manner, we of ourſelves can do nothing ; of 
which thee have bad a ſufficient proof: for is it poſſible 
thee can forget the ſituation of thy ſiſter, when thee have 
perienced ſo much thyſelf? Where can a woman ſeek 
for relief without being inſulted? I could ſay more on 
fhig head, but will give thee another trial, a 


I ſent 


1 88 J 5 5 
I ſent thy ſiſter to Dolland's about the glaſſes, but they 
will not be ready for a week to come. Very likely foms 
of us may call again and hurry them. Thee did not men- 


tion the ſum thee would want. I would be glad thee would 
fend me word. I am ſincerely wiſhing, as far as the Lory 5 


will permit thee, good luck and happineſs. I approve 


much of thy plan, but hope thee will not truſt the car- 
riage without ſupporters, as by a quantity of people it 2 


D. GOTT..- _ 
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may break down. 
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3 London, 70 of the 3d month, 1 787, 
Friend Munzav, | 2h 


THE Lord has once more enabled me to aſſiſt thee, 
- Now I go back to our agreement, which appears to 
me thee have been ſo darkened in thy principles thee for- 
got it; as the Lord required that money at my hands, 
romiſing to be my friend; by that reaſon thee became 
his ſervant. At that time I ſent thee a letter, ſaying, 
Keep near thy Mafter, -and thy work will go on well : 
which I imagine thee took in a natural ſenſe; and perhaps 
thee may take this declaration to be the ſame, or enthu- 
flaſm, or madneſs; as my friends and other people have 
given it out: and I am ſenſible it is a great work to de- 
clare, and if it do not come to paſs, I know I muſt be 
deemed mad, or delyded by an evil ſpirit. And now I 
hope thee will give me an anſwer to this and my other 
letters, and thy juſt opinion of what thee conceive of this 
work. Thee cannot offend me by telling me the truth, 
whatſoever it is; but if thee deceive me one tittle, thee 
offend thy great Maſter, who ſays, ** Fear not men that 
& can deſtroy the body, but me, that can deſtroy the 
„ body and foul :” which has made me ſenſible he can 
deſtroy thy work in one night, and peace of mind. And 
was not this my duty from God to write to thee in this 
manner? And he has promiſed to go with it, to convince 


thee of thy error, and ſhew thee thy work; for he ſnews 


me he has choſe thee for a work, and prepared thee with 


à genius from a child, and preſerved thee from many dan- 


gers. 


: L 86 ] 

And now I hope thee will ſeek thy great Maſter 
—— „that be may burn up the — in thee, 
— — to come in and ſup with thee, and thee. 
with him, and ſhew thee thy work himſelf; aud in ever: 
thing thee take in hand, befure thee petition him to direct 
thee to do his will, that thee may become a ſpiritual fol- 
der; petitioning Chriſt to ts bo to be thy Captain. 
And this is the only method thee can take to underitand 
my work, and thy own; for as the Lord hath made me 
willing to declare this work, I can only put my truſt in 
the Lord to do it in others, as, I am not afraid to ſay, he 
has done it in me; which convinces me he can do it in 
others. O that Heaven may be thy guide, then I am 
perſuaded thee will never repent of thy labour ; and when 
I have that happineſs to fee that day, then I ſhall think 
myfelf amply rewarded for all the pains I can take: and I 
can — pray to the Lord to give thee ſtrength.—I have 
met with a 
of this work, which I will ſay more of another time, if 
the Lord. permit. I continue thy ſincere friend in the 


Lord, ns ad 
| PD. GOTT. 
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6 115 I. EKETTER Vi. 


Falgxn MonxRAx, 


1 Received thy letter, and am thankful to thy Maſter for 
permitting it to come ſafe to hand; for God has made 
me fſenſeble that all misfortunes are for a croſs in fallen 


nature. Man is born unto trouble, as the ſparks fly 


«, upwards:” and by our going on without our petition- 
ing our Captain to figbt the battle for us, we fin and be- 
come dead —When Adam and Eve were in Paradiſe, their 
command was that they might eat of all the trees in the 
garden but the tzee of 1 and ſo ſure as you eat 
of that tree, ſo ſure you ſhall die. Now that means to 
become darkened, and God hides his face from you: then 
how are you to become quickened again, but by prayer, 
and becoming Chriſt's ſervant ? that is, ſubmitting to lie 

A 
' 


w particular characters that are convinced 


London, 16th of the 34 month, 1787. 
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at his feet; for God ſaid to Chriſt, © Sit thou on wy 
<< right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footſtool. 
So I hope thee will not refuſe this work that is begun in 
thee; for I am thankful to God to find in thy writings 
thee have in ſome meaſure found the preſence of God. I 
ſay, be not weary in well doing, and thee will ſurely gain 
the crown of life; for thus labouring, I can {ay I found 
it, that is, the ſilver penny, not the devil's, | 

Thee ſpent thy Maſter's money to find out the free 
maſons ſecret, but thee had better ſpent it to have found 
Chriſt, thy great Maſter. Now conſider this, and fay, 
WV. 1 Were gy any thi N OE 
of true repentance my paſt follies, that I, by being 
dead in fin, might 3 Condeſcend, O Lad, to 
ſhew me my ſtate as it really is.” | 
| Now L imagine thee think I ſtudy and read. I can ſay 
IT am no ſchelar, but God hath given it me without the 
help of man, as I hardly learnt to read, and never learnt 
to write, I never read much in my life, and can ſay, I 
do not read half an hour in a week, take ene with ano- 
cher: but I can ſay, I have been to the ſchool of Chriſt, 
which ſhews me be is the Maſter of all God's writings, 
and will teach you ſo as never man taught: and if you 
will not ſubmit yourſelves to deſire him to teach you, the 
day draws nigh that he will come with a rod, and throughly 
purge his floor, that is, your hearts, whether you will or 
no, that ye may be happy together, all becoming as,good 
as me,—Perbaps I weary thee in writing in this manner ; 


but thee forgot our agreement, that thee was to write 


once a week: and I have often heard thee ſay, that writ- 
ing was always a witneſs againſt a man. Now this is my 
er's and thy Maſter's will, or I never would ſet pen 

to paper: ſo look not to me, nor think I have the leaſt 
deſire to be troubleſome; for I know man is ſo hardened 
in fin that it is almoſt impoſſible to make any impreſſion 
on their ſtony hearts, without God goes with it: ſo L 
pray God ſoften your hearts; for it is God that has done 
this work for me, and I can praiſe his everlaſting name: 
and much more for the promiſe, that he will flog you, 
and make you the ſame; ſo I can laugh in my fleeve to 
think I have got my floggings over, and encourage you 
not to fear approaching G54 to do this work in you: for 
I cannot expreſs my continual happineſs, without inter- 
miſſion, which I experienced ever ſince that day we went 
\ to 


13 
— 


383 
to Bedlam ; for the Lord promiſed to meet me. there, and : 
id that man we ſaw that gave us the Scriptures, which ex- 
plained my work. He is a remarkable man, a prophet, 

hich I ſhall open to thee as I go on with my work ; for 
I have many ſecrets to unfold, if thee will but labour in 
the vineyard of thy heart: for I ſay, if God's work is 
not worth ſtudying about, I am ſure the devil's is not.— 
God never begun a work in man but he carried him through 
it 3 which I cannot fear, and will leave at this time. 

Thee did not give me an anſwer to the queſtion relating 
to Milbank. I deſired thy reafoti for that. I do not un- 
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derſtand thy ſaying for my peace of mind. Can thee ay. a 
that thee ever ſaw any thing in my behaviour of fondneſs f 
to thee, or any other man ? or did people put this in thy 
head, that I could not be a man's friend without wartin 
a huſband ? or how thee firſt thought of ſuch a thi 3 3 
for I cannot ſee there can be much regard, which ought £ 
to unite man and wife. Conſider. the difference of our l 
"age, with many other reafons, and. explain this matter | : 
plain, as thee ſtand before God as w witneſs : for if thee br 
only imagined that I could not be happy without thee, iy 
give me a reaſon why thee imagined ſo; for if this is the 5 
cafe, I cannot but hs it very kind: but I promiſe thee, b 
let it be however it will, if thee tell me the truth, I Will | 
not be offended :—then I will open my mind. 3 
I can only add at this time, he that ſtudies God's work - 
will ſurely be rewarded; for he ſays, „No man ſeeks b. 
* my face in vain.” I cannot help ſaying, great is God's in 
promiſe to thee, O that I could make thee ſenſible of it, T7 
or co. 'd thee feel what I feel, and he ſhews me he has 
in ſtore for thee, if thee will but ſeek tum in thy ſilent ny 
moments: for in him I can only truſt to be preſerved thy as 
friend. F | 
ny D. GOTT. be 
7 | is 
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LETTER VII. 
| | | 31ſt of the 3d month, 1787. 
Fa;zxp MunRAY. a Ta 


I Was happy to receive thy letter, and ever put my truſt 
in God to be preſerved, thy friend and mother, if thee 
can accept me as ſuch, for the Lord ſhews me that thee 
and thy fiſter are in his ſight, as the babes in the — 
and if you will ſubmit yourſelves to lie at his feet, and 
defire to be nothing in ſelt-nature, but that he may ariſe in 
you, and lead and guide you. Say, O Lord, I can do no 
good thing of myſelf, but I commit my body, ſoul, and 
mind, into thy care: O Lord, enable me that I may ceaſe 
to do evil, and direct me to do well.“ I can ſay this is the 
way I have found my great Maſter, which made me ſenſible 
of a great work he bak in hand, to bring the prodigal back ; 
that is no leſs than the fallen angels that entered into Eve, 
when ſhe ate the forbidden fruit, and from that time was 
born in all men, except in Chriſt, who lived and died with- 
out fin, Do not forget Chriſt came into the body after 
man crucified him: for Chriſt ſays, He can lay down 
% his life and take it up again when he pleaſes;“ and by 
baptizing us with fire, and burning up the chaffy nature 
in us, making us fit for the kingdom of heaven. Now the 
Lord hath convinced me that he will do this while we 
are in the body, that we ſhall have that prayer fulfilled ; 
that is, Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as in heaven.” And as the promiſe to Abraham 
was double: for remember IſhmaePs ſeed was an outcaſt ; 
but the Lord promiſed to make him a nation, which 
is a type of the fallen angels (which are the outcaſts of 
heaven), and put in theſe bodies for a puniſhment ; that is, 
to let us ſee what we are in fallen nature. For I believe, 
when this work is done, many will have their bad actions 
to leave on record, that they may think is hid from man. 
But God knows the heart, and can make you as he pleaſe, 
when he takes ſelf-will from you, which you are dark to 
at preſent ; but as thee have declared a regard for me, and 
ſo much defire for my peace of mind ; as I am under 
the promiſe to God, and _ has promiſed me to preſerve 


me 


— 


} 


We. 


? 


fore God, that 
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me, in which I can only put my truſt ; for I have been 


made ſenſible of ſelf· nature can promiſe nothing. I ſay 


under a promiſe, never to marry more; and I can ſay be- 

I never had ſuch a thought of thee. This 
may ſeem a myſtery to thee ; but God's work. you will 
find a great myſtery more than man gan conceive in fallen 


nature: for if any body had told me what God has ſhewn 


me, I very likely might have thought them mad, or de- 
luded. I durſt not declare half what the Lord has ſhewn 
me, but as the Lord has made me willing to declare, I can- 
not marry: nevertheleſs, I can ſay I am in God's loye with 
all men and women, which are one and the ſame with 
God: and as I am made willing to ſhare my morſel with 
you, to encourage you to come to God, and taſte how 
good Gad is, without fee or reward. 

l hope thee will take this into a deep conſideration, to 
ſay, © What am I that God is ſo mindful of me, before 
1 conſidered what fed and clothed me.” O that thee may 


let this fink low into mY heart, and wait in filence before 


God: for I can ſay, He is ever worthy to be adored and 
waited on.“ I cannot expreſs the many good things he 
has in ſtore for thee, if thee will but ſeek him in thy ſilent 
moments. Thee may wonder what may make me ſo ur- 
t ! Tt is the great baptiſm I had to give up the mone 


for thy work, which I muſt declare to the people. It is 
a type of the work that God has done in me. Deſtroy 


not my writings, for thee will be much examined about 
me. pray God to preſerve thee to ſpeak the truth 


without fear. 1 by 2. | 

If any perſon aſk after me before I ſee thee, be ſure thee 

hide nothing from them that has paſſed betwteen us, and 
_- write to me the firſt opportunity; for I truſt in God that 


ſpotleſs regard betwixt thee and I will never be extin- 
ax and I truſt in God to make thee a good child then 
e has promiſed thee a good wife, Then I (Bal be complete- 


ly happy, For the women are to be made good as well as 
t 


men — then you will be all happy together. Do not 


doubt this; but ſay, © The Lord's will be done; for be 


can remove mountains.“ If you have but faith as a grain 


df muſtard ſeed, it will grow to a great tree ; that is, your 


. 


faith will grow ſtrong. 


1 would have thee take care of thyſelf and write to 
thy ſifter, and encourage her : if God ppl thee, thee will 


do what lies in thy power for her, I hope thee will get 
| thy 
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thy globe. Whether thee ſend us money before thee comes 
to town of not, we ſhall be happy to fee thee # neverthe2” 
leſs, it goes for current that we are married among our 


acquaititance. I only laugh at them, and tell them it is 
a wiſe man who knows his o\wn heart; but fools conceive” 
many untruths, I can only ſay, may God's blefling at- 
tend thee, and the dew of heaven convince thee in the 
Lord's time, I am, with fincerity, thy frienddß 
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London, 13th of 4th month, 1787. y 
Friend Murray, „ 
1 Wrote to thee at Wiſbech, which I hope thee received. 


5 


* 


I was happy thee wrote to thy ſiſtet; and eſpecially be- 


fore my letter came to hand, that ſhe was ſure it was thy 
own mind. I truſt in God it had a very good effect on 
her mind ; for as thee had ſpent her money, and had ſeemed. 
extravagant ſince ſhe came to town, ſhe ſcarce could be- 
lieve thee had a regard for her as a brother: that wounded 
her that ſhe could not forgive thee for all the arguments 
I could make uſe of. That gave me ſome trouble: for 
God made me ſenſible that is a very dangerous ſtate; for 
unleſs you forgive every body, prayer availeth nothing 2 
and while you ſtand in that ſtate, you are on ſelf- will 


ground; that is, a ſtate of darkneſs, and a night ſeaſon 3 


and every ſtep boy take you are liable to fall; which is the 
e's falling into ſo many ſins. As Iam 


reaſon” of oer . 
made willing to heal the broken-hearted, and encourage 
the wounded to come and be healed, and bring you theſe 


od tidings, which 1 truſt in God to do in his own time, 
find it my duty to be induſtrious in the worldly affairs, 


as ever I did; and as the Lord has made me willing to 


leave my friends; to ſeek the loft ſheep of Iſrael; to bring 
Wag back; fot I am but an inſtrument in God's hands; for 
the work is God's—ſo be ſure thee give God the praiſe,” 
Thy fiſter read part of her letter to me, about thy being 


- 


. ſo neceifitated, for money, which I blame thee for hiding 
from me; for I am ma- _— to ſhare the laſt —_— 
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with you, as the Lord pleaſes, who knows our betta 
1 have wrote in this manner before, but could not 


clear up this point till thee gave me an anſwer, that thee 
believe this is God's work, not mine, and I put my truſt 


in bim, to give us a living, and enable thee to be careful 
to do the beſt thee can far us: and I hope thee will look 


up to God to direct thee in every thing take in hand, 


and never more grumble nor murmur; and eſpecially at 


the weather, or the ſun's not ſhining, for that we know is 


the will of God. Now, if I can affiſt thee with money, 


or buying any thing in town, let me know ; for I am much 
comforted we ſhall ſee many happy days together. I do 
not fear what man can ſay or do. I have a buſineſs in 
view; when thee comes to town we ſhall want thy affiſt- 
ance: we with to make thee a comfortable home till thee 
get a better. My whole truſt is in God to aſſiſt us, and me, 


thy friend, blameleſs to the coming of Chrift Jeſus. Amen. 


When I fit down to write, it appears but a few ſen- 


© tences; 9 like the ſolat microſcope, it enlarges as I 
write: for 


never know what I have wrote till I read it; 
ſo I have no need to ſtudy, and I think myſelf as happy 


as the queen of England; and there is nothing wanting to 
compleat my happineſs, but man's being as happy as my- 
ſelf. 1 put my truſt in God, to do it in his own time; 
for 1 know man cannot do it of themſelves: ſo whenever 
it is done, I ſhall be thankful to God, in whom I put my 


truſt, to preſerve me, never to grumble, nor think the time 


; but to ſay, In thy time, O Lord, not mine.” 
have one thing to ay that thee did not obſerve,” when 
thee write me thee ſhould not fear me, for God knows 


« # Y 4 


thy heart, and every thing thep takes in hand: thee fure- 
* 


by ſhould conſider before thee do it, that if thee are afraid 
man ſhould know it, then ſurely I muſt be afraid God 


ſhould know it; or thee are more afraid of man than of 


God. O, ſurely, this is a very great darkneſs indeed. So 
be ſure thee write without fear of offending me; for I fay 


P ade iobes-de. ann find Chl: cod 


ſurely you muſt be graceleſs if you do not fear ſo good a 


F 


* 


Maſter. But the great darkneſs of this nation is, that 

believe the ſcriptures that they are the command of God, 
and yet go againſt the command; ſo they become more 
dead, or ſelf-willed, judging one another, and forgetting 
God knows our hearts, and we-ſpend our time. Re- 
member he that committeth adultery in his heart is guilty 
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of that ſin, and ſo I believe of many others: ſo we ouglit 
to labour againſt all evil thoughts as well as actions; for 
by thus doing, I believe, we ſhould be preſerved in t 
hour of temptation, which is come to all men, * 


Now I think God beſtows much labour on thee. I hope 
hee will improve this talent; and if thee think thee can 


make money before thee come to town, I am willing to 
— advance as much ax thee can improve, ſo thee will take 


care of it; for I mean to ſtrive to live comfortable. 1 
think thee are neglectful in not anſwering my letters, or 
thee might have had it before now. I truſt in God to be 
preſerved, thy friend, | 
N 9 D. GOT. 


— — 
— — — 
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LETTER IX. 


London, 26th of the 4th month, 1787... 
FalExD MunxAx, FS 8 n 


Received thy letter, dated the 21ft inſtant, and am 

. pleaſed to find that thee are brought down; for this is 
the way I have found heaven. And I write now to com- 
fort thee, I truſt in God thy work will go on well; and 
for this reaſon thou haſt met with theſe croſſes and diffi - 
culties. Now if thee ſurvey thyfelf, and conſider, thee 
ſcarce could think e, of ſuch a nature, or fo dark, I 
hope thee will excuſe me ſaying, ſtill keep praying God 
to carry on this work to the cleanſing of the infide of the 
cup and platter, that he may dwell in thee, and direct 


| thee in all thy ways: and do not lean ſo much on man, but 


pray God to give thee a ſenſt Which way to go; for this is 


my experience in every thing 1 do. 1 cannot be directed 


by man, (and this gives me peace of mind): for this is the 
light of God, and I ſee the light is good, and can make us 
all happy ; for it has new-moddled my diſpoſition, which 
I — a good one before. O I found myſelf a prodigal 
daughter, and think my ſelf not a wit better the worſt, 
if God had itted it: for I am made ſenſible I am 


what I am, through the grace of God; and I am much 
, a _— happineſs ſoon; and 
* | 


comforted thee will get 
if 2 6 permits, I hope thee will come to town as thee pro- 
Poled. | 
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My view of buſineſs is a toy - ſnop; which I think thes 
can aſſiſt us in, when the weather is unfavourable, and [ 
ſhould be happy if God permits me an inſtrument of mak- 
ing you comfortable. Do not think becauſe I cannot 
marry, I wiſh. to hinder - thee» No: 1 would rather ſee 
thee nurſe a child than a kitten. But remember thee ought 
to know how to live, or thee would do as thee did by my 
kitten ;—and a wife is much more expenſive than a cat, 
1 do not think I ſhall take a houſe till thee come to town; 
and if the weather ſhould prove againſt thee, and thee. 
cannot get to town, thee had better have a trifle than ſtay 
on the road, and I wiſh thee to be in town; but I truſt iu 
God it will be for the beſt, and whom I pray to be preſerved 
thy ſincere friend. Thee didſt not ſay thee would accept 
me for 4 mother. I could wiſh thee would give me a 
| line, if thee cannot give me a direction to write to thee. 
Thy fiſter deſires her love to thee. I cannot expreſs 
the happineſs I now conclude with. I ſay from God, that 
ou will experience, as well as me, this happy moment, 
:hriſt born in you. So be deſirous to lie at his feet till 
he comes : and my prayers are night and day for you, as 
they were for myſelf : and this will be faring well; for I 
can fay, 1 fare ſumptuouſly every day-—T hat heaveply 
bread and the beſt of wine, which Chri 193 them he 
would give at the marriage of Canaan. I cannot ate my 
morſel alone, is the reaſon I ſo earneſtly invite you to 
come and taſte how good God is, in whom I put my truſt, 
He will do it in his own time.—So farewell. 
| | 4 655% AB e D. GOTT. . 
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Ll.0ndon, 25th of the 5th month, 1787. 
„„ % 

| ] Received thy letter, dated from Lincoln ; and I cannot 
* help ſaying, thee are ſtill far from thy agreement. 
There is but one part which I aſked of thee, and that I 
think the ſmalleſt, that is writing, which I have often re- 
peared. And as I faid this was my duty from God, for 
to let thee have the money, and truſt in him to enable 


. | thee, 


PCC TT” 
thee, and at the ſame time to aſſiſt thee in whatfoever 
troubles he e permit; for I know thee are under the 


directions of 


thy reward: ſo forgive every one that offends thee, for it 
is all for a good end; for whoever offends thee, without a 
cauſe, will be ſorry to God for it when thy work 'is 
known ; which people, and even thyſelf, are dark to at 
preſent; but it will not be ſo long.—And as it do not appear 
thee do much good in the country, though the fairs are 
. coming on; the travelling is expenſive, and wears out 
the carriage ; and many other reaſons I could relate. As 
the weather might prove unfavourable, and as thee have 
tried thy fancy, I now wiſh thee to try mine, or my 
Maſter's : as I ſay I am under the direction of the King 
of kings—ſo I hope thee will come to town as ſoon as thee 
can make it agreeable; and if thee cannot poſſibly make 
money to bring thee to town without going out of thy 
road, 1 ſhould rather affiſt thee, for reaſons 1 will relate 
when pleaſe God I ſee thee. x | : 
Molly Banniſter is going into Yorkſhire in about two 
weeks, and would be happy if ſhe can fee thee on the 
road, So when thee write, tell us,) as near as thee can, 
which road thee think thee will come}: and if thee do not 
Write oftner, I ſhall ſay, thee art an uhdutiful child; for I 
_ muſt ſay, thee have been very ſtubborn in this: and 1 
write this as a command from God, that knows our hearts. 
O that thee, as much as poſſible, would deſire to be in 
God's hand, as clay in the hand of / the potter, that God 
may form thee a veſſel to his glory: for this is my com- 
mand from my Captain; and he will feed and clothe thee 
with heavenly bread, and a white robe; for I can ſay, 
there is bread in my Father's houſe enough, and to ſpare. 
O that you could enjoy one hour of God's living preſence, 
as I do: for my cup runs over continually ; for J am be- 
come ſo paſſive in the hand of my Maſter, that nothing 
can fret me or offend me: therefore I am continually hap- 
Py, and always in the fg of God, as Adam and Eve 
in Paradiſe before the fall. And as this muſt become all 
people's experience, as ſoon as this work is done in them, 
which 1 declare done in me; and I find it my duty to de- 
clare this meſſage, whether they hear or forebear, I ſhall 
be clear, and what I have wrote to thee, I write to the whole 
race of mankind. And if thee can find freedom to ſhew my 
writings to any gentleman, from the firſt to the laſt, never 
| mind 
' 


e 


od to ſhew that work, and great will be £ 
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mind what conſtruction they may put upon them: for I 
durſt not put my candle under a buſhel, but muſt ſet it on a 
candleſtick, that others may light their candle by it, if 
they pleaſe ; that is, if any perſon chuſes to write to me 
on this head, I am ready to anſwer them. As Chriſt is 
my Maſter, I durſt not do this work deceitfully : and as 
I. have entered into his ſervice, by prayer, and muſt ſtill, 
to thy comfort, as thee haſt taken my Maſter's money, 
thee me his rouge dag: wh And as ig oa * 
his wages every day, I hope thee will not me this 
Fat, for W ſo 45 G 
as pleaſe thy great Maſter, for he has promiſed to go with 
this & * 3 1 love Nay w_ ; _ To is 
no reſpecter o t is the Ipirit r $ 1 now 

to; for as we have all ſinned, and fallen ſhort of 
the glory of God, we muſt acknowledge ourſelves prodi- 
_ gals. muſt be no excuſe z we muſt become as the 
. publican that ſmote on his breaſt. I have many ſecrets 
to unfold from God to them that aſk in faith in God: for 
God knows our hearts; and in what faith ye aft, he will 
anſwer. For as Eve handed down the forbidden fruit, I 
believe the women will have the honour to hind you the 
frait from the tree of life, to bring you back again, (which 


we ſhall do with great pleaſure), And if you cannot ſto- 
mach this, you tnuſt take the conſequence : for Chriſt ſays, 


c 1 will compel them to come in, for my table ſhall be 
<< full; and 1 ſhall be happy to dine with all men and 
<< women that day when you are engrafted into the vine: 
| © then yoyr b2ttles will be made new, and have the beſt 

ic wine, (chat is) our bodies.” There are many ſervants 


who are raiſed up to declare this work wonderfully to the 


ho 
glory of God. | i 
y ſiſter is well: —and ] ſtand od as your mo- 

ther at the throne of heaven: for riſt fo s, ** Thoſe 
« are my mother, brother and ſiſter, who do the will of 
« my Father.” So may the dew of heaven fall on you, as 
the honey-comb, is the prayer of thy friend and mother, 
in the Lord, + Pf | 
1 | D. . 
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ing thee will much oblige me, as well 
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London, 4th of the 7th month, 1787. 


FRIEND MuRRAyY, bs 
REC EIVING a letter this day, I am cauſed to write, 


or otherwiſe I had no view of writing to Qxford, for 


my defire was that thee ſhould make thy wy to town 
without going out of the road: for that reaſon I let thee 


have all my money, except two guineas ; unleſs its debts, 


which are uncertain whether I ans ever have them. As 
God had made me willing to ſay I would ſhare the laſt 


Hhilling, ſo now its near done, and I believe that will give 


me a further degree of happineſs, for I cannot doubt of 
God's promiſe. which you are dark to as yet; for man 
lives as without God in their hearts, and this is an evident 


proof that thee cannot ſee work to be a work of God. 


O, Murray, my natural diſpoſition would not enable me 
to give my money to man; o, not even if I had been mar- 
ied ; fol always thought if that had been the caſe, IL 


would have ſettled it on myſelf. As God has thus far 


ſtrengthened me to drink this bitter cup, I am now made 
willing to put up with thy obſtinate ſelf-will, and blind 


diſpoſition, till it pleaſe God to open thy eyes, and let 


thee ſee thy error; for thee took thyſelf out of town. 
And now if thee can condeſcend to take a woman's advice; 
pray to God to bring thee in again, and leave man's ad- 
vice, and then if thee do not get a living, blame me ; for 
I ſee reaſons for thy misfortunes, and | pity thee to my 
ſoul, eſpecially as I now* cannot aſſiſt thee with money. 
- —This is God's will I write in this manner, I am 
much comforted if thee can get to town: ſo let that be 
thy only ſtudy is all 1 wiſh—only write me often, and put 
th cruſt in Gbd, and do not fret. O if I could give thee 
a ſhare of my happineſs. But give thyſelf no trouble about 
us, for we can get work and do very well. I continually 
look up to God for thee, in whom I truſt as. in a rock, 


Chriſt who is God, and him alone can unite our hearts 


with ſpotleſs love, which ought to unite all men and wo- 
men. 50 farewell, | 
| D. GOTT. 


P.S. If thee ſhould ſend an order thee muſt ſend money, 
for I cannot borrow more than three guineas, : 
| | c 
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London, th of the 7th month, 178). 


FriEnD MuRRay, 


| 1 Received thy two letters, and I am thankful that in thy 
troubles thee was fayoured with an agreeable companion. 
I am in hopes it kept thee from grumbling ; for all I wi 

js, as thee knoweſt all circumſtances, that thee will do the 

{ thee can, putting thy truſt in God, as much as poſſible, 

looking up to him when thee have no troubles ; for he 

ſays, Draw nigb to me, and I will draw nigh to you.” 

For this reaſon, becauſe ye do not, ye have 3 — 

Do not doubt, for I truſt in God thee will ſee an end to 

theſe croſſes. I would have thee do what thge thinkeſt 
Proper, with regard to Nixon. I only wiſh 2 to make 


| 
{ 
| 
thy way to London as ſoon as thee can make it conve- ( 
' nient, and write as it is agreeable, if I ſhould anſwer 
| tive for I cannot ſay I have any thing particular to ſay, t 
ut I give thee into the hands of thy great Maſter,” who ] 
I know is ſufficient to build thee up a houſe for him to 0 
dwell in. Then he will fill it with his glory, and provide t 
thee with all things neceſſary for the body, (which I flat- t 
ter myſelf thee will part me a ſhare) and as I cannot 0 
doubt this coming to paſs, I am happy, and I hope thee t 
endeavour to be ſo too, whatever, may happen. This is ſl 
the fancere prayer of thy friend in the Lord. Thy ſiſter ſ 
gives her love. So farewel. » c 
| | D. GOTT. - 
Edwards called, and ſeemed very much diſappointed that m 
rkhee had not wrote to him. I hope thee will not think of C 
taking another partner, if thee gets rid of that. By ſome W 
ſmall hints Edwards dropped, (though he ſeemed very te 
_ cloſe) it ſtruck me as if there was a former agreement fo 
- MAiill betwixt you. Now I hope thee will give me a clear 0 
account of this. Do not forget, God is thy Maſter, not is 
ma. So farewel. e al 
2 w 
x Ho ; th 
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5 London, 23d of the 8th month, 1787. 
Fariend Murray, 


A TER near three weeks, thee condeſcended to write, 
(thee ſay with ſome degree of propriety) ſo thee . 
pleaſe to call it, but I call it obſtinacy. As mine is a work 
of God, it can only be his ſtrength that can ſupport me 
to bear this croſs, to bear with thy ſelf- will, which took 
thee firſt out of town, and then hid thy troubles from 
me, which [ am willing to ſhare with thee-in all thy dif- 
ficulties, for I knew it was what pleaſe God, If thee had 
taken me for thy friend, and conſulted mg in every thing, 
and done as I directed thee, I know thy troubles would: 
not have been ſo much; for I received my orders from 
God, and in every thing thee haſt done againſt thoſe or- 
ders, thee went againſt the will of God: then God brings 
thee into troubles. O the horror 1 felt in my foul when 
I received the firſt letter from Oxford. I ſay, before L 
opened it, it was given me to know thee had gone againſt 
the will & God. I think thou haſt ſuſiciently paid for 
thy folly, now thee puts up with Nixon, that is for a 
croſs, and thee muſt carry that till thee acknowledge 
theſe things to God, then I believe thee will get into a 
ſmooth path, and God will find thee friends; and till thee 
ſubmit to God, and beg of him to give thee ſtrength to 
ceaſe from folly (theſe, and many others that may be hid 
in thine heart). O thee forget thee ſtand naked before 
God. Every oath thee ſwears diſpleaſes God, and much 
more an untruth. Now thee thinks thyſelt clear, but 
God has opened a freſh ſcene to me, that thine are capital . 
which thee thinkeſt thee can hide from me. 1 am vo 
to forgive thee all thee can offend me in, and plead to G 
for thee, becauſe I have ſeen myſelf of the ſame nature, 


only preſerved by the immediate hand of God. And this 


is the only way to happineſs, which I have found in God; 


and God has promiſed me to make thee ſo too, if thee 


will only ſubmit to take up this croſs, and he will make 
thy way ſmooth, and give thee outward food; but thee 
muſt feſt acknowledge thyſelf nothing, iu ſelf-nature;z 

| ' e pray 


| ; [ 10 ] 
pray to God for ſtrength to get the better of thoſe evils, 
and Dy ſo doing thee will get a full happineſs ; for it is 


thy diſobedience which cauſes theſe troubles, 

Now with regard 'to Edwards, there appears ſomething 
hid under his ſandy roof; for when he called on me, and 
ſeemed diſſatisfied with thee for not writing, I then ſaid, 
Does Murray owe thee money?“ He ſaid, © I cannot 
ſay he does.“ Now I have heard from other hands (a 


ſtranger to me, underſtanding I had ſome connections with 


thee) to put thee on thy guard; for Edwards meant to 
arreſt thee, He has been here fince, and I perceived there 
is ſomething hid. Now I hope thee will relate all cir- 


- cumſtances regarding thy connections, for God is angry 


with thee for deceiving me; for I was made willing to 
pay all thy debts: and thee will never do any good while 
thee deceive me one tittle. | 

O Murray, thy houſe is ſtill built on a ſandy founda- 


tion. And now I ſhall ſee how far thee haſt a regard for 
me, or whether it is a pretence. Now this will try "= | 
| 


ratitude, Thee ſee I have been willing to part with a 
r thy happineſs. Now I ſhall fee how far thee prayeſt, 


or ſubmitteſt to God, to get me a living: for if thee do 


this, I know we ſhall get a plenty :—and I cannot doubt 
but if thee will not work for me, God will raiſe me other 


friends; and then I ſhall be ſorry if God ſhould put it 
out of my power to make thee happy. Thy fiſter deſires 


her love. I truſt in God to be preſerved thy friend, 


D. GOTT. 
C eee. be aa 


ah. — — —_ 
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London, 18th of the gth month, 1787. 


Friend Murray, 


| ] Received thy letter, and feel for thee 8 my very 
i + ſoul, and would my life make thee happy, 1 _ 


+ freely give it for thy happineſs. So far from being 


fended with thee, I am petitioning God to make thy way 
mooth. 1 am ſenſible theſe troubles are for crofles, to 
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reſine us for a further happineſs, as to make us ſubmit to 
God. Though 1 am ſenſible this is a myſtery to thee, for 
your life and converſation have offende God ; and if thee 
can ſubmit to take my advice without making game of re- 
ligion, I believe every man's opinion is every man's ta- 
lent, and for this reaſon God has given ſo many opinions, 
to try us, how we will find fault one with another, and 
forget we have been guilty even of theſe ſame follies, and 
of others as bad. | 

I am happy thee have forgiven Nixon, and if thee can 
do him good without hurting thyſelf, it would give me 
much pleaſure; for remember that is what God has en- 
abled me to do for thee : and I can ſay, God has rewarded 
me for all I have done for thee. And I truſt as thee ſub- 
mit to him, and acknowledge thy nothingneſs, and beg 
of him to give thee ſtrength, God will certainly enable 
thee to ſhew the world thee art an honeſt man: and all 


the world can ſay, it cannot leſſen my opinion of thee 


only thee haſt thy weakneſſes, or foibles ; and I have ſeen 
my own, and think myſelf as culpable to God as the 
worſt, (according to my education, for I make a higher 
profeſſion, and had parents who inſlruQed me) for where 
much is given, much is required. To be ſorry to God 
for our failings is ſufficient, for he is not like vain man: 
ſo all I can adviſe thee to is, to beg for ſtrength to a&t 
right for the future — I am much comforted we ſhall ſee 
happy days, ſo think all is for the beſt ; for this is my 
opinion, all works together for good. I am quite happy, 
and in good health, and find ſufficient ; for we know no 
want; and I am patiently waiting God's time. That thee 
will ſee theſe happy days I cannot doubt, which will cer · 
tainly add to my bappineſs. 

As thee haſt condeſcended to aſk my advice in regard 


to Edwards, I would have thee write to him, and let him 
know, as I have aſſiſted thee with more than thy property 
is worth ſince your agreement, that the property thee 


now holdeſt, if 1 demanded it, by the laws of the nation 
thee could not refuſe it; and that I had wrote to thee to 
diſcharge thee from paying any perſon without acquaint- 
ing me; for that I have underſtood. that he has threatened. 
to arreſt thee; and was that the caſe, I could demand the 
property, and he might take the body, and what purpoſe 
would that anſwer, to take thy bread, and offend a perſon: 
that thee had all the reaſon in the world to believe meant 
* 
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to ſerve thee for God's ſake? and further promiſed, the 
firſt money I can ſpare I will fee him paid: and this is all 
1 wiſh, as you both deceived me. I can fee thee haſt 
more regard for Edwards than: he really merits: he is one 
of thy friends like Nixon, not known till found out :— 
he may not have juſt the ſame. errors. I am ſenſible he 


is not what he ought to be: he has but a ſandy founda- 


tion: there is much hid under his roof, and the tempeſt* 
& waning thay will try that houſe, and it muſt fall, and 


their wickedneſs will be ſeen. - So let Nixon go like what 
he is, for it will not be long before he will have to con- 


feſs, if he has robbed thee: though this is hid from the 


exteſt part of the world, or they would be more care- 
ul what they did: but as thee ftand guilty, thee had 
better ſhut thy mouth, till it pleaſe God to. ſhew thee 
thy own; then. I believe thee will, like me, have nothing 
to ſay againſt others; for we may all take hands; we 
have — all of one family, that is no leſs than the devil; 
for the devil is the father of all wickedneſs: therefore 
when we commit follies, we are the children of the devil, 
and till we repent. and return as the prodigal, that is our 
ſhape before God. Though this may ſeem hard doctrine, 


yet I muſt confeſs I have ſeen myſelf. in that ſhape; 
and it is only by prayer we can be redeemed from that 


ſhape. 55 ; 

I truſt ip God he will bring thee forwards, and be thy 
friend; and be aſſured there is nothing ſhall be wanting 
on my part that can compleat thy happinefs, according 
to the will of God: and male thyſelf content, thee can- 


not offend me. ——The letter I wrote to thee laſt might 
appear hard ſentences, and my natural diſpoſition could 


not bave done it; it rather hurt me, I fee our natural 


diſpoſition is againſt God. Thee muf} fee the well wiſh 


I have for thee, that it is not for man, but thy real hap- 


pineſs: and I fee there is no other way than acknow- 


ledging ourſelves to God, which I think we mult be very 
ignorant if we cannot ſubmit. to. That if we want 
good company, we ſhould endeavour to find that ſtrength 
which can preſerve us, and can only be the power of 


God. There is no other way to happineſs. 


Do not think God meant us to be mopes or ſtupid, or 


go mad about religion: —thoſe only who oppoſe, or go 
aguinſt the will of God, become ſo. I have found God 
all- ſuſicient to keep me from murmuring, and give me 


a full 
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a full happineſs, let what will happen. And-this is my 
confident hope in God for thee, according to his pro- 
miſe, as thee look to him to bind the ſtrong man, and 
ſpoil his goods: then he will furniſh thy houſe as with 
his goods, that is, the glory of God, as in Solomon's 
temple. This is the furniture I mean; and then I know 
E* ſhall have all things for the outward body: and thee 
have nothing to do but look up to God to do it for thee; 
to give thee ſtrength to fin no more; watching over 
thy words, as being jealous of thy own heart, This is - 
the way I have found it. I can * [ neither read nor 
ſtudied. 1 

I am going to put theſe things in print; ſo do not be 
ſurpriſed if thee ſhould be aſked after me before I ſee : 
thee. Speak the truth as near as thee can. I ſhall never | 
be aſhamed of thee, if thee art not of me. Write to me 5 
be wherever thee may. If thee cannot give me a direction, = 
do not hide thy troubles from me, for I wiſh to bear a 
ſhare in all that God may inflict on thee: and be fureT _ . 
truſt in God to be preſerved thy conſtant friend, according „ "gn 


to thy deſire in God. | | Eno ͤͥ 
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